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This summer I celebrated my 7th anniversary as your pastor.  This is by far the longest stretch of 

time I've ever spent in one place in my adult life.  So I've been looking back on my tenure here, 

and I find that I have been at my worst when I've been complaining.  I complain when I am 

unjustly put upon, when someone deprives me of my fair share, when others are ungrateful for 

my efforts.  Complaining involves me griping at heaven and earth for not giving me what I think 

I'm entitled to.  Complaining, if not checked, gets me all wrapped up in my issues and closes me 

off from everyone else.  People who complain a lot don't do much good for anybody else.   

 

I find that thanksgiving is a great remedy for complaining. In thanksgiving, a person who is 

conscious of having been blessed acknowledges the source of the gift.  Good people give thanks 

when they get presents, receive kindness, are shown courtesy.  And people who have a thankful 

disposition are usually ready to do good to others, to share their blessings w/ their neighbor.   

 

The Eucharist, the great liturgical feast at the center of our faith, is all about thanksgiving.  In 

fact, the Greek word from which Eucharist comes literally means thanksgiving.  Catholics should 

be thankful people because we believe that God has given us all the blessings possible, for in 

Jesus Christ God has given us himself.  And at every Eucharist we receive this gift in Holy 

Communion.  And so at every Eucharist we recall the great events of salvation history through 

which this gift has come to us, the life death and resurrection of Jesus, just so we won't forget 

what the Mass is all about.   

 

Thankful people tend to be generous people.  As disciples, we're called to be like the Samaritan 

leper who came back to Jesus and fell at his feet and thanked him.  Out of this Eucharistic spirit, 

we ought to be grateful givers too.  We've been richly blessed by God.  And we're called to bless 

others out of the riches that God has given us.   

 

Here at XII Apostles, we've been blessed w/ a beautiful new church, a blessing made sweeter by 

the knowledge that many of us played a part in its construction.  With this blessing come new 

challenges:  our parish is bigger and has more need of ministers and catechists; our profile in the 

local community is more conspicuous and recommends greater community involvement; our 

debt is large and must be repaid.  I encourage everyone to renew the Eucharistic spirit:  recommit 

to the support of our parish by generous use of your time, talent, and treasure.  Consider how you 

may serve our community as a lay minister, a catechist, a member of the church cleaning team or 

by helping at a social assistance agency like United Services or Hillcrest Transitional Housing.  

Review your charitable giving and ask the Lord whether it might be time to increase your tithe.  

Let's pray the Lord will inspire us to be a more grateful, a more Eucharistic people, so that the 

beautiful presence of Christ may be more visible in our world!   


