
 18th Sunday in Ordinary Time
         Sunday, July 31, 2022  

First Reading: Ecclesiastes 1:2, 2:21-23 
Psalm #90: R. Lord you have been our swelling place in all generations
Second Reading: Colossians 3:1-5, 9-11
Gospel Acclamation Verse: Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven! 
Gospel: Luke 12:13-21
Theme:  Love of money leaves no room for loving God. Jesus warns against selfishness and greed.

Commentary:   
It is hard for many of us to know when we have enough of something. Maybe it’s that new video 

game, or the newest clothing, or even more candy. We often believe that having more of something is 
better than having less. For example, one more video game, right? 

But some people get this very wrong. They go through life trying to collect more money, more 
possessions, and more of the things they believe will make them happy. But having more of something isn’t 
what brings us true happiness. True happiness can only be found in Jesus.   

Jesus warns against this. He said, “Watch out! Be on guard against all kinds of greed; a mans’ life 
does not consist in the abundance of his possessions.” He then told a story about a man whose land had 
produced so much grain that he had no place to store it. Even though he had plenty, he wanted more, so 
he decided to tear down his barns and build even bigger ones. Jesus said the was was a fool, for when his 
life was over, he would leave everything behind. He would leave this world with nothing. 

Notice in this story that the rich man does not consider giving a bonus to his workers, sharing with 
his community, or even thanking God for his successful harvest. He is very much centred on only himself, 
and we see later in the story that it will not end well for him. 

God has promised to supply all of our needs, but he has not promised to fulfill every selfish wish. 
“Watch out! Be on your guard against all kinds of greed.” God wants us to be rich towards himself.

In today’s second reading St. Paul teaches us that greed is idolatry. Greed replaces God with 
money or other earthly possessions. It leads to terrible loneliness, emptiness and misery. Those who place 
their hope in the false god of ‘things’ are never satisfied, because there is always one more ‘thing’ to get.  

We know that we are made for so much more. We are God the Father’s children. When we put God 
first in our lives, we are content even when times are tough, because we know God loves us more than we 
can imagine. Of course God knows we need certain possessions for our lives on earth, yet He does not 
want us to love those possessions so much that we forget that he made it possible for us to use them. 

Put God first and we will see how awesome God is to take care of the little things. Ask him for a 
grateful and generous heart and he will not disappoint. 

Discussion starters: (Choose one or more of these after reading today’s scripture readings)
1. Discuss how too many possessions can get in the way of time for God. 
2. Share a moment when you chose to put God first, shared something with someone in need or 

spent time listening to God. How did you feel afterwards?  

Prayer for Families: 
Dear Father, help us to always be grateful with the blessings which you so generously give us. May 

we always be on guard against selfishness and greed. We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ, your 
Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, God, for ever and ever. AMEN. 

Colouring Page, Cross Word Puzzle and Word Search: Pages 2-5  
Resources used for inspiration in this post:  Holy Heroes, Living With Christ, Sermon Write, Sermons4Kids 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 Family Activities  
Based on Luke 12:13-21

MONEY RACE: Have the children all stand on one side of the room, divided into two teams, with each team getting a 
money box or bag. Tell them to turn around or close their eyes while play money is scattered around the room. When 
the leader says GO, the children will try to gather as much money as possible in the time allotted by the leader and 
place it in their box or bag. When the time is up, the children will then get back into their team group. The surprise will 
come when the the children are told to switch bags and UNSELFISHLY give their bag of collected money to the other 
team. Let the teams count the money and see who has the most from the RACE!! Then tell children that they all are 
winners because they shared their money with others!

BEAN RELAY: Before telling the Bible story of the man whose land had produced so much grain that he had no place 
to store it, let children play a bean or rice relay. The children will be divided into two teams and have a timed relay to 
see which team can fill a paper bag with the rice or beans first with each team member taking a turn using a 
measuring cup to dip the beans or rice from a container and put it in the bag.

BALLOON POPPING: Place a slip of paper with a selfish or unselfish idea written on it inside of a balloon. Inflate the 
balloons and let the children take turns breaking a balloon and reading the slip of paper that was inside. The children 
can then tape their slip of paper to a poster board that has a HAPPY FACE (for being unselfish) at the top of one side 
of the board, and an UNHAPPY FACE (for selfishness) on the other side of the top of the board. Let the children 
discuss why it is unselfish or selfish. (Ideas for slips of paper: stealing, taking cookies to a neighbour, taking 3 pieces 
of candy and giving friend just one piece of candy, standing in front of the tv when someone is watching it, leaving 
your dirty clothes on the floor, reading Bible verses to an older person, giving a friend first choice of which cookie to 
take, taking a toy away from someone, etc).

BUBBLE BLESSINGS: Let the children blow soap bubbles outside and tell children that every bubble stands for a 
blessing that GOD gives to us. Let children begin naming the blessings God has given them as they blow the bubbles. 
Sit with the children after blowing bubbles and name ways that they may have been selfish and forgot about all of 
GOD's blessings that He generously gives to us.

BLESSING MASK: Cut out a big circle in the center of a piece of poster board. Make sure the circle is big enough for 
a child's face to be seen through the cutout. Decorate around the edges of the cutout to make it look like the sun or a 
flower. Let children take turns putting their face through the hole and share a BLESSING as they put on a HAPPY 
FACE for the family to see. Take a picture of each child with his/her happy face in the MASK for all to see later.

SHARE A SNACK: Give the children all of the fixings to make an ice cream Sundae! They will make a sundae or 
THINKING that it's for themselves, but when all have finished, say "NOW, PASS YOUR SUNDAY SUNDAE TO THE 
ONE TO YOUR RIGHT!!
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COLOURING PAGE 
BASED ON LUKE 12: 13-21 
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 CROSSWORD  
          BASED ON LUKE 12: 13-21        
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Use the clues below to fill in the words.
Words can go across or down.

Letters are shared when the words intersect.

 ACROSS
2. Jesus is also know as
3. Where God and his angels live
4. To watch over or care for
5. Selfish hold of possessions
8. To do hard, painful work

DOWN
1. Things that are valuable, precious or rare.
6. To have a fixed place to live
7. A deep devotion or affection for another

 Answers:  CHRIST  DWELL  GREED  GUARD  HEAVEN  LOVE  TOIL  TREASURES
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WORD SEARCH  
BASED ON LUKE 12: 13-21
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CHRIST GREED GUARD         HEAVEN
LOVE RENEW STEADFAST         SWELLING
TOIL     TREASURES VANITY         WISDOM

Find the word in the puzzle.  Words can go in any direction.
Words can share letters as they cross over each other.
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