
Kids Ministry - Liturgical Resources 
Fourth Sunday in Advent

Sunday, December 19, 2021 
 
First Reading:  Micah 5.2-5a 
Psalm: #80  Restore us, O God, let your face shine, that we may be saved.
Second Reading: Hebrews 10.5-10
Gospel: Luke 1.39-45

Theme: Jesus is the greatest gift the world has ever known. He offers us salvation and  
                       eternal life. He wants us to get to know him and to trust in him.
 
Commentary: God’s gift of Jesus, His only Son, didn’t come in fancy wrapping. Jesus’ mother 
was a young virgin... His earthly father was a poor carpenter... He was born in a stable. Not a 
very pretty package, is it? Despite the wrapping, Jesus is the greatest gift the world has ever 
known. He offers us salvation and eternal life with God!  The Bible tells us when Mary found 
out she was chosen to deliver God's gift to the world, she was filled with joy. She travelled a 
long way to Elizabeth’s home to share the good news. Elizabeth was also pregnant, and when 
she heard the news, the Bible says the baby she was carrying (John the Baptist) “leaped” 
inside of her! She exclaimed in a loud voice, "Blessed are you among women, and blessed is 
the child you will bear! You are blessed because you believed that the Lord would do what He 
said.” John the Baptist recognized Jesus even then. Through Jesus, God sent us the gift of His 
love, but some people are so busy unwrapping the beautifully wrapped packages this world 
offers that they have missed out on the greatest gift of all. Who are we that Jesus should come 
to us, each in our own way and in our own lives? This is what we wait for – the moments 
where we can glimpse God at work right where we are.

Discussion starters:
1. If your received two gifts, one wrapped in simple brown paper tied with string, and 

another in extravagant Christmas wrapping with bows and ribbons, which one would 
you want to open first? What is your reaction of the first packaging? 

2. Why do you suppose we’d prefer the fancy wrapping? 
3. In today’s gospel reading, why did the baby in Elizabeth’s womb, John the Baptist, leap 

when he heard Mary’s voice?

Prayer for Families: Mary and Elizabeth, mothers and saints, pray for us as we walk through 
our lives. Graciously help us to see when Jesus reaches out to touch and save us. May we be 
as receptive to grace as you were. We are thankful that you loved us us much that you sent 
Your only Son be save us.  Amen.

Family Activity Suggestions, Word Search and Colouring Page: Pages 2 - 5 below
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The Gift of Love Family Activities - Scripture Reading: Luke 1:39-45

CHRISTMAS SCAVENGER HUNT:
Tell the children they are going to hunt for the BEST gift. Hide numerous small gifts in a 
designated area that might tell parts of the Christmas story such as a star, a manger, a baby 
Jesus, a staff/cane, etc. If you wish, have a small Christmas tabletop tree, the children could 
bring those items and place them around the tree.

SINGING SONGS ABOUT THE GIFT OF LOVE:
Stand in a circle and sing Christmas songs. Each song could have one action that the children 
could perform as they sing. Examples: Joy to the World could have children act as if they're 
blowing a trumpet; Silent Night could have the children put one finger to their lips as if being 
quiet; Away in a Manger could have children rocking a baby in their arms.

KING-SIZED BED:
Provide the children with supplies to make a cut out drawing of a manger. Glue that onto 
another piece of construction paper and glue some small pieces of straw to the top of their 
manger picture. Children can use sticker letters or just write FIRST KING-SIZED BED to the 
top of their picture. Explain to the children that this GIFT OF LOVE was a KING!

GIFT OF LOVE MOBILE:
Have the children draw and cut out pictures of the Christmas story (angels, manger, shepherd 
staff) and make write brightly coloured words such as LOVE, JOY, SAVIOUR, on pieces of 
card stock. Hang these items from a paper plate wreath on a coat hanger. The paper plate can 
just be coloured bright green with colourful dots or stickers added for decoration.

CHOOSE A GIFT:
Wrap several packages with brown paper tied with string containing a nice gift that the children 
might like; wrap several other packages with very pretty wrapping paper, but very LITTLE in 
them. Let the children pick a package to open after the family discussion and it'll be another 
reminder that the BEST GIFT was NOT in beautiful paper and many missed it!

"THE BEST GIFT" TAKE HOME POSTER:
Give each child a piece of construction paper and have them use glitter glue to write out      
THE BEST GIFT IS... and then have them glue on broken toothpicks spelling out JESUS. 
(Symbolizing that Jesus was humble.. like the stable... compared to the glitter and glamour that 
the world offers.)

SHARE A SNACK:
Give the children their snack in a wrinkled brown paper bag tied at the top with a piece string. 
Let children retell the story from today's lesson and discover that there is actually a fun and 
delicious snack in that raggedy paper bag. 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