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If the Catholic Church wanted to be popular, she would radically amend the message she 

communicates to the world.  To get in step with the times, the Church would quit insisting on the 

indissolubility of the marriage bond and would probably endorse gay marriage.  You wouldn't 

hear her talk about the immorality of common customs like sex outside of marriage, artificial 

contraception, or embryonic stem cell research.  Recognizing the heartrending hardships 

involved, the Church would not condemn abortion, euthanasia , assisted suicide, or the death 

penalty.  She would keep silent on the immigration question and refrain from admonishing world 

leaders to seek peaceful solutions to conflicts.  She would humbly acknowledge the complexity 

of economic matters and quit badgering the wealthy to redistribute money to the poor.  If only 

the Church were to implement these changes and others like them, her existence in this world 

would be much more tranquil and the lives of her children much easier than they are at present.  

Catholicism would fit in so much better w/ the advanced societies of the 21st century if only she 

were to make these adaptations and bring her message into tune w/ contemporary sensibilities.   

 

Alas, the Church has not done these things, and there are no indications that she will do so in the 

near future, despite the copious advice freely dispensed by the concerned pundits of the mass 

media.  Her message today remains substantially what it was yesterday; in fact, its core content 

has stayed remarkably unaltered since the New Testament period.  Alas again, the Church insists 

she cannot change her ways.  For the message she proclaims is not her own.  Her teaching is a 

deposit of faith that has been received from Christ, which cannot be altered, edited, or amended.  

The best the Church can do is translate the gospel into contemporary idiom using modern 

methods of communication in the hope that some will hear and heed.  For if the Church were to 

modify her proclamation or even guard silence she would betray her founder and disobey his 

command to go and teach all nations what she has been taught by him.  Moreover, she would 

neglect her responsibility to her hearers.  For it is only by repentance that any can hope to find 

salvation.   

 

The problematic situation of the church lies in the fact that at the heart of her message stands a 

simple, starkly expressed imperative:  Repent!  It is of the essence of the message received from 

her divine founder Jesus Christ.  Repent, and believe in the gospel!  Indeed this terse twofold 

command is the substance of the gospel selection today.  The Church finds herself in the 

inescapable and unenviable conundrum of telling any who will listen that they must mend their 

ways, that the well-worn way of the world is the path which leads to death, that only by reform, 

by going against ingrained patterns of behavior can people hope to attain redemption.  The 

Church's voice must of its very nature always be discordant, contrary, a prophetic summons to 

conversion of heart.  Our proclamation is akin to a siren, an alarm that rudely rouses 

transgressors from the sweet slumber of sin and hearkens them to awake, arise, and walk in the 

light of Christ.  And because in this fallen world the ubiquitous mystery of iniquity constantly 



lulls men into the dream state of false, immoral lifestyles, the Church must incessantly sound her 

warning bells to drown out the deadly lullabies whispered by the tempter's tongue.  From the 

beginning of history until its close, from cradle to grave for each individual life, there is an 

unrelenting, downward pull exercised by the evil one upon the human heart; repentance is the 

divinely inspired counterforce infused into our midst that snatches souls from Satan's grasp and 

carries them upward into the Father's embrace.   

 

Among the particularly controverted elements of the Church's proclamation is that of the sanctity 

of human life in all stages of development and decline, and hence the grave immorality of 

abortion.  This is a position that has earned our faith community the undying enmity of the 

culture of death.  Abortion is popularly portrayed as a key element in the advance of human 

society, particularly essential to the advancement of women.  Only in this way, it is claimed, are 

women able to achieve equal standing w/ men who need not fear the burdens and inconveniences 

occasioned by unwanted pregnancy.  And so the Church's advocacy of the dignity of the unborn 

child is caricatured as an instance of ancient misogyny projected into the present era.  But in fact, 

the Church's voice is that of authentic humanism and genuine feminism, a vision of the human 

person that recognizes God's image embodied in the smallest of human creatures, a vision that 

also perceives the high dignity of maternity which ushers new life into this world.  The Church's 

teaching on abortion and her advocacy for the unborn would have our society recover a fuller, 

richer, more coherent conception of life, sexuality, and the vocation to parenthood; hers is an 

insight into these mysterious realities that has been inspired by the Spirit and enlightened by 

divine truth.  Abortion, the termination of human life and the denial of motherhood, is an issue 

where there is need for repentance in our land, both individually and collectively.  The good 

news is that repentance is the gateway to hope.  Penance is the prerequisite for peace and healing 

and new life; it is the precondition for rebirth in the Spirit, reunion w/ Christ, and reconciliation 

with our brothers and sisters, including those most wounded by our transgressions.  My hope is 

that those who have been involved in abortion, whether by actively procuring it or simply by 

being negligent and lukewarm in promoting life, that all may find peace and reconciliation 

through repentance.  For there is no sin so grave that it cannot be washed away by the precious 

blood of our merciful Redeemer.  May this holy Eucharist, in which we touch the divine life of 

our Savior, augment our esteem for all human life and energize our efforts to ensure life is 

protected and honored by all.   


