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 We Catholics just began the Year of Faith a couple weeks ago.  I wonder what non-

believers think of this event, if they think of it at all--it hasn't gotten much coverage in the 

secular press.  I suspect the non-religious regard faith itself as a superstitious delusion, a sort of 

primitive ideology which has somehow outlived its credibility and lingered on into the modern 

era.  Maybe they think faith is just a childish fantasy world dreamed up by folks who are too dull 

to grasp modern science or too weak to cope w/ the harder facets of the human condition.  In any 

event, I fear that many if not most of our unbelieving contemporaries do not take the Christian 

faith or the Christian faithful very seriously, so the idea of a Year of Faith may strike them as a 

protracted celebration of absurdity.   

 The gospel today is an engaging rebuttal of this modern mindset--I think this to be 

evidence of Scripture's divine inspiration that it can so directly confront errors arising 2000 years 

after it was published.  In the center of this passage stands the figure of blind Bartimaeus, 

pleading for his sight.  And the healing of his blindness is directly correlated w/ his profession of 

faith in Jesus.  Bartimaeus cries out to Jesus because he believes the Lord can heal him.  And as 

Jesus restores his sight, he declares "your faith has saved you."  Faith enlightens.  Faith enables 

one to see what he could not see before.  When Jesus tells people to believe in his gospel and in 

himself, he is summoning them to see reality as it really is.  Faith is not about shutting one's eyes 

to the real world; rather, faith is about opening one's eyes to behold reality in its fullness.  

Conversely, w/o faith people are blind to the most important dimension of reality, namely, a 

loving God made incarnate in Christ who invites us to salvation, that is, to communion in his 

eternal life.   

 Bartimaeus' story does not end w/ the restoration of his vision.  "Immediately Bartimaeus 

received his sight and followed Jesus on the way."  The final act of this story is that Bartimaeus 

starts to follow Jesus.  So also for every sincere believer faith must be expressed in discipleship, 

that is, following Jesus.  Discipleship means listening to the Lord's teaching and learning from 

him, conforming one's life to the Lord's commands, maintaining communion with the Lord in 

prayer and sacrament.  Faith must be practiced to be sustained.  That's why we Catholics are 

expected to come to Mass every Sunday, pray every day, and live in obedience to the teachings 

of our Church--a life of regular prayer and worship, a life that squares w/ the faith we profess, 

this is what following Jesus involves.   

 Finally, the following of Jesus has an evangelical aspect.  Undoubtedly the miracle of 

Bartimaeus' healing inspired others to follow the Lord.  It was so memorable, in fact, that 

Bartimaeus' story was included the gospel narrative where it has continued to draw people to 

Jesus.  So also the life of every Christian, if it be a faith-filled existence as it ought to be, has 

evangelical power.  Letting ourselves be transformed by God's grace helps us draw others to 

Jesus; holy Christians make Christ visible to their neighbors and attract them to his Church.  

Let's pray this Eucharist will increase our faith in the Lord Jesus that we may follow him more 

closely, and may the story of our conversion and discipleship draw others to faith in Christ as 

well.   


