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Our Lord, ever meek and humble of heart, never was big on titles.  But one title he did answer to 

was Rabbi.  Rabbi is roughly equivalent to Teacher.  And this title was no empty honorific.  If 

you read the gospels, you'll see that teaching is the main thrust of Jesus' public ministry.  The 

Sermon on the Mount, perhaps the most famous speech of all time, is largely occupied w/ 

showing people how they are to live in light of the gospel.  The other most evident element of the 

Lord's activity, the miracles which so captivate our attention, often served as illustrations of the 

pedagogical points he was trying to make:  for example, the healing of the paralytic shows how 

Jesus has the power to forgive sins.  The Lord came to proclaim the good news to people, 

summoning them to repent their sins and believe in the gospel.  And so he spent much of his life 

explaining the gospel and its implications for people's lives, helping them to understand and 

accept his joyful message of salvation.   

 

Since Jesus was a Rabbi, it comes as no surprise that one main objective of the Church he 

founded is to continue the ministry of teaching people the Gospel.  So one finds that the bulk of 

the NT, particularly the epistles, is instructional in character.  In these letters Paul and other 

apostles are teaching the early Christian communities about the faith and its implications for 

daily life.  This office of teaching has been handed on to the bishops who are rightly called 

Successors of the Apostles.  And so one of the primary concerns of the church's leaders is to help 

the faithful understand the faith better in the hope that they will adhere to it more firmly.  In this 

endeavor, the Church has always relied upon the Holy Spirit, who, as the Lord promised, guides 

our community into all truth.  The Lord watches over the Church so that the pope and bishops in 

the solemn exercise of their teaching ministry, the so-called magisterium, will not mislead the 

faithful.  This is where the controversial and misunderstood doctrine of infallibility arises--the 

idea of infallibility is that Christ, the same Christ who came to bear witness to the truth and who 

promised to accompany his Church until the end of the age, will never let his community fall into 

gross error in its collective understanding of the gospel.  Now this special grace doesn't always 

prevent errors from creeping in when the ecclesial leadership is not teaching in a solemn and 

authoritative manner; nor does the charism of infallibility guard against mistakes in governance 

decisions; still less does it guarantee the personal sanctity of every ecclesial leader.  However, 

the Spirit's presence does safeguard our community against egregious errors in its 

comprehension of the gospel.  It is this special assistance from on high that has kept the Catholic 

Church in communion with its divine Founder throughout the centuries, and it's critical that we 

hold onto this truth even as we acknowledge the human failings of our leaders .   

 

As was mentioned, Rabbi is roughly equivalent to Teacher, but this rendering is only an 

approximation that misses part of the truth.  A rabbi in Jesus' day was not a fellow who simply 

walked into a classroom and lectured his students for a few hours a week.  To be a rabbi meant 

teaching your disciples by sharing your lives together.  Rabbis and their disciples lived together, 



worked together, dined together, journeyed together.  It was very much like a familial/paternal 

relationship.  A rabbi really go to know his followers and vice-versa.  And so the interested 

parties who come to Jesus in today's gospel, right after they address him as Rabbi, ask him where 

he is staying.  For they wish to be disciples, and that means they wish to share a common life w/ 

the Lord.  Jesus was happy to be called Rabbi, because he was interested in forming disciples 

who would embrace a radically new way of life; and so he welcomed these men to come and see 

where he was living, because as the Rabbi lived, so the disciple would also.   

 

My brothers and sisters, discipleship requires being w/ Jesus, our teacher, our rabbi; it's not a 

matter of mere intellectual assent to the propositions of the Creed.  One of the important lessons 

to be learned in these troubled times is that the Rabbi is inviting his followers to be with him in 

his Passion.  To be with Jesus, that is, to live in conformity with church teaching and openly to 

acknowledge one's Catholic faith, is a risky proposition nowadays.  In the popular mindset, there 

is an ominous thundercloud that hangs over the Catholic Church.  It is somewhat like the 

darkness which covered the earth at the Lord's crucifixion.  Now is a period when Jesus expects 

us to be with him at the Cross.  Let's pray, let's stick together, let's hold onto to the promise 

contained in the Eucharist, that Christ is with us always, in fair weather and foul, through life, 

through death, right up into the glory that awaits us in the Father's house.   

 

 

 


