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Today's readings recommend an exposition of Church teaching on sexual morality, an exposition 

all the more urgent due to the widespread rejection this teaching nowadays.  So let us begin at 

the beginning.  I suspect most do not know the first commandment to human beings recorded in 

the Bible.  This command is found in Genesis 1:28:  Be fruitful and multiply.  In catechizing 

engaged couples on this matter, one old priest used to quip:  Do as I say, and not as I don't.  This 

commandment follows right after the creation of human beings.  Genesis states:  God created 

man in his own image, in the image of God he created him; male and female he created them.   
 

In this first creation account, sexual identity is presented as the most fundamental difference in 

human beings:  male and female God created them.  Human beings are made male and female by 

divine design:  sexual identity is not a mere biological accident nor a social construct; rather, it is 

a deliberate feature of the Creator's plan.  Male and female are the two basic modes of being 

human.  The two sexes are necessary for completeness--neither fully images the divine w/o the 

other; neither can perpetuate the human race w/o the other.  God's command to procreate is 

coupled w/ another--Fill the earth and subdue it; have dominion over the other living creatures.  

Human beings are ordered to reproduce themselves and come to share in their Creator's 

dominion over the rest of creation.  Through the act of bringing children to life and raising them 

up, man and woman are not merely perpetuating the species as do other living creatures.  Rather, 

human beings are co-creators, in a real albeit limited sense, who cooperate with God their Maker 

in making, sustaining, and governing the world.   

 

A second creation account appears right after first.  Much of this latter account constitutes 

today's first reading.  Here the first man is presented as a solitary, lonely being.  So the woman is 

formed as a suitable partner for him.  Please note that she is taken from the substance of the man, 

unlike the other living creatures who pop out of the ground; to be precise, woman emerges from 

his side, near his heart.  She is different from man, and hence is given a different name, 

"woman," but this same name indicates she is fundamentally equal to man, for she has been 

taken out of him--she is bone of his bones, flesh of his flesh.  It is this divinely designed 

interplay, an elegant harmonization of equality and difference that makes man and woman 

suitable partners for each other.  And hence, as the passage concludes, a man leaves his parents 

and clings to his wife, and the two become one flesh, thereby finding completion and fulfillment.   

 

Finally, the gospel is a recapitulation and development of the venerable doctrine of Genesis.  The 

Lord Jesus invites his audience to return to the pristine state of man and woman; he challenges 

them to look at marriage as it was in the very beginning, that is, as it was meant to be before the 

Mosaic Law, indeed, before sin.  And he summons his hearers to recapture the original spirit, the 

original divine plan for human sexuality.  In this design, as Jesus explains, divorce had no place, 

for man and wife were to become one flesh in accord w/ the Creator's intention--what God had 

joined, no human being should separate.  The permission of divorce and also polygamy in the 



Old Covenant were concessions to the hardness of human hearts, concessions no longer valid in 

the New Covenant to be inaugurated in the blood of Christ.   

 

This Scriptural background provides the basis for contemporary Catholic teachings on sexual 

morality, doctrines that seem so out of place to so many of our contemporaries.  The reason that 

God created human beings male and female, the reason he created sexuality and sex, is found in 

this indissoluble, lifegiving union between one man and one woman called marriage.  Through 

the lifelong exclusive commitment of themselves to each other, man and woman complete each 

other; furthermore, their love blessed by God normally gives origin to new life as well.  This 

vision for human sexuality excludes customs and behaviors which run contrary to God's 

intention.  So-called homosexual marriages are inconceivable because they cannot serve the 

purposes of human sexuality, namely, bringing natural completion to the parties and procreating 

new human life:  only a woman can be a suitable partner for a man, and vice-versa; only a union 

between man and woman can bring new life into the world.  Any sexual relations outside the 

marriage covenant are prohibited because conjugal relations are meant both to symbolize and 

strengthen the marital union, a union which consists in the exclusive and lifelong gift of man and 

woman to each other.  Divorce followed by remarriage tears asunder the bond uniting the man 

and woman in one flesh.  Contraception and sterilization are immoral because they deprive the 

act of human love of its natural fruit, the gift of new human life.   

 

These hard sayings being stated, it should be added that the Church is not against divorced 

people, or homosexuals, or others who do not follow her teachings.  Our Church, like our Lord, 

teaches her children to love all human beings, whatever their beliefs and behaviors, for all are 

created in God's image and likeness, all are redeemed by the blood of his Son, all are invited to 

the heavenly banquet of divine love.  However, our Church also takes seriously the universal call 

to repentance, for she knows that everyone is subject to dangerous passions and pressures which 

would lead to death and damnation.  Our Church invites everyone to give prayerful attention to 

the teaching of Christ.  We do well, all of us sinners, to ponder his last words in today's gospel:  

whoever does not accept the kingdom of God as a child, will not enter it.  My dear people, let us 

not think ourselves, for all our learning and life experience, to be wiser than the divine teacher or 

more compassionate than our merciful Savior!  Jesus invites us to accept his kingdom, his 

Lordship, his teachings, with child-like trust.  Let us believe, even if we do not yet understand; 

let us follow, even though we do not yet see; let us trust that the Good Shepherd shall lead us in 

the way of everlasting life.     


