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One of the most distinctive human features is the voice.  Each human voice has a unique 

combination of cadence, timbre, pitch, speed, volume, and so forth that sets it apart, like an 

audible fingerprint.  Because each voice is so personal it serves as an identity badge.  We come 

to recognize family and friends by their voices:  our ears become attuned to them and they stand 

out from competing noises.  When a loved one is in distress, we're apt to hear their voice crying 

for help.  Conversely, when we're separated, we call their name in the hope they'll hear our voice 

and come to us.   

 

Jesus is the Good Shepherd.  His sheep hear his voice and they follow him to eternal life.  The 

whole journey of Christian discipleship can be conceived of as following the voice of the Good 

Shepherd.  It is an apt metaphor.  For we do not see the Good Shepherd.  He has ascended on 

high.  Since we cannot see him, we must listen for the sound of his voice.  And our Shepherd is 

not silent.  Many worldly voices claim that God has nothing to say.  Many competing voices try 

to drown him out.  But we who believe know better.  Our God is not silent.  He speaks to us:  in 

the words of Scripture, in the sacred liturgy, in the teachings of the Church.  If we heed his voice 

as it is channeled through these various media, we are safely brought to paradise.   

 

This Sunday is the World Day of Prayer for Vocations, when the Church concentrates on the 

topic of vocations, most especially vocations to priesthood, religious life, and marriage.  The 

word itself "vocation" comes from the Latin "vocare" meaning "to call."  You see, every 

Christian is called by the Good Shepherd to embrace a special way of life which leads to 

salvation.  Each vocation is a stable manner of being wherein the following of Christ's voice 

assumes a definite form; a vocation is a distinctive way of following the call of the Good 

Shepherd as he leads us through this world. 

 

The very notion of vocation is unpopular.  For every vocation, by virtue of the dedication it 

requires, demands renunciation and sacrifice.  Spouses pledge exclusive love enduring until 

death; as parents they make tremendous sacrifices for the sake of their children.  Religious 

renounce family life, material possessions, and a high degree of personal freedom.  Priests 

promise obedient service to Christ and his Church, an obedience whose totality is normally 

enhanced by the renunciation of marriage.  Our culture sees in these renunciations only the 

negative, the cancellation of possibilities afforded by private wealth and individual 

independence.  But faithful Catholics know better.  Faithful Catholics realize that the Good 

Shepherd knows his sheep, he knows the deepest desires of their hearts; and he calls his 

followers to these demanding vocations precisely that they may have life and joy, indeed, have 

life and joy to the full in life eternal.   

 



A Catholic is called to a vocation not only for himself.  Each vocation stands at the service of the 

whole community of believers.  A vocation serves to amplify the voice of the Good Shepherd in 

the world.  Married couples, by their unbroken fidelity to each other and to their children, reflect 

the beautiful covenant which binds Christ to his Church in an indissoluble union of live-giving 

love.  Religious, by the vows wherein they renounce family, wealth, and personal freedom to 

serve the Lord w/ undivided heart, make visible the all sufficient love of Christ, the love which is 

the true treasure of great price, worth renouncing all one has to possess it.  Priests, by promises 

of obedience and celibacy, represent Christ the Bridegroom of the Church, who surrenders his all 

upon the altar for his beloved Bride.    

 

Nowadays, there is a vocations shortage in these parts--in western Europe and North America the 

number of priests and religious has steadily declined for decades.  The number of Church 

marriages has fallen noticeably in this same period.  The difficult situation is not hopeless one, 

however.  Rather, times of crisis serve in God's providence as opportunities for heroism.  The 

difficulties of the present moment are an urgent summons from the Good Shepherd himself to 

intensified prayer.  Recall his ancient cry--The harvest is abundant but the laborers are few, so 

ask the master of the harvest to send out laborers for his harvest.  This cry should resound in our 

hearts and spur us to fervent prayer.   And let us not think ourselves the first generation of 

Christians to endure hardship.  Remember that the circumstances of our Church's origin were 

most unfavorable:  her founder was crucified, his closest collaborators were men of modest 

abilities and humble means, the disciples at the outset numbered perhaps only a few hundred.  

Within a generation, this religion had spread from Jerusalem to Rome, embracing countless 

churches across the vast expanse of the Roman Empire.  The Holy Spirit can work marvels today 

as well, but we must invite him into our hearts and into our Church for this to occur.  Let's pray 

that the Eucharist may rekindle our love for Christ so that all vocations may flourish anew in his 

Church.   

 

 


