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I have an older priest friend who considers the tale of Zacchaeus his favorite.  I think it's partly 

because he, like Zacchaeus, is short of stature and has a natural sympathy with the vertically 

challenged, though I doubt my 70 year old colleague would venture to climb a tree to see 

anybody!  My friend remarked that Jesus probably had a good belly laugh over the incident.  

You can just imagine the Lord walking along the road and seeing this little fellow perched up in 

the branches of a sycamore tree and saying under his breath:  what on earth is that guy thinking!   

 

There's a few simple lessons to be drawn from this memorable encounter.  First of all, sometimes 

we have to go out of our way to see Jesus, even to the point of looking foolish.  I'm sure there 

were quite a few folks snickering at the sight of Zacchaeus clambering up a tree.  Given that he 

was a tax collector and thus none too popular, they were likely laughing at him rather than with 

him.  I'm sure some of you have had to put up with unflattering remarks from acquaintances 

about all those crazy things Catholics do, from going to Mass every Sunday and Holy Day to 

confessing your sins to a priest, as well as things Catholics don't do, from meat on Fridays of 

Lent to artificial contraception.  If you're an unbeliever, Catholicism doesn't make much sense.  

Of course, if you're a thoroughgoing unbeliever, life, death, and the world itself don't make much 

sense either, but that's fodder for another sermon. The reason we Catholics do all this extra 

religious stuff is that we're trying to see Jesus.  Our involved rituals and demanding moral 

practices help us rise above the ordinary chaos of the human condition and see the Lord.   And 

even though many may ridicule our efforts, these exertions are pleasing in God's sight.  Like 

Zacchaeus before us, we discover that the Lord wants to stay at our house, that is, Jesus will 

abide in our Church and dwell in our hearts.  And like the tax collector of old, we will rejoice to 

have Jesus in our midst.   

 

A second lesson is that our encounter with Jesus should transform our relationships with others.  

When onlookers saw that the Lord was keeping company with a sinful tax collector, they 

grumbled about it.  But Zacchaeus had a conversion of heart.  He vowed to give half his 

possessions to the poor, and to restore fourfold anything he had taken unjustly.  The awareness 

that Jesus loves us and lives within us should transform the way we relate to other people.  It 

should make us more generous to those in need.  And it should spur us to make amends with 

anyone we have hurt or offended.  When you realize you're loved by God, and you know 

everyone else is too, it's only logical to share the love.  And that involves helping those who are 

hurting as well as making restitution to those we've hurt.  Let's pray that Jesus will deign to enter 

our hearts at this Eucharist and fill us with joy so that we can bring that joy to our friends and 

neighbors.   


