
Christ the King Sunday
Sunday, November 20, 2022

First Reading:  2 Samuel 5:1-3
Psalm #122 R  Let us go rejoicing to the house of the Lord.
Second Reading: Colossians 1:12-20
Gospel Accl. Verse: Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord; blessed is the coming             
                                  kingdom of our Father David. Alleluia
Gospel: Luke 23:35-43 
Theme:  Jesus, the backward King!
Commentary:   

Today is the last Sunday of Ordinary Time. A new liturgical year begins next Sunday, with the 
season of Advent which prepares us for Christmas. The daily readings this past week focused on the 
end of time and ways to prepare ourselves for life after our death here.

Today we remember that Jesus went through a terrible death for our sake, so that we may be 
re-united in right relationship with God. Jesus was a “King”. Lets look at what kind of king he was. We 
know Jesus was no ordinary king. Some would even say he was a backward king because from the 
day he was born, he did everything backwards to other kings. Unlike most kings, he was not born in a 
castle, he was born in a stable surrounded by donkeys, sheep and cows. His birth was a simple 
beginning for a king. Very few people even knew he had been born. Only the shepherds and three wise 
men got the word that he was born. Isn’t that backwards?

Growing up he continued to be unlike other kings. Most kings collect riches and buildings and 
have many servants. This king owned nothing at all. He lived a simple poor man’s life. He chose to be a 
servant to others. He could often be found helping others. Isn’t that backwards? As time went on his 
people became unhappy with their king. He wasn’t what they expected. Instead of riding into town on a 
big white horse as other kings were known to do, he chose to ride into town on the back of a donkey. 
Now isn’t that backwards? It gets even more strange. The friends he chose were a bunch of smelly 
fishermen and he could often be seen visiting with the poor and eating with sinners. This was too much 
for the people. They did not want him as king any longer, so they made a plan to arrest him and throw 
him in prison. This is backwards, right?

Sad but true, their planned worked. When his trial came, and he stood before the people, 
instead of shouting “Hail to the King! Long live the King!” they shouted “Crucify Him!”. So the soldiers 
did. They nailed him to a cross; they put a crown made of thorns on his head, they poked him with 
sharp sticks and made fun of him. It was a terrible way for a King to die. This backwards king, even in 
all his agony, asked God to forgive everyone who did this to him and he made sure that his dear 
mother, Mary, was taken care of. To his last breath, he served others. Now isn’t that a backwards King? 

Thankfully this is not the end of the story! Remember this backward king was different! This King 
rose from the grace to live forever and to be our way to a special friendship wth God the Father, the 
Son and the Holy Spirit. He is now the Forever King! He is the King to anyone who chooses him to be 
their King. Jesus wants to be your King, too. If you choose him to be your King, you will live with him in 
heaven! Today we celebrate Jesus as the King of Kings. 
  
Prayer for Families: Heavenly Father, today we crown Jesus as our King and Lord of our life. Help us 
to always choose to put you first by serving others as you did, through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Discussion starters: (Choose one or more of these after reading today’s scripture readings)
1. Do you want to choose Jesus as your King and Lord? Share how you can life this.
2. On our parish website, under Kid’s Ministry, are several resources for your family. For 

example, visit the Holy Heroes resources for family Advent and Christmas to have the best 
Advent and Christmas ever!

3. Have you registered for Come To Bethlehem at Holy Cross? Sunday, December 11, 
2002 at 1:30pm. Come experience the marketplace of Bethlehem at the time of Jesus’ birth. 

Family Activities, Colouring Page, Cross Word Puzzle and Word Search: Pages 2-5  
Resources used for inspiration in this post:  Holy Heroes, Living With Christ, Sermons4Kids 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Family Activities  
Based on Luke 23: 35-43

HATS RACE:  Two teams will run a relay to the hats, put a hat on and run back to their team member, 
who will then run down to the pile of hats for their team and put on another hat. This will continue until 
all the hats for each team have been put on and everyone is back on their team line. When their team is 
done, they will all say together JESUS CHRIST IS KING!! 
Note: make sure that there is a CROWN in your pile of "hats" to go along with today's story!

CROWNS TO WEAR:  The family, or individuals, cut out and decorate a CROWN and write JESUS IS 
THE KINGS OF KINGS. Have gel glue, sequins, glitter, etc available to make a beautiful crown for the 
KING!

CROWN OF THORNS:  Give each child a piece of cut poster board with the letters written on it, KING 
OF KINGS... and let children glue toothpicks on the poster picture to look like a crown of thorns.

HAT HUNT: Yah! a scavenger hunt with hats that could be used for the HAT RELAY RACE if desired. 
HATS can have a Bible verse or phrase from our gospel such as KING OF THE JEWS, KING OF 
KINGS, JESUS IS KING, KINGDOM, CROWN OF THORNS.

CROSS CHALKBOARD DRAWING:  On a chalkboard, or poster board, draw a large cross. Make the 
lines thick, as if using the side of the chalk. The children can write THIS IS THE KING OF THE JEWS 
on the board and use colored chalk/pencils to draw or write words about the story around the chalk 
drawing while the story is discussed. Another suggestions is to have some lines for the words with 
some of the letters missing for children to fill in for the words of our gospel story, as listed above in the 
HAT HUNT.

MUSICAL HATS
Option 1:
This can be played like musical chairs but as the music plays, pass hats around (1 hat less than there 
are players) until the music stops and the player without a hat is allowed to take one hat and take a 
seat (so there will still be one hat less than there are players).

Option 2:
Played like musical chairs but only ONE hat could be passed around and the player that is holding the 
hat can leave the game and go to write one of the words from the story inside a hat that is drawn on the 
board, while the "musical hat" continues. This can be written on a chalkboard or poster paper.

REMINDER:
Bring your Advent wreath and candles to Mass, November 26th and 27th. to be blessed.

Songs for Listening this week:  These can all be accessed on youTube
✤ Revelation Song by Phillips, Craig & Dean
✤ How Great Is our God by Christ Tomlin, Ed Cash and Jesse Reeves
✤ Be Exalted O God by John Michael Talbot
✤ Lord I Lift Your Name on High by Maranatha Singers
✤ God of All My Days by Casting Crowns
✤ Battle Belongs to You by Phil Wickham
✤ 1000 Reasons (BlessThe Lord) by Matt Redman 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Jesus Is My King  
Colouring Page (Luke 23:35-43)
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 CROSSWORD  
Based on Luke 23:35-43          
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CHOSEN       CHRIST    CLOTHES    CRIMINALS      CRUCIFY
DAVID       DIVIDED    FATHER    FEAR      HEBRON  
INHERITANCE      ISREAL    JESUS    KING      KINGDOM
PARADISE       PEACE    SAVE    SCOFFED      SOLDIER
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WORD SEARCH  

Based on Luke 23:35-43
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Use the clues to fill in the words above. Words can go across or down.  Letters are shared when 
the words intersect.

ACROSS
1. To put to death by tying or nailing hands   
     and feet to a cross
3. The male ruler of a kingdom
6. To stop blaming, or not punish someone  
     for something they have done
7. A place or state of great beauty or delight

DOWN
2. Someone who commits a crime
4. The Messiah, as foretold by the prophets of  
    the Old Testament
5. To keep someone from being killed or  
    injured; to rescue
6. The emotion you feel when you are  
    frightened or worried

CHRIST    CRIMINAL    CRUCIFY    FEAR    FORGIVE   KING   PARADISE   SAVE
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