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I recently marked my 7th anniversary at this assignment, my longest assignment as a priest.  One 

great challenge has been serving 2 different parishes w/ 2 very different sets of needs.  Much 

time and energy is spent going from one site to the other, changing gears from Holy Trinity to 

Twelve Apostles and back again.  I sometimes long for that privilege granted to certain saints 

called "bilocation," that is, the ability to be in 2 different places at once.  If it is any consolation, 

it doesn't sound like the Lord Jesus bilocated either.  If he were to do so, it would eliminate the 

need for ministers who represent him.  Instead the Lord chose to rely on others to assist in 

spreading the gospel.  In today's selection he selects emissaries to go ahead and prepare his way--

72 in addition to the first 12 apostles.  This passage helps us understand ministry in general and 

the priesthood in particular, for every minister, esp. the priest, represents Jesus.  This 

consideration is timely, as currently there is a shortage of ministers, esp. priests; in our diocese 

almost a third of the parochial communities must share a priest just as Weston & Platte City do.   

 Fundamentally, a minister represents Christ and prepares others to receive Christ.  This is 

the reason for being of the 72 as well as the 12.  If you're going to represent Jesus to others, you 

have to know him well and love him dearly.  Hence the ministers are drawn from among the 

Lord's closest disciples.  So also good candidates for the priesthood must be men of prayer, men 

who stay close to Jesus, men who seek to know his will and obey it.  

 For the sake of the mission, the minister empties himself --he travels light and relies on 

support of community he serves.  Hence the Lord tells the 72 to lay aside money bag, sack, & 

sandals.  So also priests are called to simplicity of life.  The typical priest serves 5 to 10 different 

parishes in the course of his active ministry:  that requires a lot of moving around!  Moreover, he 

ought not be preoccupied w/ material concerns.  Thus there is need for simplicity of life, a 

lifestyle unencumbered by excessive possessions and needless anxiety about financial gain.  This 

self-emptying also inspires the ideal of celibacy.  The minister is to be focused on the 

proclamation of the gospel and the service of the faith community; for this reason, he voluntarily 

surrenders wife and family in order to concentrate on the work of evangelization.   

 A minister should expect both welcome and rejection.  The Lord describes the 72 as 

lambs among wolves; he predicts opposition and gives instructions for this contingency--shake 

the dust from your feet and move on.  This is a sobering but critical fact to keep in mind:  a priest 

nowadays is apt to meet w/ a cold reception from some precisely due to his fidelity to Christ.  

Not everyone in this secularized society wants to hear the gospel; the priest of the 21st century 

must be prepared for this and not let it discourage his proclamation.  He requires evangelical 

courage to give public testimony to Christ and risk the rejection of unbelievers.   

 Finally, Jesus commands the 72 to pray for "laborers for the harvest."  Then as now, there 

is urgent need to pray for vocations to the priesthood.  The harvest is abundant, there are souls 

eager to hear the good news, but there is no one to proclaim it to them.  Let's pray then for more 

vocations to the ministerial priesthood; and let's pray that all of us, both laity and ordained, may 

be better evangelists, better representatives of the gospel, to our neighbors, so that an abundant 

harvest may be gathered for the Lord.   


