
29th Sunday in Ordinary Time
         Sunday, October 16, 2022  

 
First Reading:  Exodus 17:8-13
Psalm # 121 R Our help is from the Lord, who made heaven and earth
Second Reading:  2 Timothy 3:14 - 4:2
Gospel Acclamation Verse: the word of God os living and active; it judges the thoughts and intentions 
of the heart. (Hebrews 4:12)
Gospel:  Luke 18:1-8
Theme:  Never give up in our prayers 

Commentary:   
Have you ever found yourself in a situation that was so hard that you just wanted to give 

up? Maybe it was a tough homework assignment. Maybe you and a friend could not agree on 
something, and were always arguing. Or maybe someone has been unkind to you. 

Do you know what a judge does? A judge helps people know what is fair.
In today’s gospel, Jesus tells a story about a widow who would not give up. She knew 

she was being treated badly and wanted the judge to help her. The judge refused to do 
anything. She kept bothering him over and over, until he finally decided to help her just to get 
her to stop bothering him. He did not love God and did not respect people. He was unjust.

Jesus tells us at the end of his story, that God is a good judge. God hears all of our 
prayers, and knows just what each of us needs. He will not be slow in answering our prayers. 
Jesus wants us to remember that God our Father, loves us, and wants to do nice things for us. 
He wants and knows what is best for us. He wants to hear us ask, not just once, but again and 
again. He doesn’t want us to give up! 

Do you know what prayer is? It is not talking to a stranger or a ghost. It is talking to a 
good friend, a real person, Jesus, even though we do not see him. Prayer is not always quiet. 
It can be loud or sung, or even be in the form of a dance. Prayer is not like giving Santa Clause 
our wish list, or demanding that God do what we want NOW! Prayer is telling God what you 
need and trusting him to give you want is best for you. It is asking for help not just for 
ourselves but also for others. Prayer is not just for when you are in church. It is something you 
can do wherever you are. You can pray standing, sitting, kneeling, while you go for a walk, out 
for a run, or on your bike. Prayer isn’t something you do just once, but again, again and again. 

Jesus teaches us in today’s gospel, to pray and don’t give up!   

Discussion starters: (Choose one or more of these after reading today’s scripture readings)
1. Share a time when you were in a situation that was very hard. Did you pray to Jesus 

about what was happening? If so, what happened?
2. As a family spend time with one of the family activates on the following page.

Prayer for Families: 
Heavenly Father, thank you for listening to us when we talk to you. Thank you for our gift of 
faith that you know just what is best for each one of us. Help us to remember that we can pray 
to you any time, any where because you promised to always be with us. We praise and thank 
you through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit, God, for ever and ever. AMEN.

Family Activities, Colouring Page, Cross Word Puzzle and Word Search: Pages 2-5  
Resources used for inspiration in this post:  Holy Heroes, Dynamic Catholic, Sermons4Kids 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 Family Activities

PRAYING HANDS SILHOUETTE: Have the Children trace a picture of folded hands onto 
black paper and cut it out. Glue it onto lighter colored construction paper and then trace or 
draw letters of their own for a title of PRAYER CHANGES THINGS.  (visit google images)

ASK AGAIN GAME:
Option 1: The leader asks a question of a specific child and the child responds ASK AGAIN. 
The leader asks again and again and then gives the child the answer to read from a piece of 
paper.

Option 2: Have several objects that children would enjoy receiving (ex: donut, toy, marker, 
candy bar, etc). The leader gives each child 10 nickels (or game chips) to play this game. 
Leader asks a child to give a chip for the object he would like; child will give one each time; 
leader will ask again and again until the child has given all and then will receive the object! 
Discussion - God wants us to really KNOW we really want it and that we are willing to give all 
that we have to get what we want.

PERSISTENT PRAYER CHART:
Option #1: Have pictures of many objects on a chart. The children take turns writing PRAY 
under a picture and telling WHAT to pray for about that picture! (Examples: See 2nd option)

Option #2: Have the child draw a quick picture of an object and write PRAY underneath it, 
such as CAR (PRAY for protection and safety); HOUSE (PRAY for the family who lives inside); 
SCHOOL (PRAY for the children to obey and to follow Jesus; CHURCH (PRAY for the people 
to learn about Jesus; MUSIC NOTES (PRAY to listen to the right kinds of music; MOUTH 
(PRAY to say the things that will please Jesus; HANDS (PRAY to use their hands for Jesus; 
EARS (PRAY to be careful what we listen to; EYES (PRAY about what we look at); etc.

PRAYER JOURNAL: Have pages available for children to staple or tie together to make a 
prayer journal booklet. Children can make a TITLE page for their booklet: PRAYER CHANGES 
THINGS and PRAYER CHANGES ME. The first few pages can be designated as PRAYER 
CHANGES THINGS and children can start a prayer list of requests and needs. A column can 
be made for marking the number of times that they ASK the Lord for an answer. Another few 
pages can be designated as the PRAYER CHANGES ME section and children can list such 
words as trust, humility, determination, love for others, seeking God, faithful in church, Using 
my talents and helping, etc. Encourage children to write in their prayer journal during the week!
Remind them about P.A.L. way of praying: Praise, Ask, Listen

PRAYER CIRCLE: Form a circle and say sentence prayers or even single WORD prayers with 
the parent suggesting a topic and children taking turns around the circle to pray that way. 
Example: Thank you Jesus for ______: or Let's Praise Jesus for ____________: or Jesus we 
just want to pray for___________: This is an awesome and fun way to show children that 
PRAYING is just talking to Jesus and will be much less intimidating for the children! 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COLOURING PAGE  
Based on Luke 18:1-8
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PRAY and Never Give Up

God hears me when I pray
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WORD SEARCH  

Based on Luke 18:1-8
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Find the word below in the puzzle. Words can go in any direction. Words can 
share letters as they cross over each other.

ALWAYS       AMALEK       DISCIPLES          ENCOURAGE FAITH
HELP                  JOSHUA       JUDGE            JUSTICE MOSES          
PERSISTENCE    PRAY       PREVAILED         SAINT            WIDOW
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CROSSWORD  
Based on Luke 18:1-8
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ACROSS
4. The quality of being just
6. A holy person. Someone who acts    
    Christ-like

DOWN
1. The Old Testament leader who lead  
     the Israelites our of Egypt
2. Belief without need of certain proof
3. To continue firmly despite opposition
5. A women who's husband has passed  
    away and has not remarried.

Answers: FAITH, JUSTICE, MOSES, PERSIST, SAINT, WIDOW

Use the clues to fill in the words above. Words can go across or down.
Letters are shared when the words intersect.
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