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Today I must share the pulpit w/ my boss and former boss, namely, Bishops Finn and Boland 

who have recorded a talk about the BAA.  So I limit myself to a few remarks about the lessons 

the Magi of the Epiphany have to teach us.  Of special interest is what they teach us about faith.   

 

For starters, magi, often called "wise men," were indeed learned men.  They were scholars who 

studied the heavens, the ancient world's astrophysicists.  Their quest for knowledge ignited their 

interest in the star of Bethlehem.  Among the ancients, spectacular astronomical phenomena like 

a new star were thought to herald a momentous event, like the birth of a new king who would 

change the world.  So when the wise men saw this heavenly portent, they followed its course to 

Judea to seek out the newborn king of the Jews.  This quest for truth is what led the magi to 

Christ.  The movement of the mind drawing the heart to faith is very much part and parcel of the 

Catholic tradition.  As we grow in understanding of the created world, it prepares us to encounter 

the Creator.  Our religion harbors an intellectual tradition in which faith and reason work in 

harmony to bring us into deeper communion with God; that's why the universities dedicated to 

the pursuit of knowledge arose in the age of faith under the patronage of the Catholic Church.  I 

stress this point since too often folks think that faith and reason stand in opposition, that religion 

is merely sentimentality and superstition.  The truth is quite contrary.  Study of the created world 

should lead us to acknowledge and glorify its Maker, as the pursuit of the mysterious star led the 

wise men of old to the manger of the Savior.   

 

Secondly, the magi make a journey, a long arduous trek from God knows where in the East to the 

middle of nowhere.  Judea was an insignificant province in the vast Roman Empire; Bethlehem 

was a tiny town within its boundaries.  To seek out the star, these wise men had to travel 

hundreds of miles to an uncertain destination in a foreign land.  Then they had to deal with the 

machinations of a conniving king to finish the last leg of the trip.  Faith requires making a 

journey, stepping out of comfort zones, enduring all sorts of inconveniences along the way.  

Faith often leads us, indeed requires us, to encounter God in the most unexpected and even 

unpleasant places.  I fear some give up on God because they are, to put it bluntly, spiritually lazy.  

They neglect the fundamental narrative of salvation history that is the Exodus:  getting to the 

Promised Land requires a lengthy passage through the wilderness.  Sometimes we have to be 

willing to endure discomfort to get to God, even when that means getting up a little earlier or 

traveling a little further than we're accustomed to.  And even when we get there, it requires faith, 

sometimes heroic, to find God in the familiar, ordinary event of the Sunday Eucharist at the 

parish church.   

 

Thirdly, finally, the magi offer their finest gifts to the Christ, namely, gold, frankincense, and 

myrrh.  It is an offering of their best and it is made in a spirit of joy and worship.  That's what 

we're supposed to be doing as disciples, especially at Sunday Eucharist.  We come here to meet 



our God.  We should be joyful and reverent, and we should offer him our best.  Our monetary 

offerings are part of this, but more is required.  I mean that meeting God in Christ should 

motivate us to offer him ourselves.  The material gifts are important, but they're symbols of the 

greater gift that is a grateful, obedient heart.  The gift of the Magi also helps us understand the 

drive behind the calls to religious life and priesthood.  Priests, nuns, and other religious offer 

their lives to God in an extraordinary fashion; they do so by renouncing family, wealth, and a 

significant degree of personal freedom; they're motivated in these vows by the desire to give 

themselves more fully to Christ.  And if they enter this commitment with the right attitude and a 

mature disposition, it should be a joyful donation, precisely because this sort of radical self-

giving brings the giver into closer union with his Savior.   

 

Now we'll have a few words from our bishops.  My thanks to all who have made pledges to the 

appeal; envelopes are available in the back for those who have not yet pledged.    

 


