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Recently I read a bestseller, something I seldom do, since my curious tastes make me averse to 

most popular literature.  The book was surprisingly good, a fictional story that tried to reconcile 

God's goodness with the fact of evil in this world; it also dealt with forgiveness and the nature of 

God.  While the work certainly was not in perfect conformity w/ Catholic doctrine, it was 

remarkable for presenting a reasonably orthodox vision of God.  The main character suffers a 

horrific family catastrophe which shakes his religious faith; a few years later he receives a 

written invitation from the Lord to meet him at the same site where the tragedy occurred.  God 

appears to him there, not as an old man with a long white beard, but as three distinct persons, all 

of them notably young and quite dynamic.  And the three figures are often engaged in lively 

conversation with one another; the main character gets to enjoy their company, often at table, 

and comes away with a much better outlook on God and his relationship to the world.   

 

As I said, the novel presents a pretty good Christian picture of the deity.  Often we imagine God 

as a solitary figure, the aged gentleman w/ the long white beard.  But the central belief of the 

Christian religion is that God is a Trinity, three divine persons in one being.  The Father, the Son, 

and the Holy Spirit whom we read about throughout the NT name three distinct persons who are 

equally divine and one in being.  And the three stand in a kind of dynamic relationship with each 

other:  the Father begets the Son, both Father and Son spirate, that is, breathe forth, the Spirit.  At 

the center of the divinity, there is this eternal interplay among three persons giving and receiving 

life and love from one another.   

 

The good news of the gospel is that this same God can and does invite human beings to share in 

this divine exchange of life and love.  Our God is not a cold, distant divinity who for some 

inexplicable reason called the cosmos into existence.  Rather, God is a dynamic communion of 

persons, and the universe results from a kind of overflowing of his creative goodness.  God 

creates other beings that they may share in his life and love.  Even in the Old Testament, the 

Jewish people already sensed their God as one who desired to be close to them--he had delivered 

them from slavery, he had spoken to them that they might hear.  Like a wise father, he had given 

them rules to live by, namely, the law of the covenant for their own good, that they might enjoy 

health and prosperity.  In the New Testament, the God who had already drawn near to the chosen 

people came to dwell among us in the person of Jesus of Nazareth.  The God of Jesus Christ 

gives human beings the chance to become his friends, to enter into the eternal conversation 

between the Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  And so by Christ's command we are baptized in the 

name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, as we hear in the Gospel today.  We are marked by the 

Trinity as destined for eternal communion with its inner life.  And so we who have been 

baptized, literally, plunged into the mystery of God, can even now call upon him as Father, for 

the Spirit of his Son has come to dwell within our hearts.  By baptism we have been adopted into 

the divine family.   



 

As baptism makes us part of God's household, the Eucharist may be likened to a meal at the 

family home; indeed, Holy Communion is a kind of foretaste of the heavenly banquet to be 

enjoyed in Paradise.  May our sharing in this Holy Eucharist help us to experience more fully 

this tremendous mystery of divine love which is the Blessed Trinity.  And may the love of Christ 

which has overflowed into our hearts, flow out from us to enrich the world with the peace and 

joy of God.   


