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Why did our Savior die on the cross?  It's a question that seldom occurs to devout Christians.  

We are so used to seeing crosses and crucifixes all over churches and shrines and religious 

paraphernalia that we take it for granted.  But in contemporary culture, where many see no value 

in suffering, there are many who reject the cross and all it represents.  So it's worthwhile to 

revisit the cross, esp. at this Good Fri liturgy where the faithful devoutly venerate this central 

symbol of our religion.   

 

To understand the cross, we must return to the very beginning.  Most know the story of the fall, 

how Adam transgressed God's command not to eat the forbidden fruit.  Adam was punished with 

death for his disobedience.  So also his descendants inherit his original sin, most commit 

personal sin, and all are subject to death.  Death is the penalty for sin.   

 

After the fall, God had 3 options for future dealings with the human race.  The first option:  he 

could simply void the penalty assigned to the transgression.  But this would violate God's justice, 

letting Adam off scot free for disobedience, as though obedience should count for nothing; 

indeed, God would have proved false to himself--threatening death as punishment but then not 

executing it.  The second option:  God could simply abandon the human race to its dismal fate.  

But this rigorous solution, while just, would be incompatible w/ God's mercy.   

 

So God pursued a third option that would satisfy the competing demands of justice and mercy 

and thereby repair the damage done by Adam's crime.  This option was to have a member of the 

human race do something so good and beautiful that it would outweigh the offense of Adam's 

sin, and all the other sins of his descendants.  The catch was that this act would have to be 

infinite in merit, so as to counterbalance the wickedness of sin.  Since sin is an offense against 

God's infinite goodness, justice demands that an act of infinite goodness be performed as 

reparation.  And only God can do something infinitely good:  hence the need for a one who is 

both God and man, namely, the God-man Jesus Christ.  And the good and beautiful deed that 

Jesus was to perform was to die on the cross out of loving obedience to his divine Father and out 

of love for his brothers and sisters in the flesh.   

 

So here appears the answer to our initial question:  why did our Savior die on the cross?  On the 

cross, God's only divine Son, made man in Jesus of Nazareth thru the miracle of the Incarnation, 

performed an act of loving obedience.  More specifically, the Lord Jesus, though totally innocent 

of sin and not deserving any punishment, freely took upon himself the death penalty imposed on 

the rest of mankind for their faults.  Theologians call this sort of act "atonement."  This member 

of the human family, our Lord and Savior and brother Jesus Christ, offered an act of atonement 

to God wherein the whole human family would be restored to friendship with him.  This 

atonement was an act of loving obedience to the Father that outweighed the offense given by 



Adam's disobedience.   Jesus, totally without sin, voluntarily accepted the penalty of sin, that is 

death.  He did so out of love for God, and out of love for his fellow human beings.  Because 

Jesus is truly man, he can stand in our place and represent us to God; further, because he is man, 

he can suffer the penalty of sin by dying on the cross.  Because Jesus is God's divine Son, his 

sacrifice is perfect, infinite in value, outweighing Adam's sin and all the other sins of the human 

race committed throughout the whole of human history.  Jesus took upon himself the penalty of 

sin that is imposed on his brothers and sisters, so that we could be forgiven and restored to 

friendship with God.   

 

At this Good Friday liturgy, we celebrate this wondrous love of God manifested on the cross of 

Christ.  It is a love that washes away all sin, restores us to friendship with God, and opens the 

gates of Paradise.  That is why the cross is worthy of veneration, for by means of the cross God's 

love has entered the world, forgiven our sins, delivered us from death, reconciled sinners to God, 

and granted us a share in life eternal.  May our acts of veneration towards the cross this day 

increase our love for Christ and help us to embrace our crosses.  May Christ's love animate our 

hearts and help us to transform our sufferings so that we, united more closely to our Redeemer, 

may make his love more present in the world.   


