
28th Sunday in Ordinary Time
         Sunday, October 9, 2022  

 
First Reading: 2 Kings 5:14-17
Psalm #98 R The Lord has revealed his victory in the sight of the nations.
Second Reading:  2 Timothy 2:8-13
Gospel Accl Verse: Give thanks in all circumstances; for this is  

 the will of God in Christ Jesus for you. (1 Thessalonians 5:18)
Gospel:  Luke 17:11-19
Theme:  Thanking Jesus for all we have

Commentary:   
Have you ever received or sent a thank you card? We have a lot to be thankful for 

everyday, but sometimes we take all this for granted and forget to say, “Thank You.” Even 
adults forget. In fact, that is what happened today in our gospel story. 

The story is about ten lepers. A leper is a person who has a disease called leprosy. 
Leprosy causes painful sores all over the body. It is a very contagious disease. In the time of 
Jesus, it was a common disease. Those that had leprosy were required to live apart from 
everyone else so they would not infect others. 

One day, while in a small village, Jesus saw a group of 10 lepers. They called out to him 
and asked him to have pity on them, because they knew he could heal them. Jesus called 
back to them to go and show themselves to the priest. In those days, the priest would declare 
the leper healed and give permission for them to live in the village again. As they started to do 
that, they realized that Jesus had healed them! Can you imagine how excited they must have 
been? They were dancing and singing in the streets. One, however, stopped and went back to 
Jesus. He thanked him in a loud voice and fell at his feet saying,”THANK YOU”. Jesus noticed 
that he was the only one out of the ten to say ‘Thank you”. 

This weekend is Thanksgiving. Canadians have a lot we can be thankful for. We can be 
thankful for our families, that we can go to school to learn, that we have safe places to live and 
play, food to eat, clothes to wear and can freely worship God. Can you think of other things to 
be thankful for?

God does so much for us! Every day he makes sure we have food, clothing, and a place 
to live through the people who take care of us. Do we remember to say, “Thank You”?  

Prayer for Families: 
Heavenly Father, your generosity has no limits, teach us to use wisely the rich blessings you give us, to 
be aware of the needs of others, and to give as freely as we have received. May we be more aware of 
the many ways you take care of us. We thank you for all you do for us, through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, God for ever and ever. AMEN  

Discussion starters: (Choose one or more of these after reading today’s scripture readings)
1. Share a time when you received or sent a thank you note. What was it for? Who did you send 

it to or who was it from? 
2. Who can you thank in your family, your neighbourhood, your parish, your school and your 

prayer today, for the things and opportunities you have been given?
3. Can you think of other things that you are grateful for? As a family, thank God for these.

Colouring Page, Cross Word Puzzle and Word Search: Pages 2-5  
Resources used for inspiration in this post:  Holy Heroes, Living With Christ, Sermons4Kids, bible printables
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Family Activities Based on Luke 17:11-19

CLAY THANK YOU: Roll modelling clay into long snake-like rolls to be formed into letters to say 
THANK YOU. Use a piece of cardboard covered with construction to lay the words on!

THANK YOU CARDS: Provide the children with a trifold card made out of construction paper for them 
to write or draw a simple THANK YOU card to someone they would like to THANK. Stickers and 
markers will make for good decorations and maybe a piece of gum to glue onto one of the folds to give 
away.

THANK YOU SPOTS: On a large poster board Draw circles to represent leprosy. Each member takes 
turns printing or writing THANK YOU on one of the spots and their own initials! Encourage creativity in 
writing their own THANK YOU -- different colours or THANK U, THX, thank you; THANK YOU, THANX 
or in another language. Questions and discussion about the SPOTS in our lesson and who said 
THANK you to Jesus!

THANK YOU TREE: On a piece of construction paper, the children will trace their arm and spread-out 
hand to form a tree and branches. Each child can draw some leaves on the "fingered-branches" and 
write THANK YOU in various decorative ways, and hang for a fall picture and a remembrance of how 
important it is to say THANK YOU 2 JESUS (which can be the title of their TREE page).

"U" are in JesUs and JesUs is in U so we are very THANKFUL! Find words that have "U" in them - 
crUcified, JesUs, resUrrection, etc. Children may be able to find other words with "U" in it to remind 
them all that we have to be THANKFUL for!!! "U" have other things to be thankfUl for --- because Jesus 
said that "U" can pray; U were thought long before U were born; 4 U Jesus was born and died; His 
great love 4 U!

THANKFUL LEPER: The children should each be given a small paper lunch bag to decorate with spots 
of leprosy for a puppet. Bright colored markers could be used for THANK YOU written on their bags 
and let children use the bags to tell today's story and to say THANK YOU to family members.

THANK YOU COLLAGE: Provide a large colourful poster board and many magazine or book pictures 
of things that children can be thankful for. The children can take turns gluing the pictures that they've 
chosen from all the pictures available to the THANKFUL poster board.

PLEASE AND THANK YOU JUMP ROPING: Divide into two teams. One team can be the PLEASE 
TEAM and the other team will be the THANK YOU TEAM. Take turns to see how many JUMPS they 
can do before tripping. Each team will add up their points to see if the Please team or the Thank You 
team wins.

PLEASE/THANKFUL CIRCLE: Gather in a large circle and take turns around the circle with each child 
saying PLEASE ______________, giving their ideas of things to say PLEASE for, such as things they 
would ask for or things they would like to do or PLEASE to places they would like to go. Then do this 
again for all the things each can be thankful for. 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COLOURING PAGE - Based on Luke 17:11-19 
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CROSSWORD  
Based on Luke 17:11-19
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CLEAN ELISHA FAITHFUL GRATITUDE
HEALED JERUSALEM JESUS JORDAN
LEPERS MERCY NAAMAN PRAISING
SALVATION SERVANT THANKFUL VICTORY
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WORD SEARCH 
 Based on Luke 17:11-19
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ACROSS
2. People who have leprosy
4. Kind treatment to someone who has offended you
5. An expression of gratitude
6. The overcoming of a great difficulty

DOWN
1. Free from dirt or stain - unsoiled
3. A person hired to work for another person

Answers: CLEAN  LEPERS  MERCY  SERVANT  THANKS  VICTORY
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