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At the closing Mass of the conclave that elected him, Pope Francis made a memorable remark in 

his homily, which was based on the event narrated in this gospel, namely, the declaration of 

Jesus' identity by Peter and the Lord's admonition that his followers must take up the cross and 

follow him.  The pope's words bear repeating:  When we journey without the Cross, when we 

build without the Cross, when we profess Christ without the Cross, we are not disciples of the 

Lord, we are worldly: we may be bishops, priests, cardinals, popes, but not disciples of the Lord.   

 It helps to understand the cross as the sum of sufferings imposed on us.  I wish to analyze 

the cross in more detail.  My hope is that we may perceive our manifold sufferings more clearly 

as the cross, as our share in the passion of our Savior.  As such, we may come to accept and even 

embrace these ordeals as the way in which we draw closer to the Lord.   

 First, there is the suffering of the human individual.  Every human being must suffer the 

gap between his aspirations and reality, the sad universal fact of broken dreams.  We desire to be 

healthy, but fall ill.  We want to live forever, but succumb to death.  We crave fulfillment in our 

careers, but remain dissatisfied.  We seek perfect intimacy in friendships and marriage, but find 

loneliness, misunderstanding, and alienation.  Whatever, whomever we have, it is simply not 

enough.   

 Second, there is the suffering of the human being in relationship.  Human beings are 

social creatures.  We require one another to survive and thrive.  But this necessary mutual 

interaction also becomes a source of tension and pain.  Neighbors, family, and friends disappoint 

us, annoy us, and wound us in multiple ways.  Enemies vex and persecute us.  The sufferings of 

loved ones hurt us deeply; their deaths sting us to the heart.   

 Third, there is the suffering of the Christian.  To follow Christ always involves suffering, 

but here and now this hard fact of discipleship is more evident.  Our corner of the world affords 

less and less space for religious belief, hence the need for this Fortnight for Religious Freedom 

that has just begun when we pray earnestly and work diligently to promote the right to practice 

our Catholic faith unencumbered by state interference.  To confess publicly one's faith in Christ, 

to live on the basis of that faith, demands stepping outside the boundaries of polite secular 

society and enduring the suffering that this marginalization entails.   

 We have a natural aversion to suffering in whatever form it takes.  And in our weakness 

we flee from the cross, as the apostles fled from the Lord at Gethsemane.  But we cannot remain 

disciples if this religious timidity hardens into a way of life:  I'm a Catholic, but I won't do 

anything that inconveniences me, I won't take up the cross.  This will not work, my dear friends.  

To follow Jesus means to accept the suffering that comes not only w/ being human, but also w/ 

being Christian.  We must accept our personal limits and frustrations; we must endure and 

forgive the faults of our neighbors; and we must bear with the hardships imposed by those 

elements in our culture hostile to the Gospel.  May the grace of this Holy Eucharist strengthen us 

to carry our crosses, that we may know the tremendous consolation of Christ's love.   


