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One of the things I really love about the Catholic Church is the way we celebrate Easter.  We 

dedicate a whole season to it.  And this is really neat, because it allows us to savor the Easter 

experience to the full.  We don't try to cram the whole mystery of the Resurrection into one 

spring Sunday.  Rather, we spend 50 days pondering it:  we hear various accounts of the 

Resurrection, the prayers are infused w/ the themes of new life in Christ, the sprinkling rite and 

Easter candle recall our Baptism into the Lord's Paschal victory.  And that's the way it ought to 

be.  The first disciples were visited by the risen Lord several times over a period of 40 days 

before he ascended into heaven.  So the whole Church every year gets to relive that experience of 

being with the risen Christ, rejoicing in his presence and listening to his words.   

 

Being with the risen Lord should open up a new outlook on life.  I think here in terms of 

vocation:  our universal vocation to holiness of life, as well as the more specific vocations to 

marriage, religious life, and priesthood granted to individuals.  Easter is an chance to discover or 

rediscover our vocations and dedicate ourselves to living out these vocations with renewed 

enthusiasm.  The gospel this 3rd Sunday of Easter speaks to this phenomenon.  Peter and the 

other disciples have seen the risen Lord a couple of times.  And they've rejoiced in his presence 

time and again.  But now they've gone back to work, as it were.  They've returned to their old 

hometown in Galilee and resumed their familiar routine of fishing.  But lo and behold, they can't 

catch any fish.  Then they have another encounter w/ the risen Lord.  At the end of the meeting, 

Jesus has a little talk w/ Peter where he tells him, in effect, that his fishing days are over.  Peter 

has a new job, a new destiny.  Because Peter loves Jesus, he must lay aside his fishing nets and 

assume leadership of Christ's flock.  More than that, someday he is going to lay down his life for 

Christ amid a savage persecution of the Christian Church; if the legends be true, he was crucified 

upside down.  If you love me, Simon son of John, you will care for my sheep; indeed, you will 

die for my sheep, as I the Good Shepherd have done.   

 

If we really take the gospel of Easter to heart--Jesus Christ has truly risen--our lives cannot revert 

back to the old normal.  We cannot simply return to fishing or whatever former lifestyle defined 

our existence before we believed in Christ.  Nor does Easter mean we can be content with 

rejoicing that Jesus has conquered death.  The Resurrection of the Lord has implications for how 

we ourselves ought to live here and now.  One of the lessons of the Easter mystery is that the 

Resurrection is just the beginning; put another way, Baptism is the first day of the rest of our 

Christian life.  After confessing our faith that the Lord has risen from the dead, we must continue 

to listen for his voice and follow him, wherever he may lead us, even if we would rather go 

somewhere else.  Peter wanted to go back to fishing; he certainly didn't want to get strung up on 

a cross; but because he loved the Lord, he followed him.  Every time I hear this gospel, I have a 

flashback to one of the most memorable homilies I ever heard.  Back in April 2005 at the funeral 

of John Paul II, Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger preached a tremendous sermon that helped launch 



him into the papacy.  The predominant theme was that simple command of Christ to Peter:  

Follow me.  John Paul II's long eventful life, of which his lengthy papacy was the final and most 

dramatic chapter, was the itinerary of an amazingly gifted man who took to heart that simple 

command:  follow me!   

 

Brothers and sisters, all of us are called to hear and heed that same command:  Follow me.  It is 

addressed to every Christian.  And it is particularly urgent for our youth, several of whom will 

receive Confirmation and First Communion the next few weeks; several others will graduate and 

move on from here.  It is urgent for them, because over the next few years they shall make 

decisions that set the course of their future for decades to come.  Many voices contend for their 

attention.  But it is voice of Christ that they should be listening for above all others.  Please note 

that Jesus loves our youth, in fact, he loves them more than anyone else, even their own family 

and friends; he wants them to follow him, because it is only in the company of Christ that anyone 

can find genuine peace and enduring joy.  Whatever Christ may ask of us, whatever 

renunciations he may demand by way of family, wealth, whatever, we must have the courage 

born of Easter faith and say YES to him!  For obedience to Christ is the proof positive that we do 

in fact love him, and trust that he loves us too.  Let's pray, brothers and sisters, that the Eucharist 

may inflame our hearts with love for Jesus and inspire us to follow him wherever he may take us.   

 


