
Kids Ministry - Liturgical Resources  
First Sunday in Advent 
November 28, 2021  

 
First Reading:  Jeremiah 33.14-16 
Psalm: #25 
Second Reading: 1 Thessalonians 3.12-4.2 
Gospel: Luke 21.25-28, 34-36 

Theme: God works out our salvation in the days of our lives. 
 
Commentary: 
    The days are coming, says the first reading, that God will fulfill His promises. In every 
generation, God shows up to do what He has promised: be present to His people, show us 
love and mercy, teach us His ways, and draw us to Himself. The second reading reminds us to 
live faithfully, to show up for God, and then the Gospel tells us to be ready at all times for 
Jesus to come again.  
     Christmas is coming soon. It’s easy to tell. The signs are all around us. Over 2000 years 
ago there was no social media to announce that a child would be born and the He would be 
the Saviour of the world. When Jesus was born, very few people even know about it. But it was 
an event that God had promised and it was foretold by prophets many years before. Yet, no 
one knew exactly when he was coming.  
     We are beginning the season of Advent today. Advent means “the coming of something 
very important”. It is a time when we look forward to the celebration of Jesus’ birth at 
Christmas, and we also look forward to Jesus’ return. No one knows exactly when he will 
return, but we watch and eagerly wait. Every year, in Advent, we prepare our hearts for the 
second coming by meditating/thinking deeply on, and celebrating the first coming of the infant 
Jesus. The time for getting ready for Jesus is always now because God is working out our 
salvation in the moments that make up the days of our lives. 
  
Discussion starters: 

1. Choose one of the three readings, or the psalm, and read it together. Discuss using 
some of the questions below.  

2. What are some of the signs that tell us Christmas is coming? (Christmas decorations, 
Christmas songs on the radio, commercials on TV and more) 

3. If we didn’t have these things to remind us Christmas was coming how could we tell it 
is? (we probably would not know if we had not hear the Old Testament prophecies) 

Prayer for Families: Saving Jesus, we thank you for this special tim elf year and its important 
meaning to us. We praise you for keeping your promise to send a Saviour who will come back 
again. Prepare us to welcome you here and now so that we will be ever ready for the ways you 
are coming among us, building your kingdom in our homes, neighbourhoods, communities, 
and world. Come, Lord Jesus, make us ready to welcome you here and now. 

Family Activity Suggestions: and Colouring Page: Pages 2 - 3 below 
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Family Activity Suggestions For First Sunday of Advent 

MAKE AN ADVENT WREATH, CALENDAR OR JESSE TREE 
For many Christian families, an Advent wreath, Jesse Tree or Advent calendar are favoriate ways to 
celebrate the time leading up to Christmas Day. See instructions and the meaning of each symbol for 
making your own Advent Wreath, DIY Advent Calendar or Jesse Tree at Advent to Epiphany 
Resources. Included in this section of Holy Cross Kids Ministry website, is a list of this year’s daily 
readings and suggestions for short Advent activities for the Advent Calendar. Some families choose to 
read at least one of the readings and light that week(s) candle(s), taking about 10 minutes to discuss 
the meaning of the reading.  

SEEKING SIGNS FOR HIS RETURN: 
"HIDE" some Bible verses written on slips of paper around the room. Let the children "SEEK" 
for these Bible verses that tell us that Jesus is coming again. (Examples: Luke 12:40; Luke 21:27; 
Matt. 24:30-31; Matt. 24:44; Matt. 25:13; Matt. 16:27; John 14:1-3; Mark 8:38; I Thess. 4:16.) Discuss 
that Jesus himself told us that he would return again and let the children read the Bible verse 
written on their slip. 

A STOCKING FOR JESUS: 
Provide each child with an inexpensive Christmas stocking. Provide a marker for the children 
to write JESUS at the top of the stocking. Hang them with the rest of the family stockings. 
During the Advent season, whenever the child does a good deed, it will be written down on a 
slip of paper and put in the Jesus Stocking. On Christmas day, before the stocking is emptied, 
the child will remove the slips of paper and read them aloud. Remind the children that Jesus 
said, "In as much as ye have done it unto one of the least of these my brethren, ye have done 
it unto me." 

A CHAIR FOR A SPECIAL GUEST: 
Place an extra chair at the table that will remain empty. Explain that the chair is for a special 
guest that will visit. The chair will remain throughout the meal. At the end of the meal, explain 
to the children that the empty seat was for Jesus, who is ALWAYS with us. 

THE CHRISTMAS STAR: 
Each child has a large star cut out from a sheet of yellow construction paper. The children will 
write, "JESUS IS COMING AGAIN." The stars can be decorated with glitter. Discuss that just 
as the Magi were watching for the star that would lead them to Jesus, we should also be 
watching for his return. 

WAITING FOR HIS RETURN: 
On slips of paper write things that we can do while we are waiting for Christ's return. (Here are 
some examples: pray. read the Bible, worship, tell others about Jesus, help your neighbour, 
feed the poor, give clothing for the needy, visit the sick, visit the elderly.) Put the slips together 
and let each child draw one and read (or have read) the activity written on it. Discuss the 
activities adding other suggestions if they come up. These suggestions can be part of the DIY 
Advent Calendar. (See first activity suggestion) 

CHRISTMAS STAR COOKIES: 
For a snack, bake some star-shaped cookies and decorate them with red and green icing. The 
star reminds us that we should watch for Christ's return just as the Magi watched the stars to 
lead them to the place of his birth. 
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