
31st Sunday in Ordinary Time
         Sunday, October 30, 2022  

 
First Reading:  Wisdom 11:22 - 12:2
Psalm #145 R I will bless your name forever, my King and my God
Second Reading:  2Thessalonians 1:11 - 2.2
Gospel Acclamation Verse: God so loved the world that he gave his only begotten Son, that everyone  

who believes in him may have eternal life. Alleluia.
Gospel: Luke 19:1-10 
Theme:  Jesus sees and knows all about you, and wants to be your friend, just as he did for Zacchaeus
Commentary:    

Have you ever been in a crowd where everyone is taller than you, and all you see are the backs 
of their heads or backs? I sure have. It is hard to listen when you can’t see what is happening, right?

This week’s Gospel story is another story about a tax collector. St. Luke tells us that this rich 
chief of tax collectors, from Jericho, named Zacchaeus, was a short man. He was trying to see who 
Jesus was. Can you imagine the kind of questions he had? Maybe he was wandering: Who was this 
guy? What does he look like? What does he sound like? What is it about the way he looks at people, 
touches them, that stirs up all of this energy, this excitement?  

The crowd was in the way, so Zacchaeus climbed a sycamore tree to see better. What would 
you think if you saw a rich man in a tree? He didn’t care how ridiculous he looked or if he dirtied his 
expensive clothes. He wanted a better view of Jesus when he walked by. Do you think Jesus saw him 
in that tree? Yes he did! And Jesus called him by his name and said he wanted to have a meal with 
Zacchaeus. That was a way of saying that he wanted to be friends with Zacchaeus. It changed the way 
Zacchaeus lived from that day onward.

What would be some ways we can see who Jesus is? What are some ways that we can get a 
better look at Jesus away from all the distractions and busyness around us? For me, morning prayer 
with scripture reading, praise music and reading thoughtful, spiritual books help me to see and know 
Jesus better. Taking time to really listen to others is another way. 

This gospel reading tells me that if we have the desire to see who Jesus is, if we have faith and 
courage and forget about the crowds enough to climb the tree, Jesus will show up. We only have to ask 
him and he will come to us. He will look us in the eye. He will call our name. And I know that our lives 
will never be the same again. 

Like Zacchaeus, we will know we are loved and we will want to be the best version of ourselves. 
We will know that God made us to be friends with him, that our sin breaks that friendship, that Jesus 
came to give us back that friendship by his death and resurrection and that we are invited to make the 
choice to say yes to being friends with Jesus for he is the Way, the Truth and the Life to the Father.
 
Prayer for Families: Heavenly Father, we know you made us to be in relationship with you. We thank 
you that you know each of us by name and everything about us, that you love us more than we can 
imagine. Thank you for hearing our prayer, and for bible stores that help us to know you better. Through 
our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in unity of the Holy Spirit, God, for ever 
and ever, AMEN  

Discussion starters: (Choose one or more of these after reading today’s scripture readings)
1. What are some ways that we can get a better look at Jesus away from all the distractions and 

busyness around us? What are your ‘sycamore trees’?
2. Discuss as a family, how knowing Jesus changes how you see yourself and your world. 

Family Activities, Colouring Page, Cross Word Puzzle and Word Search: Pages 2-6  
Resources used for inspiration in this post:  Holy Heroes, Living With Christ, Spacious Faith, Sermons4Kids,  

  www.holycrossparish.com/kids-at-holycross �1 31st Sunday of OT 30 Oct, 2022

http://www.holycrossparish.com/kids-at-holycross


Family Activities Based on Luke 19:1-10

SCAVENGER HUNT: Hide pictures around a designated area with objects about our story today. For 
example: picture or plastic little tree, a plastic little man, a plastic little group of people (from dollar 
store); play money, parade items, etc. Talk about the lesson of Zacchaeus when everyone has brought 
the objects back.

LITTLE MAN PICTURE: Draw a "little man" in lower left corner of a poster board and the word SIN in 
the upper right corner in BIG letters. Let children write words about our story in various colours around 
the poster picture and discuss SIN and FORGIVENESS. (Words such as sin, forgiveness, Zacchaeus, 
parade, tree; cheating, Jesus, etc)

SIN & FORGIVENESS CHART: On a chart or chalkboard, write SIN in big letters with "BIG PROBLEM" 
(in red marker) written underneath and on the other side of the chart, write FORGIVENESS with BIG 
ANSWER (in red marker) written underneath. (SIN - BIG Problem; FORGIVENESS - Big Answer). 
Have children write or give ideas to put under the SIN column and other answers to write under the 
FORGIVENESS column - such as what we do to SIN or when we do not love as God would have us 
love, and ways that we are FORGIVEN when we confess our sin!

