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At the end of the Profession of Faith, we all confess our belief in the resurrection of  the dead 

and the life of the world to come.  In the shorter version that is the Apostles Creed we likewise 

affirm our faith in the resurrection of the body and life everlasting.  I think it worthwhile to 

meditate on these assertions, esp. today on this Solemnity of the Assumption when the Church 

commemorates the entry of the Blessed Virgin Mary into this state of eternal life.   

 

The new translation of the Profession of Faith uses the terminology, "I look forward to the 

resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come."  It's a slight change from the former 

version which simply said "we look for" as though resurrection and future life were some 

misplaced objects like our car keys that we trying, perhaps w/ the help of St. Anthony, to 

recover.  The resurrection and future life are realities of a different order; they are a way of being 

that has not yet been experienced, a state of unbroken intimacy with the divine.  Moreover, 

resurrection and the life of the world to come ought to be the ultimate goal of all earthly striving.  

It's not as though this earthly existence is going to provide the human spirit with perfect 

fulfillment, provided only that we make sure the bucket list is complete enough in advance and 

we are sufficiently diligent to get through all the items therein.  No, God made us for something 

much greater than this earth, in fact, for a reality called "heaven" which should be the single 

guiding objective of all our projects and purposes.   

 

Yet for all the differences between the life to come and the life here and now, there is an element 

of continuity between the two.  Heaven is described in the language of realities familiar to us, 

namely life, the body, and the world.  There, life is everlasting, the body is a spiritual body, the 

world is radically different, yet all bear resemblance to what we experience here and now.  This 

existence now is a kind of liminal state, we are standing on the threshold between the fleeting 

realm of time and the enduring order of eternity.  And we are trying to get ourselves and our 

neighbors properly oriented so that we're ready to pass through the gateway from this world into 

God's kingdom when the fateful moment arrives.    

 

On the feast of the Assumption we celebrate the Virgin Mary's entry into heaven.  She is the first 

member of God's people to enjoy fully the blessings Christ promises to all his faithful ones.  So 

her body has been raised up and drawn into glory where she dwells with her divine Son.  For 

Mary, the resurrection of the body is a present reality, death is no more, the world to come has 

already arrived.  She has achieved the ultimate goal that every one of us should be striving for.  

Let's pray that she will assist us, by her prayers and example, to seek God's kingdom with 

undivided hearts.   


