
33rd Sunday in Ordinary Time
         Sunday, November 13, 2022  

 
First Reading:  Malachi 4:1-2
Psalm #98 R The Lord is coming to judge the people with equity
Second Reading:  2 Thessalonians 3:7-12
Gospel Acclam. Verse: Stand up and raise your hands, because your redemption is drawing near.
Gospel:  Luke 21:5-19
Theme:  Do not be deceived. Jesus will always be with us.

Commentary:   
This Sunday is the last Sunday of Ordinary Time. Next Sunday we celebrate Christ Our King. 

Two Sundays from now is the beginning of Advent and the start of a new liturgical year. The past week, 
this weekend and the coming week our daily scripture readings are all about the end times. A time 
when life as we know it will pass away, or change. 

Do you sometimes worry about bad things that happen or maybe you are afraid of things that 
might happen?

In Luke’s gospel today, Jesus tells his disciples that the beauty they see around them will end. 
They are afraid. He reassures them that no matter what bad things happen he is always with them. 
He warns them, and us, not to be lead astray when we see bad things happening, thinking the end is 
very near, or to be deceived by people claiming they know the future. Only God knows the future. Jesus 
wants us to trust that he will always watch over us. He encourages us that ‘by your endurance you will 
gain your soul’. That’s his way of saying that he has a plan for each of us. Our part is to believe this. 

Our Christian hope is that Jesus will return and evil will be replaced with love, which is the 
opposite of fear. Saint Pope John Paul II reminded us often to “Be not afraid”. When we put our trust in 
Jesus he will never disappoint us. 

I have noticed lately, that when I read scripture daily and spend time in prayer, listening and 
talking to Jesus, I am less afraid of what the future might be. I can trust that Jesus really does know 
best. Prayer and daily readings help me to be hopeful. Then the joy of knowing Jesus shines through 
me to others. I become more aware of the ‘every day miracles’ around me, which also gives me hope 
and joy. 

Jesus does not want us to worry or be afraid because he is always watching over us. 

Prayer for Families:  
Heavenly Father, we don't know what the future holds, but we know that you hold the future. We know 
that we will be safe when we put our faith and trust in you. We pray for your grace not to be afraid, 
through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Discussion starters: (Choose one or more of these after reading today’s scripture readings)
1. Share a time when have been worried about something that might happen? How did you find 

peace to trust in God?
2. Share a time when you believed a lie or were deceived. What did you learn from this?

Family Activities, Colouring Page, Cross Word Puzzle and Word Search: Pages 2-5  
Resources used for inspiration in this post:  Holy Heroes, Living With Christ, Word On Fire, Dynamic Catholic, Sermons4Kids
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Family Activities  
Based on Luke 21:5019

ADVENT PREPARATION SUGGESTION:
Advent begins in just two weeks.  Are you looking for family Advent activities to strengthen your 

family prayer and faith development?  Check out holyheroses.com.  It is truly amazing how this faithful 
family has developed hands on practical resources for other Catholic families. Does the name Holy 
Heroes sound familiar? Holy Heroes is where our parish Kids Ministry video for each Sunday’s gospel 
reading comes from, with their permission. You are encouraged to visit their website today.

BALLOON POPPING GAME:  Print the questions and answers on the following page and cut the 
questions apart. Place each question in a separate ballon, inflate it and tie it. Divide the family into two 
teams. Each team takes a turn at popping a ballon and reading the question. If they answer correctly, 
they are awarded a point(s). If they cannot answer correctly, the other team will have a chance at the 
question and win point(s). Feel free to assign a different value to each question. Someone keeps score, 
the winner being the team with the most points. (Note created by Sermons4Kids)

FAITH AND TRUST BALLOON BOPPING: Divide into two groups and each group will get 2 balloons to blow up 
The game starts, with each group working together to BOP the balloons and stopping their FAITH and TRUST 
from falling down. If one of the balloons touches the floor, the team gets a point against them as being "deceived". 
Continue as time allows and see which team has the fewest points of being deceived and keeping FAITH and 
TRUST up off the floor!

HOT POTATO: Fill a sack with slips of paper of ways that people can be deceived (such as by the TV, newspaper, 
teachers, friends, books, billboards, etc). Sit in a circle and pass the sack around while someone plays music. 
When the music stops, the one holding the sack takes a question out of the sack, reads it and answers a question 
if desired. (use the questions on the next page) Continue until everyone has a chance to answer at least one 
question or to read one slip of paper.

BEAN BAG TOSS: The parent tosses the bean bag to a child. The parent tries to "deceive" the child and act like 
the bean bag will be tossed to a child that the parent is "LOOKING" at but will deceive and throw it in another 
direction. Tell children to stay ALERT so they won't be deceived and drop the bean bag. If time allows children can 
take turns being the leader.

SIMON SAYS: Let children play the game of SIMON SAYS and tell children NOT to be "deceived" as a leader 
named SIMON will tell the children things to do. If "SIMON" doesn't say, then the children remain still but if SIMON 
says to do it, then the children will do as told, such as SIMON SAYS TO JUMP 3 TIMES, or SIMON SAYS TO 
TAKE THREE STEPS FORWARD...or HOP 4 TIMES (oh oh SIMON didn't say to), so if a child is "deceived" and 
hops, then he will sit out on the side lines. Play for as long as time allows.

MOBILE LEAVES: Give children supplies to make a mobile with leaves hanging down from the "mobile hanger" 
that will have words from today's Bible lesson — such as BE READY, DON'T BE DECEIVED, FOLLOW JESUS, 
BE NOT AFRAID  etc. Children can cut out traced leaves of FALL colours and hang by orange or brown yarn.
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Ballon Popping Game Questions and Answers.

ANSWERS:
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COLOURING PAGE 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 CROSSWORD  
Based on Luke 21:5-19 and 2 Thessalonians 3:7-12          
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 Use the clues to fill in the words above.
Words can go across or down.
Letters are shared when the words intersect.

ACROSS
1. The name of the Son of God
4. A plea or argument to support someone
6. To behave or try to behave in the same way
7. Physical or manual work done for hire
8. To restore to health

DOWN
2. The act of bearing up as under hardship
3. To go away from the right path
5. The moral or spiritual part of a person

 Answers: Astray  Defense  Endurance  Heal   Imitate   Jesus   Labour   Soul
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WORD SEARCH    
Based on Luke 21:5-19 and 2 Thessalonians 3:7-12 
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Find the word in the puzzle.  
Words can go in any direction.
Words can share letters as they cross over each other.

ASTRAY DEFENSE ENDURE      GAIN HEALING 
IMITATE JESUS JOYFUL     JUDGE LABOUR 
LIVING LORD RIGHTEOUSNESS     SOUL WORK
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