PIN ZACCHAEUS ON THE TREE: Have the children draw branches on very large poster boards taped 
together. Use sponges to add painted leaves to the branches of the tree. The children can then play 
PIN ZACCHAEUS ON THE TREE to see how close they can get (blindfolded) to putting the little man 
on a tree branch. There doesn't have to be winners but children will enjoy seeing where Zacchaeus is 
sitting. This can decorate a wall in the house during the dreary days of November.

ZACCHAEUS HAND AND ARM TREE: Provide the children with a long piece of construction paper 
and trace the child's arm and opened hand onto the paper. Children colour or paint the arm and hand 
brown and use a green ink pad (or green tempo paint) to use their fingers to print leaves on their tree. 
Each child gets a picture of Zacchaeus (use the one in the colouring page below) sitting so that the 
children can glue the little man to a tree branch (their outstretched thumb).

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 1ST IS ALL SAINT’S DAY.  
See Page 3 for Ideas from Holy Heroes for All Saint’s Day Games fro your family
Also check out their blog for the Candy Count Game, even adults enjoy this one.
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�         All Saint’s Day Game Ideas    October 2022

All Saints’ Day parties are a big deal in the Holy Heroes house! If you are still looking for game ideas for 
your upcoming All Saints’ Day Party, check out the list below for some tried and true favourites! 

Canonize the Saint
Think your classic carnival “ring toss” game, but instead of pins, place saint statues on the table or floor 
and use a glow bracelet to toss. You can learn more about the game here. 

St. Isidore Pumpkin Roll
Each participant rolls a pumpkin from a designated starting point to a designated finishing line. 
Whoever crosses the line first wins! You can learn more about this game here. 

Saint Matching Game
For a smaller party with younger kids, this is a great game! A twist on Memory, kids take turns trying to 
match images of the saints! 

Pin the Rose on St. Rose of Lima
A twist on “Pin the Tail on the Donkey,” participants try to pin a rose on the flower crown of St. Rose of 
Lima. There are lots of images of St. Rose of Lima available online–just make sure you print one with 
her wearing a crown of flowers!  

Protect the Priest
Mix up traditional dodge ball by assigning a player on each team as the “priest.” If someone gets hit by 
the dodge ball, they must immediately sit down and wait for their priest to come “heal” (tag) them. But if 
the priest gets hit, no one on the team can be healed and the other team will eventually win. So protect 
the priest! 

St. Francis Animal Toss
Collect your bean bag animals and set up a basket under an image of St. Francis. Kids can take turns 
trying to toss the bean bag animals into the basket.  

St. Kenneth Relay Race
Organize the kids into teams and conduct a running relay race. BUT, in honor of St. Kenneth, all 
runners must run while wearing only ONE shoe during the race. The reason we play this game with one 
shoe on is because of this story: one of St. Kenneth’s very good friends was St. Columba. Once, St. 
Columba was on a long sea voyage and suddenly, thousands of miles away in Ireland, St. Kenneth 
jumped up and declared that his friend was in danger. St. Kenneth ran to the chapel to pray but was in 
such a rush that he did not notice that he was missing a shoe! St. Kenneth’s prayers brought St. 
Columba safely home so now, we play this game as a reminder of how we should always be in a rush 
to pray for our friends!

Costume Contest
Hold a costume contest where the guest of honor (often the parish priest) has to guess who each child 
is dressed as! This is a great way to learn about new saints while also giving each child’s costume a 
chance to shine!
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COLOURING PAGE 
Based on Luke 19:1-10
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 CROSSWORD  
Based on Luke 19:1-10
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ACROSS
5. A medium-sized bushy tree of Syria 
6. The name of the Son of God
8. Not to be found or recovered

DOWN
1. One who is received by another as at a meal
2. The name of the chief tax collector from Jericho
3. To give pardon for an offense
4. A Syrian town on the way to Jerusalem
7. Being below average in height; not tall

Answers: FORGIVEN   GUEST   JERICHO   JESUS   LOST   SHORT   SYCAMORE   ZACCHAEUS

Use the clues to fill in the words. Words can go across or down.  
Letters are shared when the words intersect.
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WORD SEARCH  
Based on Luke 19:1-10 
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Find the word in the puzzle.
Words can go in any direction.
Words can share letters as they cross over each other.

CHIEF FIND     FORGIVEN FRIEND GUEST 
JERICHO JESUS     LOST RICH SAVE
SHORT SYCAMORE     THIEF TREE            ZACCHAEUS
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