
Homily:  All Saints 2013:  HT-W/XII-PC 

 

When we think of saints, all sorts of images and ideas and examples pop into our heads.  There is 

a common aspect they share that may elude us.  I speak of joy.  The gospel selection for the feast 

is the proclamation of the beatitudes in the sermon on the mount.  The beatitudes derive their 

name from the fact that each declaration begins with the word "blessed."  Some versions of the 

Bible render the translation as "happy."  The idea of blessedness or beatitude is that God has 

granted the recipient a special grace that draws him deeper into the communion of God's peace 

and joy.   

 

I think it important to stress the joy of the saints, because we live in an era when the life of a 

Catholic is sometimes represented as being an unhappy matter.  Critics of the Church are quick 

to denounce her hard teachings, esp. those which require self-denial and personal sacrifice, as a 

recipe for unhappiness.  I fear that some of the faithful may have been sucked in by this rhetoric 

as well.  Too many folks going to celebrate the Lord's resurrection on Sunday morning look as 

though they're being marched to their execution!  But that is not as it ought to be.  Christian faith 

promises joy, the fullest joy that is possible for the human heart, because it is a participation in 

the joy of God himself, a delight that lasts for all eternity.  So our sharing at every Eucharist 

should be a happy moment, for it is a kind of birthday party that reminds of our eternal birth by 

baptism into the resurrection of Christ.   

 

God has blessed us with this joy not simply that we may hoard it to ourselves.  The joy of the 

saints in which we share by faith, is meant to be shared with others.  The work of evangelization 

is a proclamation of the joyful hope given us in the gospel, an invitation to others to celebrate the 

happy fact that God who has created us loves us so much that he wants us to be his children and 

share in his blessedness for all eternity.  Let's pray that our participation in this Holy Eucharist 

may fill our hearts to overflowing with the joy of Christ, so that we may be better witnesses to 

the truth of the gospel to all our neighbors and friends.   


