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Today's readings touch on the most sensitive of topics in Catholic preaching:  money.   The first 

reading and the gospel are dominated by the theme.  They're actually quite interesting and 

contemporary if you bother to study them.  The OT reading from Amos denounces the unjust 

economic exchanges going on in ancient Israel.  It's about dishonest merchants who manipulate 

the currency along with the weights and measures of the agrarian economy so as to enrich 

themselves at the expense of the working class folk, folk who were already dirt poor by 

contemporary American standards.  It sounds a bit like those unscrupulous financiers on Wall St. 

who gain humongous profits via Ponzi schemes, insider trading, and assorted white collar 

crimes, while leaving ordinary people in penury.  Then the Gospel is the enigmatic parable of the 

corrupt steward.  It's probably the most impenetrable parable in the entire body of the Lord's 

teaching.  Its unsavory protagonist is, let's be honest, a crook.  He's a steward, sort of like a 

financial advisor, CFO, or business manager, who handles the day to day economic transactions 

of a wealthy client.  But he isn't doing a very good job--perhaps he's skimming off the top, 

perhaps he's made some bad investments--somehow he's squandering the rich man's property, so 

he gets his "two weeks notice"; he has to prepare an account of his stewardship so his successor 

will know the financial score, that is, who the master's debtors are and how much they owe him.  

So the steward has a clever, albeit patently dishonest idea.  He cooks the books with the debtors, 

allowing them to reduce the amount of their debts.  By ingratiating himself with them, he 

fashions a kind of golden parachute to ensure a safe landing after the master has thrown him out.  

Somehow the master comes to learn of the scheme.  The story's ending is most ironic:  rather 

than chastising the crooked steward, the master commends him for his resourcefulness!   

 

The Lord's lesson from all this is not that being dishonest is a good thing, mind you.  What he's 

commending is the insight that money isn't everything; in fact, even worldly minded folk like the 

corrupt steward recognize that money isn't always the most important thing.  This colorful 

character knows that it benefits him to sacrifice short term financial gain so as to make friends 

who can assist him in the near future.  Make friends for yourselves with dishonest wealth, the 

Lord teaches.  Use the money that is given you in this life to secure eternal dwellings for 

yourselves in the next.  Please note that this doesn't mean you can somehow buy your way into 

heaven, either.  Rather, it's about having that attitude towards wealth that we call stewardship, 

the awareness that material possessions are God's gift on loan to us for this life only.  We're 

going to be judged not on how much or how little wealth we acquired in life, but rather on how 

we used whatever gifts God gave us.  Utilizing our financial endowments in the service of the 

Lord and his Church and in helping our needy neighbors is the wise use that is pleasing in God's 

sight.  If we are faithful in this matter, the Lord will trust us with the eternal wealth that is 

promised to all who faithfully follow him.  Let's pray the Lord grace our hearts with a joyful and 

generous spirit that may enrich everyone around us!   

 


