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Amid all the excitement about a new pope who is saying many new things, the Year of Faith in 

the Church has gotten pushed into the background.  As providence would have it, the theme of 

faith sets at the center of the Bible readings today.  A few points stand out for attention.   

 

The OT text speaks of the necessity of faith.  The just one, because of his faith, shall live.  Yet 

believing doesn't come easily.  It is a perennial problem.  Along w/ our Jewish forebears, we 

Christians believe in a benevolent, all wise, all powerful God.  But this faith is tested by the 

presence of evil in the world.  So sounds the lament of the prophet Habakkuk in the first reading:   

Why do you let me see ruin; why must I look at misery?  I cry for help, but you do not listen, he 

complains.  Scholars surmise that the background may have been the impending collapse of the 

kingdom of Judah in the 6th century before Christ-- a catastrophe that sorely tested the faith of 

the chosen people.  Why would a good God permit such evil?  The closing admonition is to be 

faithful:  the just one, because of his faith, shall live.  For the prophet, this faith demands staying 

in dialogue w/ God.  In a paradoxical way, Habakkuk's complaints and questioning are an 

expression of faith:  he questions and complains because he believes there is a God who listens 

and who will respond to him.  So there is need for persevering & authentic prayer, even when 

God seems distant and silent.  So we must seek the shelter of the Church and frequent her liturgy, 

for here God speaks to us in his Word and nourishes us in Sacrament.   

 

Habakkuk's declaration that the just man will be saved because of his faith gets adopted by St. 

Paul when he develops his doctrine of justification by faith.  Paul's idea is that people are 

justified, that is, set right with God, as a result of faith in Christ, not by their own works.  Human 

beings are unable by their own powers to save themselves:  they are not able to overcome sin; 

nor can they merit forgiveness; still less can they conquer death.  Rather, our Savior Jesus Christ 

redeems everyone by dying on the cross in our place.  Through faith in Christ, a person 

appropriates this gift of salvation.  The rest of Christian life is the acting out of this faith through 

deeds of faithful love towards God and neighbor.  One cares for the poor, witnesses to the 

gospel, does prayers and devotions, pardons enemies, and so forth, because of faith.  Thru faith 

we open our hearts to God's grace and let it work through us to accomplish wonderful things.  

From start to finish, all is God's gift.  That means we can never claim our good works as our 

own.  The Lord never owes us, not even the greatest of saints.  The gospel story of the servants 

illustrates this doctrine.  Even at the end of a long hard day of work, faithful servants don't 

expect the Master to wait on them at table.  Jesus is saying that however much his disciples may 

do for the cause of the kingdom, they always remains debtors to God, even at the end of a long 

life spent in his service.  All their labors are God's work, a work begun in God-given faith and 

completed through God-given charity.   

 



Finally, another facet of faith is its capacity to do marvelous things.  The Lord tells his disciples 

that if they had faith no bigger than a mustard seed, they could move a mulberry tree.  The better 

known saying speaks of moving a mountain.  When I was a little boy, I wondered if anyone had 

actually tried such an experiment--it could have saved us some money on site development at 

XII Apostles!  The point of the saying is that a faith-filled person is an enormous force for good.  

Faith allows God to work thru us.  It's like putting up a sail that catches the wind to propel an 

enormous ship; it's like a generator wheel plunged into a river that transforms the current's 

energy into electricity to illuminate a city.  Faith opens the human spirit to the power of the 

Almighty and lets him renew the face of the earth.  That's why great saints--think of Mother 

Teresa or Pope JPII--literally remade the world:  Mother Teresa launched a religious movement 

that spread across the globe and caught the attention of millions; JPII ignited a spiritual 

revolution that helped tear asunder the Iron Curtain.  Thru their faith, God reshaped the course of 

history.  Let's pray that the grace of this Eucharist will increase our faith, that through us God's 

Spirit may renew the face of the earth!   


