
The 5th Sunday in Ordinary Time
       Sunday, February 6, 2022  

 
First Reading: Isaiah 6.1-2a, 3-8
Psalm: #138   Refrain:  Before the Angels, I sing Your Praise, O Lord
Second Reading:  1Corinthians 15.1-11
Gospel Acclamation: Come follow me, says the Lord, and I will make you fishers of men. (Matt 4.19)
Gospel: Luke 5.1-11

Theme:  Jesus comes to us and calls us to bring His message of God’s love into our world. 

Commentary:   
Do you like to go fishing? Or maybe you know someone who does. People have many reasons 

for going fishing. Some like to eat fish and catching fish might be less expensive than buying it at the 
store. For others it is a fun hobby, giving them a chance to relax and rest. Some say they don’t care if 
they catch fish or not, they just like fishing.  

The Bible says a lot about fishing. Jesus chose fisherman for many of his first disciples. They 
didn’t fish as a hobby. They fished to eat and sell the fish as their way of living. They cared a lot 
whether they caught any fish or not.  

Our Gospel reading today is about one of the disciples’ fishing trips. The story begins with Jesus 
preaching on the shore beside the Sea of Galilee. There was a huge crowd of people gathered around 
Him and they kept pressing closer so that they could hear Him better. Jesus stepped into one of the two 
empty boats at the water’s edge and asked Simon, the boat’s owner, to move it out a little further from 
the shore. Then Jesus sat down in the boat and preached to the people from there. 

When Jesus had finished teaching, He asked Simon to go a little further out and put down his 
nests. Simon and his crew had fished all night but had caught nothing. Still he did as Jesus asked and 
an amazing thing happened! A miracle happens. This time their nets became so full that they needed a 
second boat crew to help them bring it all into shore. At this, Simon knew that Jesus was a holy man 
and fell on his knees before him. Jesus said to him, "There is nothing to fear. From now on you’ll be 
fishing for people.”  He didn't mean that they would go out and throw a net over them. What He meant 
was that just as they had been bringing the fish into their boats, they would now be bringing people into 
the Kingdom of God. Jesus wants you and me to be fishers of people, too. That means that we will tell 
the people we meet about Jesus so that they can know Him and become His followers, too.

"Discussion starters:
1. Where have we experienced miracles on our lives?
2. What was your reaction?
3. How have we experienced God calling us in that moment?
4. Imagine Jesus is coming to your home or class. What are some of the things that you would 

say to a friend about Jesus, who does not know Him? Do you have a true story of what Jesus 
means to you? Practice sharing that story with your family so you can share it with your friend. 

Prayer for Families: Heavenly Father, just as Jesus called His early disciples to fish for people, He has 
called us to tell others about His love so that we might bring them into the Kingdom. Help us to be 
faithful to become fishers of people. Amen.

Colouring Page, Word Search and CrossWord Puzzle: Pages 2-5  
Resources used in this post:  
Holy Heroes, Sermons4Kids, Living With Christ, Word on Fire. 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Family Activities:   
Scripture Reading:  Luke 5:10 What a Catch!

1. Go Fish Card Game: for two to four players. Click HERE for rules on how to play. 

2. Fish Pond:          Supplies: construction paper fish shapes (at least 1 per player),  
                           paper clips for each fish shape,  
                           a bucket, waste basket or large bowl (this will be the ‘pond’) 
                           a wooden spoon,  
                           some string or fishing line,  
                           a donut magnet or a magnet and tape,  
                           a Bible.              
Preparations: Cut out fish shapes from construction paper. Have a few more than there are 
players. Print a bible reference on each one that reminds to be fishers of people.  
(Luke 5:6, Matthew 4:19, Psalm 9:15, John 21.4-14). If there are more than four players, 
repeat the verses on other fish shapes.  Attach a paper clip to each fish. Place these into a 
bucker.  
To make a fishing pole and line:  Tie or tape a string or fishing line to a wooden spoon. Attach 
a small magnet on the end of the fishing line. Donut magnets can be tied onto the end of the 
string/line, others will need to be taped.   
To play: Using the ‘fishing pole’ fish out a fish shape from the bucket. Read the scripture 
reference.  
Find the scripture passage in the Bible and read it (or have someone read it) aloud. 

3. Enjoy the colouring page, word search and crossword puzzles on the following pages. 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https://coe.uni.edu/sites/default/files/downloads/Go_Fish_Rules_with_pictures_0.pdf
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