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When our current pope took the name Francis, you could tell something was going to change.  

Never, among the 265 popes who preceded him in the 2000 years of the church, had anyone ever 

taken the name Francis.  There were lots of Johns, several Pauls, a couple John Pauls, quite a few 

Benedicts and Piuses.  But not a single Francis, until now.  The name was inspired by St. Francis 

of Assisi, a holy man of medieval Italy renowned for his intense devotion to poverty and the 

poor.  Ironically this charismatic figure came from money:  he was the son of a wealthy clothes 

merchant who had made it good by means of diligent work and a keen business sense.  Francis's 

father wanted his son to follow in his steps, to be a well-to-do businessman like himself.  But 

Francis would have none of it.  As the result of a dramatic religious conversion, he walked away 

from his father and his wealth and took up a life of radical poverty, fervent prayer, passionate 

preaching, and selfless service of the marginalized.  His example triggered a religious movement 

that swept across western Europe like a hurricane.  By taking the name Francis, this pope has 

decided to call our Church's attention to the need for poverty of spirit and concern for the poor 

ones among us.  Today's readings are very much in line w/ our new pontiff's message.  The story 

of the rich fool in Luke's gospel is the sad tale of a wealthy man whose possessions corrupt and 

destroy his soul.  I would draw a couple lessons. 

 

First, we must correct our attitude regarding wealth.  The Christian attitude towards wealth 

should be that of stewardship.  The idea here is that wealth is God's treasure on loan to us.  

Eventually, God will take this treasure back from us.  In the meantime that is our earthly life, we 

are to use this gift for the service of the Lord and his people.  Stewardship requires a religious 

detachment from money, that beatitude called poverty of spirit.  It's harder than it sounds, for 

wealth has an insidious way of morphing into an idol.  The sense of security it provides tempts 

people to think that, if only they have enough of it, it will protect them from any harm.  The 

attention which amassing wealth requires can slowly but surely come to dominate the spirit of 

the owner; the possessor becomes possessed by his possessions.  Hence the Lord Jesus warned 

his disciples that one cannot serve both God and money.  As the rich fool found out to his 

everlasting regret, this worship of wealth leads to disappointment and damnation.  Wise disciples 

recognize they are only stewards of their possessions, however great or small they be.  Faithful 

disciples use these possessions in the devoted service of God and neighbor.   

 

Second, these readings invite us to reexamine our attitude towards the poor.  One of the sad 

aspects of the story of the rich fool is how his bounty cuts him off from God and also from his 

neighbor.  When he learns of his abundant harvest, he gets all wrapped up in his wealth and 

himself.  He speaks to himself about what he will say to himself in the comfortable future which 

his earnings have gained for him.  The man makes no acknowledgement of God's role in 

providing a successful harvest.  Nor does the man demonstrate any concern for anybody else--

family, friends, or the needy.  Too often our wealth severs our relationships w/ those who have 



not.  Like another rich man of the gospel, we rest securely in material comfort, forgetful of poor 

Lazarus who lies at our doorstep.  And so in our affluent society, the rich and the poor dwell in 

separate neighborhoods, receive different types of education, work at separate workplaces, have 

radically different degrees of access to healthcare, are exposed to very diverse risks of crime:  

even in America, the land of opportunity, the rich and the poor seem fated to very different 

destinies.  It's not too much to say that the rich and poor inhabit separate worlds.  Pope Francis in 

harmony with these Scriptures is challenging us who are relatively well off to conversion, to 

change our attitudes and alter our behavior.  We should step out of our comfort zones, reach out 

to our impoverished neighbors, and make friends with the poor who are so dear to our Savior.  In 

this way, we can bring the scattered children of the world back into the unified family of God 

that we are called to be.   


