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Welcome to the Roman Catholic Church where all the bishops are wise, all the priests are holy, 

and all the people are above average.  When I was a boy, I entertained a vision of the Church that 

roughly resembled this.  I suspect I was not alone in my naiveté.  On the contrary, I think a lot of 

Catholics felt the same.  I believe the assumption was not unfounded:  I still feel the vast 

majority of priests and bishops are men of goodness, sincerity, and dedication; likewise the folks 

in the pews by and large are well-meaning and good-hearted.  But the past several years have 

uncovered the ugly fact of grave sin within the Church, grave sin infecting even those in Holy 

Orders.  It has been a period of disillusionment for many Catholics.   

 

It is enlightening albeit sobering to recall that sin has infested the Church from the outset.  The 

gospel selection today, situated within the Last Supper, begins with the betrayal of Judas:  when 

Judas had left Jesus and the other disciples . . ..  One discovers here at the very dawn of the 

Christian Church, embedded deep in the heart of one of the Twelve, the presence of sin.  It is in 

fact the worst sin in history:  the betrayal of the Son of God, perpetrated by one of the first 

apostles.   

 

Yet Judas' betrayal is not the whole story or the end of the story; it is only the introduction.  

Alongside sin stands love, God's Incarnate Love, that is Jesus Christ.  And from Jesus comes the 

command for his disciples to love one another as he has loved them.  This love, and this love 

alone, is the effective counterpoint to man's wickedness.  So one finds in the Last Supper a fierce 

conflict erupting between the forces of love on the one hand and sin on the other.  And this battle 

between God's goodness and human malevolence continues to rage in the Church throughout the 

long and winding course of her history, even unto our own day, even until the day of the Lord's 

glorious return.   

 

The good news is that love prevails.  Christ's love is stronger than Judas's betrayal; it is stronger 

than all the sins of the world.  Love has the last word; it is the happy ending to the story.  The 

Lord's resurrection which is celebrated this Easter season is incontrovertible proof that love has 

defeated sin.  Moreover, the magnitude of God's love is such that it even transforms the occasion 

of sin itself into the moment of victory.  Right after his betrayer exits to consummate his crime, 

the Lord exclaims, "Now is the Son of Man glorified!"  Jesus' crucifixion, despite all 

appearances to the contrary, is the moment of his glorious triumph.  The death of the Lord by 

virtue of his love becomes a sacrifice which atones for the sins of all mankind.   

 

The reality of sin is still very much with us.  We cannot escape it, even inside the sanctuary of 

the Church.  The weakness of mortal flesh is such that sin remains part of any human 

community, including the unique community that is the People of God.  The dialectic between 



sin and love goes on in the Church until the day of the Lord’s glorious return when his victory 

over sin shall become definitive for all his chosen ones.   

 

Until then, we who would have a better, holier Church at this critical point in her history, do well 

to attend to the Lord's command at that critical point in his life:  love one another as I have loved 

you.  Like the Lord himself, we have been wounded by sin:  our own sins weigh us down with 

guilt, the sins of friends and ministers disappoint and betray us, the sins of persecutors offend 

and discourage us.  The love of Christ is the best, the only solution, to sin.  Christ's love endures 

all, conquers all, forgives all, heals all.  At Mass, we get to share in the love of Christ in a most 

intimate way; likewise, we also get to join his fight against sin in a most intense way.  At the 

Eucharist, we can let God transform our sufferings into a sacrifice of love.   

 

In the offertory procession, the gifts of the faithful are brought forward to the altar.  The prayer 

of the Mass will transform these gifts given to God into a spiritual gift to be returned to the 

faithful for their salvation.  We’re invited to bring, together w/ the bread and wine and donations, 

our own sufferings.  Bring the anger and pain, bring the disappointment and frustration, bring the 

guilt and grief.  Our trials and tribulations can be brought to the altar and, by virtue of Christ’s 

grace, become a sharing in his glorification.  The only requirement is that we remain in his love 

by loving one another, loving even the sinners among us.  Let’s pray this Eucharist may make 

Christ’s love grow stronger in our hearts, that his glory may shine more brightly in our Church.   


