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During November the Church remembers the faithful departed.  The month begins w/ the feast of 

All Saints and the commemoration of All Souls.  At our parish the book of remembrance is set 

out and the names of lost loved ones are inscribed in it.  So it's providential the readings this 

Sunday revolve around the resurrection, for the resurrection is our hope for deceased friends, as 

well as for ourselves.  This central affirmation of the Christian creed also shapes our discipleship 

in the world.  So it's worth some consideration.  By way of introduction, belief in the resurrection 

is not unique to the Christian Church.  It was already afoot in Jewish circles before the birth of 

Christ.  This hope is voiced by the Maccabean martyrs in the first reading; the promise of future 

life emboldens them as they endure death for their fidelity to Judaism.  This conviction was also 

found among Jesus' contemporaries.  Yet the notion was not well developed and in certain circles 

was not accepted.  In the debate with the skeptical Sadducees, the Lord not only affirms the 

resurrection, but also grants insight into the nature of this new life.   

 

The Sadducees pose as an objection to the resurrection the curious hypothesis of a woman 

married several times.  They suggest this possibility makes the notion of a future life nonsense, 

for it raises the seemingly insoluble question of whose wife she should be.  The Lord challenges 

this impoverished notion of the afterlife, which his opponents conceive as a mere continuation of 

the present life.  Their idea is simply too small, too worldly to capture the richness of risen life.  

The children of this age marry because they are subject to death and must perpetuate the race 

through children who arise from marital union.  But those who rise from the dead no longer die, 

so marriage is unnecessary for them.  The resurrected are elevated to a higher plane of existence 

where they participate most fully in the indestructible life of God himself:  in the Lord's words, 

they are like angels, they are the children of God.  Jesus then crowns his argument by appealing 

to the familiar form of Jewish address to the Lord as the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.  

These patriarchs, though long dead to the world, remain alive to God.  This rich teaching should 

give us great hope for our loved ones who have passed on.  Their existence has not been 

extinguished.  Rather, they have entered into a state of deeper intimacy with the Lord.  They 

have died in Christ, and their souls live on in the hope of being raised in Christ at the great 

resurrection on the last day.   

 

The doctrine of the resurrection of the body gives shape to discipleship in this life as well.  In 

Judaism, marriage was tightly linked with procreation.  Behind the case posed by the Sadducees 

was the Mosaic law whereby brothers of a man who died childless were obliged to marry his 

widow to beget children on his behalf.  From the first pages of the Hebrew Scriptures, marriage 

was placed at the service of perpetuating the human race:  be fertile and multiply, fill the earth 

and subdue it.  In this perspective, children were seen as a great blessing and a sign of divine 

favor.  Conversely, in the same Old Testament view, childlessness was seen as a curse; celibacy 

was most unusual, and sometimes regarded with suspicion.  Note that our own Catholic tradition 



is faithful heir to this pro-child heritage:  our rejection of artificial methods of birth control as 

well as abortion flows from our resounding affirmation of the goodness of the natural fruit of 

conjugal love.  In that historical context, Jesus embraced celibacy and praised this practice when 

undertaken for the sake of God's kingdom, and thus became something of an innovator in 

Judaism.  His disciples took his example and teaching to heart.  From the very beginning of the 

Church, many Christians have embraced celibacy and virginity, a practice which finds its 

fundamental model in Jesus himself.  The idea is that the celibate and virgin anticipate the way 

of life that is to come, when we shall neither marry nor be given in marriage.  This manner of 

following Christ makes the future kingdom more apparent and more actual.  This practice of 

vowed celibacy is not a depreciation of marriage, but an affirmation that the love of God is all-

sufficient for human fulfillment.  Moreover, when embraced with maturity and faith, this mode 

of discipleship is love-giving and life-giving for the entire Church.   

 

At every Eucharist, the whole people of God, the living and the dead, joins in a great chorus of 

praise to the God of everlasting life.  May our partaking in this Holy Communion fortify our 

faith in the resurrection and inspire us to proclaim this hope to the world.   


