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In the Year of Faith, it is only logical to explore the nature of Catholic faith.  The readings this 

Sunday providentially offer studies in faith, specifically, case studies of the prophet Isaiah and 

the apostle Peter.  Let's consider these lessons more closely.  For starters, faith involves listening 

and obedience.  This is most evident w/ Peter.  Peter was a devout Jew, so it's likely he listened 

to the Lord's preaching at the synagogue in his hometown of Capernaum.  He had observed him 

cure his mother-in-law.  He listened to the Lord again as he taught from his boat in the Lake of 

Gennesaret.  Then the Lord spoke directly to Peter:  he told him to put out into the deep and 

lower his nets for a catch.  Now we shouldn't suppose that this request was easy for Peter to 

accept.  Peter was a professional fisherman, familiar w/ this lake right in his backyard.  Jesus, by 

contrast, was a carpenter from distant Nazareth, a tiny village far removed from major bodies of 

water.  Who knows if he had ever been in a boat before, much less done any fishing?  One could 

read a lot between the lines of Peter's response:  Master, we have worked hard all night and 

caught nothing.  Maybe he was thinking--who is this landlubber, this carpenter turned rabbi to 

tell me about my business of fishing!  Nonetheless, Peter obeyed:  at your command, I will lower 

the nets.  Listening to Jesus and obeying him doesn't come easy to people nowadays.  What does 

Jesus, a Palestinian Jew who died almost 2000 years ago, have to do w/ me and my problems in 

21st century America?  We do well to heed Peter's example.  Make time to listen to the Lord, and 

obey him.  One activity I recommend this Year of Faith is simply to quiet down and sit down w/ 

the Gospels and let Jesus speak.  You know, if you just read a chapter a day, and those chapters 

are quite short, you can get through all four gospels in about 3 months.  If we just make time to 

listen to the Lord, I'm convinced he'll tell us something that can change our lives.  Let's consider 

the next step in the gospel story as it discloses another aspect of the Christian faith.   

 

Second, faith is an occasion for revelation and repentance.  As mentioned, Peter was rather 

skeptical about his fishing prospects that day.  But what a surprise he got when he obeyed Jesus!  

He caught more fish than he had ever caught in his life.  So many that the load almost sank the 

boat.  Then and there Simon Peter had a revelation:  this guy in the boat was more than a 

carpenter turned rabbi who had a few good sermons and neat tricks to drive out demons.  Peter 

knew the lake and the fishing trade well enough to realize that this catch just wasn't humanly 

possible.  This Jesus was a man in whom God was at work in an unprecedented way.  So Peter 

had the natural normal reaction people always have when they come face to face w/ the divine:  

he was scared to death:  depart from me Lord, for I am a sinful man.  Now Isaiah the prophet had 

a similar experience, and since he was better w/ words let's consider it.  Upon seeing the divinity, 

Isaiah cries out:  woe is me, I am doomed; I am man of unclean lips, living among a people of 

unclean lips, yet my eyes have seen the Lord of hosts.  Isaiah had just beheld God in his glory; 

he'd heard the seraphim singing their Sanctus.  And he knew he was so lowly and unworthy that 

his efforts to join in the song would be a disservice to the Almighty.  The Lord had the 



immaculate angelic chorus chanting to his majesty; for a sinful mortal to hazard an attempt at 

praise would be like a first grader w/ a kazoo trying to play along w/ the KC Symphony.   

 

Third, faith leads to forgiveness and vocation.  God revealed himself to Peter and Isaiah not to 

terrify them, but to call them to a special mission.  The only way to get their attention was to 

startle them w/ his splendor, and in the act of beholding God's power and majesty, these men also 

were convicted of their own weakness and sinfulness.  But the story doesn't end with them 

cowering in their guilt.  Rather, there is forgiveness.  An angel is sent from the altar, w/ ember in 

hand, to sanctify Isaiah's unclean lips.  Likewise, Jesus calms Peter--Be not afraid, he says.  And 

after God forgives and heals, he calls them to service.  Isaiah is commissioned to preach the 

word of the Lord to Israel.  Peter is told to leave his nets behind, for he will be catching men 

instead of fish.   

 

During this Year of Faith, we are invited to experience more profoundly God's forgiveness in 

Christ and to discern more clearly his vocation for us.  As we listen attentively to Jesus in 

reading and prayer, I suspect the Lord will open our eyes to the reality of evil within ourselves.  

The Lord does this not to make us feel bad, but to move us to repentance.  And out of the event 

of repentance and forgiveness, the Lord can also grant us a clearer vision of our vocation.  You 

see, God summons each and every one of us to perform a special task, to live a unique life, that 

no one else can.  For most of us, this means living our vocations as husbands, fathers, mothers, 

wives, priests, and religious precisely as vocations, that is, to live our state in life as a mission 

from God, our way of making the peace and joy of Christ more present in the world.  For our 

youth, this means discerning their as yet unknown vocation, coming to see their future as a call 

to serve Christ.  You see, God calls all his people to holiness; he calls each of us to express that 

holiness in a manner that is as unique as our DNA.  But too often our favorite sins have a way of 

clouding our vision and preventing us from living the Christian life to the full.  So let's pray that 

the Lord will speak to our hearts the next several months, reveal himself and his plan for our 

lives, and help us set out on the path of more faithful discipleship.   


