
August 4, 2020      Joint Special Meeting of St Mary’s Pastoral & Finance Councils

Members present:  Fr. Leo, Joyce Syth, Dean Lindner, Carol Plautz, Heather Brehm, Luke 
Nigon, Sue Pakiz, Travis Petke, Christian Lea, Jerome Kempasky
Teacher/Principal Present:  Jeannine Raycher
Parents present:  Dr. Kati (Smith) Ghess, Traci Lindner and Danae Stieglitz

Fr. Leo led all in prayer at 7:02 p.m.  The purpose of this meeting is the decision-making 
process in the future of our St. Mary’s School.  Fr. Leo then summarized the number of students 
in each class with a total of 10 students for the 2020-21 school year.

Options presented:  1. Run school with 3 teachers per 10 students 
                                 2. Run school with 2 teachers per 10 students
                                 3. Do not run school at all/Close

Bishop William Patrick Callahan’s idea was to try to keep the school open one more year.

Mrs. Raycher remarked that having only 10 children registered is disappointing. She and the 
other 2 teachers are willing to do whatever is necessary.

Jeannine also stated that if the decision is made to go down to 2 teachers, Mrs. Harnisch is 
willing to leave and Mrs. Pachan would stay.

Thoughts of the crowd:  Joe Green, Elementary School Principal, stated that the Kindergarten 
Class has no students coming here per one member who is also on the Public School Board.  
There are only a few couples with elementary students attending Mass here.  Other parochial 
schools are having similar low student numbers. Tuition would likely be covered with the number 
of students we have.  There was differing discussion regarding curriculum taught compared to 
the Public School system.

The question rose regarding the PPP loan if we cut a staff member.  The loan was awarded on 
April 16th and went for 8 weeks and then later extended.

Mrs. Raycher expressed that she felt the lower student numbers was because of ‘loss of 
support from parents’.

Mrs. Julie Denk could be used as a Teacher’s Aide and could be best utilized in helping with 
reading and math.

Regarding Virtual Classroom, Mrs. Raycher said they are better prepared for this coming school 
year than what they were this past Spring.

The final consensus was to continue school for the 2020-21 school year with 2 teachers.  We 
will then re-evaluate later.

School Lunch could be more cost effective by using ADS. This will be investigated further.

Submitted by:  Dr. Kati Ghess, Acting Secretary        Typed by: Sue Pakiz, Finance Chairperson




