
Homily Baptism of the Lord C:  13 Jan 2013:  HT-W/XII-PC 

 

One of the delicate moments in parochial ministry involves the request for a child's Baptism by 

parents who are not practicing the Catholic faith.  Baptism by its very nature is the sacrament of 

faith.  In the familiar Scriptural model, a person comes to faith as a result of hearing the gospel; 

after making a profession of faith the person receives Baptism.  That's the dynamic foreseen by 

the risen Lord who commissions his disciples to preach the gospel and baptize those who 

believe.  It's also the pattern that plays out repeatedly in the Acts of the Apostles.  One corollary 

is that it would be absurd as well as immoral to try to baptize someone who refused to believe 

the gospel.  In the case of infants, a quandary arises:  they are incapable of making a profession 

of faith.  Nonetheless, we know that Jesus loves them and wants them to be part of the divine 

family; as he said, let the little children come to me and do not hinder them.  The resolution of 

this problem is that when parents ask to have their little ones baptized, the Church expects that 

the children will be raised in the faith.  But when the parents themselves do not practice the faith, 

a serious question arises as to whether the children will be raised in it.  In such situations, pastors 

have the difficult task of discerning whether there is founded hope that the child will be raised 

Catholic.   

 

To understand the nature of Baptism and its relation to the rest of life better, today's feast of the 

Baptism of the Lord provides valuable guidance.  The Lord's Baptism is just the beginning of his 

life story.  He really doesn't do much before this point.  His whole public life and ministry stands 

before him.  In fact, in the concise gospel of Mark, the biography of Jesus starts here as there is 

no Infancy Narrative.   

 

The life of disciples must be modeled on that of their Lord.  Being a faithful Catholic involves 

more than just getting sacramentally zapped at key milestones in life.  Being faithful to our 

Baptism entails living out the call to holiness which the sacrament signifies.  The sacrament 

washes away all sins--with the obvious expectation that we not fall back into sin again.  The 

sacrament makes us God's children--with the clear implication being that we behave as children 

of our heavenly Father.  The sacrament makes us members of the Church--with the 

corresponding duty of attending Church and supporting the faith community.  Being baptized 

Catholic means we ought to live as Catholics.  That means coming to Mass every Sunday and 

Holy Day, praying daily, and living in obedience to the teachings of Christ and his Church.  It 

also means maturing in this faith and coming to own it as the most important aspect of who we 

are.  And this living out our baptismal call also includes the prayerful choice of a life vocation, 

be it as priest, religious, or a Christian spouse.   

 

In order to reinforce this obligation of persevering fidelity to our baptismal call, at key points 

along the spiritual journey we are called to renew the promises of Baptism--renouncing sin and 

professing faith.  This is done by the adult Catholics at the Baptism of children.  It's done by 



Confirmation candidates shortly before receiving the sacrament.  It's customarily done by the 

whole congregation during the liturgies of Easter Sunday.  So during this Year of Faith the 

diocese asks that we renew our baptismal promises at this liturgy when Jesus' baptism is 

commemorated.  It's an opportunity to remind ourselves of who we are as Catholics and what our 

faith calls us to be.  Let's pray that this occasion of renewal and the grace of this Eucharist may 

rekindle the flame of faith in our hearts and inspire us to live out that faith all the days of our life.   


