
3rd Sunday in Ordinary Time  
Week of Prayer for Christian Unity

Sunday, January 22, 2023
First Reading:  Isaiah 9:1-4
Psalm #27    R: The Lord is my light and my salvation
Second Reading:  1 Corinthians 1:10-13, 17-18
Acc. Verse: Jesus proclaimed the good news of the kingdom curing every sickness among the people.
Gospel:  Matthew 4:12-23
Theme:  Jesus begins to call his disciples to follow him.

Commentary:    

Have you ever gone fishing? Did you catch anything?
It does not matter if you are young or old, you can be good at fishing at any age. Have you 

noticed that you can not just scoop up fish with your hands like a grizzly bear? You need to be 
prepared. You need a sturdy rod, and line and other supplies. There are two other things that you need 
to be a successful fisherman. You need to know where and when the fish are biting, and you need to 
wait patiently. 

Our gospel today has something to do with fishing too. One day Jesus was at the seashore 
when he saw two bothers named Simon and Andrew. They were fishermen from the nearby village of 
Capernaum. Jesus called out to them, “Follow me and I will make you fishers of people!” Do you know 
what they did? They left their boat, nets, homes and families and followed Jesus! 

Jesus was such an extraordinary person that people who had never met him before were ready 
to leave whatever they were doing to follow him. When people met Jesus they somehow knew he cared 
for them and they wanted to learn more about him. 

Jesus wants you and me to fish for people too. He wants us to tell other people about what 
Jesus has done for us and what he can do for them. However, just like fishing for fish, we need to be 
prepared. 

There are a few ways to prepare ourselves. We need to learn what Jesus taught by reading the 
scriptures in the Bible, and we can look to the Church to guide us when we have questions. Catholics 
have a great book that is called The Catechism of the Catholic Church. It answers a lot of questions 
about what Jesus taught and what the people who have passed on the faith over the last 2020 years 
have learned about living like a disciple of Jesus. Next we need to learn how to tell others our story of 
what Jesus has done for us. We find ways to talk about Jesus because we are his disciples and want 
others to know him too. Lastly we must be patient. Some people need more time to decide to meet and 
get know Jesus. 

Doing these things can really make us fishers for people like Jesus wants us to be. If you have 
ever gone fishing, you know how exciting it is when you do catch a fish. Imagine how excited you will 
be when you can bring someone to know Jesus! 
   

Prayer for Families: 
Heavenly Father, help us to become fisher of all people. Help us tell others what you have done 

for us and what you want to do for them. We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who 
reigns with you in the unity the Holy Spirit, God, for ever and ever. AMEN.

Family Discussion Starters and 3 pages of Word Games: Pages 2-5  
Resources used for inspiration in this post:  Holy Heroes, Living With Christ, Word On Fire, Footprints in Faith    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Family Discussion Starters Based on Matthew 4:12-23 
 
Choose one or more of these after reading today’s scripture readings as a family. 

1. In today’s gospel how many people were invited by Jesus to follow him?   
• Jesus called four men to become his first followers. Simon Peter, and his brother Andrew,   

and James and John, who were also bothers.

2. What were they doing at the time?
• Simon Peter and Andrew were actually out in their boat fishing when Jesus called them to 

come ashore. They would have had to haul in their nets and make their way back to the 
seashore. James and John were helping their father Zebedee to mend their fishing nets.

3. Do you think the first four disciples knew each other?
• It is very likely that they did. They probably lived in or near the fishing village of Capernaum, 

and certainly would have spent time fishing at sea. The Gospel does not tell us their age, but 
they may have played together as children and attended the same synagogue on the 
Sabbath.

4. Do you think they knew who Jesus was?
• Jesus had come to live in Capernaum where he had begun preaching to the people. It was a 

small community where likely nearly everyone knew each other, so the arrival of a teacher 
would have been known by most. Perhaps they had heard or seen Jesus preaching, and 
followed when he called because they were curious to find out more about him. Andrew is 
known to have been a disciple of John the Baptist before following Jesus, and may have 
seen his baptism in the Jordan River.

5. Jesus said that he would make them ‘fishers of people’. What do you think he meant?
• Jesus didn’t call the four because of their fishing skills. He didn’t want them to go out and 

catch people with their nets! Jesus wanted people who would follow and believe in him, so 
that his message of love for the world could be shared and passed on to all the people. 
Simon Peter, Andrew, James and John were chosen because they had qualities which 
would help them to carry on and accomplish the divine mission Jesus had already begun. 
He wanted these men to lead others to Jesus and to tell others about Jesus.

6. Do you imagine they found it easy to leave their lives behind and answer his call to become fishers 
of men?

• They left the security of a home and study job to follow Jesus, without knowing what was 
going to happen next. It took a lot of courage and faith to follow Jesus. They did not have an 
easy life. They travelled a lot, often slept on the ground and were hungry from time to time. 
The scriptures show that whatever trials and difficulties they had, they wanted more than 
anything else in the world to be with Jesus and help him gather more disciples.  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                   WORD GAMES based on Matthew 4:12-23  

 
__________________________  and  __________________________

__________________________  and  __________________________

What did Jesus say that made these fishermen follow him?
Use the secret code pad to read his words!

   From: Footprints in Faith by Kathy Thompson
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Jesus chose his first disciples beside the Sea of Galilee.
Can you match the brothers?    Matthew 4:18,21

SECRET CODE PAD
A(1)  B(2)  C(3)  D(4)  E(5)  F(6)  G(7)  H(8)  I(9)  J(10)
K(11)  L(12)  M(13)  N(14)  O(15)  P(16)  Q(17)  R(18)
S(19)  T(20)  U(21)  V(22)  W(23)  X(24) Y(25)  X(26)

 
“ ___  ___  ___  ___      ___   ___   ___   ___  ___  ___      ___  ___        ___  ___  ___  
    (3)   (15)   (13) (5)       (6)    (15)   (12)  (12)  (15) (23).    (13) (5)          (1)   (14) (4)
                        

 ___        ___  ___  ___  ___         ___  ___  ___  ___       ___  ___  ___ 
                 (9)         (23)  (9)   (12)  (12)        (13)  (1)  (15)  (5)         (25) (15) (21)

 ___  ___  ___  ___  ___  ___  ___        ___  ___         ___  ___  ___  ___  ___  ___”
        (6)   (9)  (19)  (8).   (5)  (18)  (19)       (15)   (6).        (16)  (5)  (15)  (16). (12). (6)
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 WORD GAMES based on Matthew 4:12-23

? What did these brothers do for a living? ?
Use the picture clues to complete the crossword. The letters in the darker boxes will spell out 
the answer

                                                                              

                         3    1         7

        6 4

8

           

               2

   

5            9

From: Footprints in Faith by Kathy Thompson 
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WORD SEARCH  

 Based on Matthew 4:12-23
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ANDREW FISHERMEN  JOHN PROCLAIM
BELONG FOLLOW  JOY REPENT  
CAPERNAUM GALILEE  LIGHT SIMON    
CHRISTIAN GOODNESS  NETS STRONG  
CROSS JAMES  PETER UNITED  
DISCIPLES JESUS   POWER WAIT
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