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The devil turns up in the most unlikely places.  The locus for today's exorcism is a church, well, 

a Jewish version of a church, that is, a synagogue.  In Mark's account, this is the first time Jesus 

does an exorcism and it's also the first time he is in a synagogue.  It strikes one as a bit ironic that 

the initial clash of the Lord with the devil in a public venue occurs in a house of worship.  One 

would expect that Jesus would run into his Supreme Enemy on the latter's home turf, like, say, 

the abodes of tax collectors and other notorious sinners visited by the Lord.  But of all places for 

the battle between good and evil to transpire, the Lord fights this round w/ the Evil One in 

church.   

 

It's a mark of Satan's power that he can infiltrate the holiest of human temples.  As it was in the 

days of Jesus, so it is even now.  The much publicized scandals of recent years are, for good or 

ill, not really anything new in Christian history.  Disappointing, frustrating, a cause for anger and 

sorrow, yes; but not really novel.  What is new about the scandals is that they have focused on 

the priesthood, and these particular scandals have enjoyed an unprecedented degree of media 

attention.  Priests and bishops engaged in the apostolic ministry nowadays walk in the shadow of 

another apostle, namely, Judas Iscariot, whose betrayal of Christ has echoed through the 

centuries.  The Scriptures teach that the devil entered into Judas.  And so he has also entered into 

too many other ministers of the gospel and seduced them into doing dastardly deeds.  The Evil 

One has a knack for worming his way into human hearts, even those stamped with the character 

of Holy Orders, and seizing control.   

 

As bad as the scandals have been, there is a caution that needs be introduced into our 

consideration, a caution I fear is too often neglected in intramural church discussions.  And this 

neglect has caused a loss of collective balance in our Catholic community.  Widely publicized 

scandals involving the 6th commandment, whether they implicate religious leaders, politicians, 

sports stars, the rich and famous, whomever, possess a dark, seductive appeal for the prurient 

curiosity of the human psyche.  Moreover, concentration on the particular sins of a certain group 

can afford observers a pleasant distraction from the unpleasant reality of their own 

transgressions.  In other words, excessive preoccupation with the faults of one's neighbor can 

easily lead to neglect of due examination of one's own conscience and disregard of one's own 

faults.  Should this preoccupation with the sins of the other guy become obsessive, it can also 

engender disproportionate anger that clouds the reason and expels compassion from the human 

spirit.  I suspect this kind of spiritual misdirection is another one of the devil's favorite 

techniques.   

 

There is of course a multitude of proposed strategies for our current struggles with grave sin 

inside our own house, among our own ministers.  Many reforms of a more practical character 

have already been adopted and are in process of being implemented.  At a more fundamental 



level, the crises confronting us here and now are, like all ecclesial crises, fundamentally spiritual 

in nature; they are part of the perennial dialectic between Christ and the Tempter, the conflict 

between grace and sin, that constitutes the drama of salvation history.  And if we hope to attain 

victory in the struggle, then we must bring Jesus into the fray; he is the only ally who can tip the 

balance in our favor.  And so it is imperative that we all pray the Lord Jesus to come into the 

temple of his Church, to drive out the diabolic from our midst.  If we are to be effective 

cooperators with him in this endeavor, we must first confront the unclean spirits haunting the 

private, personal temples of our individual hearts.  As the Lord said elsewhere, we must first 

remove the beam in our own eye, before operating on our neighbors'.  In this quest for 

purification of ourselves, the Sacrament of Reconciliation is an essential piece of the program.  

For in Confession the penitent welcomes the merciful Savior into the inner sanctum of the soul to 

exorcise the demons which pollute and corrupt the spirit.   

 

I also wish to say a few words about celibacy, since it is a timely topic that pops up in 

discussions of the priesthood problems nowadays; moreover, this practice is the subject of the 

2nd reading.  The discipline of celibacy is of gospel inspiration.  In the epistle today, St. Paul 

recommends it as a way to follow Christ w/ undivided heart.  He states that the unmarried can 

concentrate on the things of the Lord w/o unnecessary anxieties or distractions.  The motivation 

for celibacy is profoundly spiritual and evangelical.  In no way is it based on a negative view of 

human sexuality or depreciation of the married state.  Rather, vowed celibacy undertaken by both 

men and women of faith is a way to enter more profoundly into the mystery of God's love and 

render oneself more available for the exclusive service of his kingdom.  Far from being a 

problem for the Catholic Church, celibacy has been and remains a charism and a blessing.  It has 

enabled countless men and women to make a wholehearted gift of themselves to Christ and his 

people and to witness in an especially eloquent way to the all-sufficient love of God made 

present in our world.  Let us pray that the Lord will continue to inspire disciples to embrace the 

noble calling of celibacy for the sake of his kingdom and live it out with fidelity.   


