
Homily Ascension C:  12 May 2013:  HT-W/XII-PC 

 

The evangelist Luke supplies two descriptions of the Ascension of the Lord.  One distinctive 

feature of his account in Acts is the pair of men in white garments who appear right after the 

Lord's departure.  A careful reader would also note the appearance of a pair of men to the women 

at the empty tomb on Easter morning.  The texts do not specify that they are angels, but they 

perform an angelic service by functioning as messengers.  In both cases these two figures get 

confused disciples back on track.  In the resurrection account, the women are bewildered when 

they do not find the Lord's body in the tomb.  The men ask them the rhetorical question:  why do 

you seek the living among the dead?  Then they declare that the Lord has risen as he had told 

them.  And at that point the women remembered the Lord's prophecy of all this.  In the ascension 

account, the disciples had just heard the Lord tell them to stay in Jerusalem until they would be 

baptized by the Holy Spirit.  After the Lord ascends, they stand looking intently at the sky.  At 

that point the messengers appear and offer a gentle rebuke:  Men of Galilee, why are you 

standing there looking at the sky?  Then they tell them that the Lord Jesus will return to them in 

the same manner as he departed.  After this, the disciples return to the holy city where they 

constantly gather and pray for the gift of the Holy Spirit.   

 

This feast of the Ascension offers important lessons, particularly for those times when we, like 

our religious forebears, find ourselves disoriented and disconcerted by the way the world is 

unfolding.  Human beings like a certain measure of stability and predictability.  So when the 

future doesn't develop like they foresee, it upsets them.  Such was the case w/ the women at the 

tomb, who expected to find the Lord's body wrapped up and placed in the grave where it had 

been laid 2 days before.  As to the disciples at the Ascension, they expected an earthly 

restoration of the downtrodden kingdom of Israel.  They certainly weren't anticipating Jesus' 

departure.  Two lessons I would draw from these passages are that (1) we should focus on the 

words of the Lord and (2) we should gather in prayer for the assistance of his Spirit.   

 

The first lesson this feast offers is that we must strive to recall what the Lord has taught us.  The 

disciples' disorientation at the Lord's disappearance--first from the tomb, then from the earth--

arises because the trauma of the present moment makes them forget what Jesus told them before.  

Had they remembered, they would not have been shocked or distressed.  Life has its tumultuous 

periods:  a marriage fails, a job is lost, a dear friend dies unexpectedly.  And when such tragedies 

strike, it is easy to lose our religious bearings and succumb to doubts about God's providential 

engagement with us.  It is at such moments that we must redouble our efforts to hear Christ's 

voice as it is channeled through the Scriptures, liturgy, and teaching of the Church.  For our faith 

teaches that every event in this world happens as part of the Almighty's eternal plan:  God makes 

no mistakes, he commits no faults, nothing eludes his control.   And if we be so wise as to return 

to the words of his Son, we may discover that the most random and chaotic periods of existence 

are not inconsistent w/ his purposes; rather, in some instances their accordance with his plan 



becomes remarkably apparent after prayerful study.  Often such insight comes only after much 

meditation and the wisdom granted by the passage of years.  But we trust that our Redeemer has 

his reasons which shall be disclosed to us, at the latest from the vantage point of eternity.   

 

The second lesson is that we must gather in prayer w/ our fellow believers.  There is a logical 

impulse in times of confusion to flee the assembly of the faithful even as we sense ourselves 

distanced from the Lord whom the Church represents.  Put plainly, if we feel alienated from 

God, we naturally feel out of place in the Church of God as well.  Yet it is in the Church that the 

Spirit of God descends, the promise of the Father who grants power to the disciples to believe 

and to proclaim their Easter faith to others.  The faith of a single Christian is like a candle.  By 

itself, the lonely flame casts little light and grants meager warmth.  Left alone, it risks being 

extinguished by the frigid winds of unbelief that blow hard and fast in this irreligious climate.  

But when these many little candles are brought together into the shelter of the Church, our 

collective confession grows into a mighty conflagration of spirit that has power to set the world 

afire for Christ.  That is the lesson of Pentecost.  And it is a lesson that bears learning anew by 

the people of a Church passing through a faithless age when many have fallen away from the 

communion of believers.   

 

During these last days before Pentecost, let us join with those first disciples in fervent prayer for 

the coming of the Holy Spirit.  May the promise of the Father descend anew upon his Church, 

that we may be clothed with power from on high and our lives may bear splendid witness that 

Jesus Christ is Lord.   

 

  


