
30th Sunday in Ordinary Time - World Mission Sunday
         Sunday, 23 October, 2022  

 
First Reading:  Sirach 35:15-17, 20-22
Psalm # 34 R: The poor one called and the Lord heard
Second Reading:  2 Timothy 4:6-8, 16-18
Gospel Acclamation Verse: In Christ God was reconciling the world to himself, and entrusting the  
                                               message of reconciliation to us. (2 Corinthians 5:19)
Gospel:  Luke 18:9-14
Theme:  Jesus praises humility in prayer. Do not compare yourself to others.

Commentary:   
Have you ever tried to build a super high tower with Lego? How high did it get before it fell over? 

Lets imagine, that each brick placed on that tower is something good we have done. Do you suppose it 
could reach to heaven before it fell over? Of course not! It may not even reach the ceiling.

This is what Jesus is teaching us in today’s gospel. We cannot do enough good to be as high as 
God. Jesus tells a story about two men who went to the temple to pray. A temple is where Jewish 
people worship God. One was a Pharisee and the other was a tax collector. (See Father Tony’s 
commentary for this week for an explanation of who these men were).

The Pharisee bragged about all the good things he had done and thanked God that he was not 
like other sinners. The tax collector would not even raise his head, and asked God to be merciful to 
him, a sinner. Jesus tells us that the tax collector went to his home justified but not the Pharisee.

Jesus was not in the least impressed with all the bragging. He was impressed that the tax 
collector knew he needed God, while the Pharisee showed no need for God. The Pharisee even 
compared himself to others, making himself feel better than others. Jesus tells us that if we do the 
same, we will soon be humbled by other situations. We need to only compare ourselves to the person 
we were yesterday. Are we more kind, compassionate, thoughtful then yesterday? Have we chosen to 
love others even when it was hard? 

This takes a lot of what is known as the virtue of humility. Humility is not putting yourself down, it 
is recognizing and being grateful that all you are and have is a graceful gift from God. It is being truthful 
about who we are, like the tax collector was. It is knowing that God loves us even when we mess up…
and we mess up a lot, don’t we? It is admitting when we do not love and asking God to give us his 
grace and mercy, like the tax collector did, to help us make better choices next time. Jesus wants us to 
be the kind of person who needs him in our lives. He wants to be our best friend who is always there for 
us. He wants to hear our concerns and he wants us to ask him for help to get better at being humble.  

Prayer for Families: Heavenly Father, help us to remember that when we build our lives upon 
our own goodness, we are headed for a fall. Help us to always remember that we need you because 
you are so good. We ask this through our Lord, Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and resigns with you 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, God for ever and ever.  Amen. 

Discussion starters: (Choose one or more of these after reading today’s scripture readings)
1. Discuss what it means to be humble instead of proud or boastful. 
2. Discuss how our relationships between our family, friends and Jesus are better when we 

are humble. How does being humble instead of proud or boastful, make life good for those 
around you?  

Colouring Page, Cross Word Puzzle and Word Search: Pages 2-5  
Resources used for inspiration in this post:  Holy Heroes, Living With Christ, Dynamic Catholic, Sermons4Kids

  www.holycrossparish.com/kids-at-holycross �1 30th Sunday of OT 23 Oct, 2022

http://www.holycrossparish.com/kids-at-holycross


Family Activities Based on Luke 18:9-14

HUMBLE PIE:  Give each child 6 pieces of a pie-cut-out (of a paper plate) and have them piece them 
together so that the word HUMBLE (one letter of this word on each piece of pie) will be seen. Each 
child can try to think of a word for each letter that would explain HUMBLE .

HUMBLE PICTURE FRAME:  Make some picture frames ahead of time using popsicle sticks and glue 
allowing time for them to be dry. Together, paint and/or decorate the frame and either draw a picture of 
themselves for the frame, or use an actual photo. Glue the picture onto a piece of poster board the size 
of the frame and glue typed words on little slip of colored paper to the bottom of the frame saying, 
"__________ (child's name) wants to be HUMBLE."

HUMBLE ROCK: Let the children decorate or paint a smooth rock and write I WANT TO BE 
HUMBLE.... or HUMILITY... Luke 18:14. (They can put it on their dresser).

HUMILITY CANDLES: Beforehand, drip glue over the top edges of empty toilet paper rolls and let it 
dry. Children will lightly paint over the dried glue drippings (it will look like the candle dripping wax) on 
the toilet paper roll and a small slip of paper for each child to glue to the bottom section of the roll that 
will say, "I WILL SHINE FOR JESUS WHEN I AM HUMBLE." Give each child a yellow construction cut-
out flame to glue to the inside of the toilet paper roll and to remind them to be HUMBLE!

HUMBLE and PRIDEFUL MEN GAME: On a piece of poster board, the children trace or draw a stick-
man standing up with the arms held up to represent being PROUD. Make another poster with stick-man 
kneeling to represent being HUMBLE! Let the children take turns holding up one of the cards to another 
child and that child acts out what the card shows. (Either stand up and put arms up in a prideful way, or 
kneel with his head down.) Then that child will hold one of his cards up for someone else to do what his 
card says! During the game, have more discussion about Pride and Humility.

HUMILITY ART: On white paper, children can begin colouring "firmly" with many colours over the top of 
each other. Then they will press firmly and colour over the top with a BLACK CRAYON. Children can 
then use a toothpick or a pen and write HUMILITY. All the colours will show through and will make a fun 
picture to remember HUMILITY in a "beautiful way"!

HUMILITY SKIPATHON: Divide the children into two teams. Let the children practice skipping around 
the area before starting the game. Each team will take turns skipping to the far side of the room and 
getting a letter for the word HUMILITY. Have the letters for HUMILITY on separate cards before the 
game begins. The first team to run back and forth to get the letters for this word and put them in the 
right order on a wall is the winner. If desired, decorate the letters in bright colours and hang on the 
classroom door and wall.

HUMILITY SCRAMBLE: Divide into two teams. Each team member will have a placard in front of them 
with one of the letters from the word humility. (Hold up this big card or wear it with a string around their 
neck.) The leader scrambles the teams up and the team then gets in the proper order to spell the words 
correctly when the leader says, "GO!"
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COLOURING PAGE 
Based on Luke 18:9-14 
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DOWN
1. A very religious person who tries to keep  
    the law and live according to it
3. The act of showing favor
4. The quality or virtue of being humble
8. The name of the Son of God 

 ACROSS
2. A way of talking to God
5. To express gratitude
6. A deep devotion or affection for another person
7. Belief without need of certain proof
9. Kind treatment to someone who has offended you

Use the clues to fill in the words above.
Words can go across or down.
Letters are shared when the words intersect.

 CROSSWORD  
Based on Luke 18:9-14

Answers:  FAITH  GRACE   GRATEFUL   HUMILITY  JESUS   LOVE   MERCY   PHARISEE   PRAYER    
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WORD SEARCH  
Based on Luke 18:9-14 
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Find the word in the puzzle.
Words can go in any direction.
Words can share letters as they cross over each other.

BRAGGING  FAITH GRACE      GRATEFUL
HEARD HUMILITY JESUS LORD
LOVED MERCY PHARISEE   PRAYER
RECEIVE SINNER TAX-COLLECTOR VIRTUE
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