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'Tis the season when politicians kiss babies!  It's all part of that well-worn campaign tactic where 

the candidates try to convince an ever skeptical electorate that they're human and that they love 

children and that all those lobbyists and golden donors really aren't that important to them after 

all.  I doubt that the politicians are inspired toward these gestures of affections by the Lord's 

teaching in today's gospel--would that they were inspired by his teachings in the Sermon on the 

Mount!  Whatever their inspiration might be, in today's selection the Lord does indeed command 

solicitude for the little children.  "Whoever receives one child such as this in my name, receives 

me."  The Lord requires something more than sentimentality; he seeks a commitment more 

demanding than fleeting fuzzy feelings.  He expects his disciples to accept the little ones as 

members of the family of faith that is his Church.   

 

The Lord employs the child as an example to illustrate his prior point that those who would be 

leaders in the Church must put themselves at the disposal of all:  "if anyone wishes to be first, he 

shall be the last of all and the servant of all."  To clarify the all-encompassing nature of this "all" 

the Lord stands the small child in front of them.  If you want to be great in Christ's eyes, you 

have to serve even this little one who has minimal clout, zero power in the world.   A Christian 

leader's concerns must extend beyond the generous benefactors and power brokers in the 

community to encompass everyone, especially those who have the least power of all.   

 

The Lord is trying to instill concern for the powerless, the vulnerable, the little people.  We 

should ask who are these vulnerable, who are these little ones so dear to Jesus.  Obviously, there 

are the little children.  But they are not the only ones who should be the object of our concern.  I 

wish to list a few groups who represent the little ones whom we ought to welcome in Christ's 

name.  First, there are those who are not yet born--I think of the unborn children, and also of the 

human embryos conceived thru in vitro fertilization.  These are literally the littlest little ones of 

all.  They have no voice and, sad to say, in our nation they have no rights, not even the most 

fundamental right of all, the right to life.  Our Church does well to be the most vocal advocate 

for this class of vulnerable beings.  Let's hope that our fellow citizens will be persuaded by our 

witness to join in granting full legal protection to these the smallest children.  Second, there are 

the children and minors.  The past several years have occasioned a probing examination of 

conscience for the Catholic community.  As difficult as this period has been, I feel that it has 

brought welcome reforms that will better protect the vulnerable minors in our midst.  I also hope 

that the lessons we have learned will help us to bring similar reforms to our society, for there are 

many other venues where minors have been and continue to be the object of exploitation.  Third, 

I think of immigrants.  I know this is a controversial topic, as many regard the foreigner within 

our borders with misgivings, sometimes with hostility.  I recognize the need for secure borders 

and regulations on immigration.  However, a more fundamental teaching should inform our 

attitude as Catholics, namely, the Lord's words, "I was a stranger and you welcomed me."  Many 



of these immigrants are among the little ones.  Too often the immigrant is vulnerable to abuse 

and exploitation due linguistic barriers and precarious legal status.  Our basic stance as disciples 

towards the alien in our midst should be one of hospitality and kindness.  Fourth, there are 

prisoners.  Again, this is a touchy topic, for among the incarcerated are those who have 

committed horrendous crimes.  Obviously, there is need for prisons to protect the innocent and 

punish the guilty.  However, in our society, I sense the emergence of a vindictive spirit that is 

never satisfied with any punishment, no matter how severe.  Let us remember that our Lord has 

died for all sinners, even the worst of criminals; he has identified with prisoners by becoming a 

prisoner himself; let us recall his words to be uttered to the blessed, "I was in prison and you 

came to visit me."  Even to the most impenitent malefactors, Jesus offers the chance for 

repentance and forgiveness.  We as Christ's followers do well to remember the famous words 

attributed to one of our saints:  as this holy man watched the condemned ascend the gallows for 

execution, he would often remark, "There but for the grace of God go I."  Fifth, there are those 

for whom death is perilously close by reason of bodily infirmity:  the elderly, the chronically ill, 

the shut-ins.  Again, our Lord has commanded us to see him in them--"I was sick, and you came 

to visit me."  Our parishes already bring Communion to several homebound parishioners.  I hope 

that in the near future others will step forward to assist in this invaluable ministry of outreach.  

Sixth, there are the poor.  I fear that in our affluent nation the gap between the have's and have 

not's is growing apace.  The number of folks who suffer hunger, thirst, who lack housing and 

medical care, seems to be increasing.  We Christians must see the face of Christ reflected in 

these impoverished souls.  Our parishes do already try to assist through our monthly food 

collection for United Services, the dedication of our parish tithe to charitable agencies, and also 

through the numerous parishioners who volunteer their time and donate their treasure to help 

their needy neighbors.  My hope is that our charitable outreach will continue to grow.   

 

"Whoever receives one child such as this in my name, receives me; and whoever receives me, 

receives the One who sent me."  Our Lord's words teach us that the acts of charity performed by 

disciples are not merely good deeds.  Rather, they are an opportunity to meet our God in Christ.  

These acts of kindness to the little ones should be for us a religious experience.  Let's pray that 

the Christ whom we receive at this Eucharist we shall also recognize in the face of our needy 

brothers and sisters.   


