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Unforeseen: Seeing the Kingdom - Jesus’ Public Ministry



Directions
· Make-up work must be completed before the next Life Night. It should not take you more than 90 minutes to complete. 
· Go to File → Make a copy. Name the file 10-9-2022, Your First and Last Name. 
· Make-up work will require you to research answers, please only use credible Catholic sources, Wikipedia will not be accepted. 
· You must cite your sources. To do this, just copy and paste the URL after your answer. 
· You may not copy and paste directly from any website, it must be in your own words, (unless stated otherwise).
· All questions or activities are in bold and highlighted. 
· All your answers should not be in bold
· When you are finished, email your assignment to Rachael Kriger: rkriger@romeroparish.org. Please submit with your FIRST NAME-LAST NAME-LifeTeen-10-9-22 . Please do not send it as an attachment on Flocknote, I do not receive it that way! 




Homework Breakdown

1. Activity 
2. Reading
3. Handouts
4. Written Questions
5. Challenge of the Week




1. Activity

Pick an Apostle of Jesus… there are 12 to choose from! You can skip to our handout to read about them a little bit more. Pick a favorite and write why they are your favorite. Did you relate to them? Are they the patron saint of something special in your life? 

For example, I would pick Simon Peter and I would list how he is the patron saint of x, y, z, and I connect with him because, just like everyone in the world, I have also had doubts in my life.





2. Reading
Seeing the Kingdom: Jesus’ Public Ministry

It is estimated that Americans spend a combined 37 billion hours waiting in line every year. That is over 100 hours per person! Most people do not enjoy or get excited by waiting in line, but if it is for something we really want, it can be worth it. Whether it is a midnight showing of a movie, a Black Friday deal, the latest phone, or the line to ride the best roller coaster at an amusement park, we are willing to wait for the things we want for a few hours or even overnight.

Even so, imagine waiting for several hundred years. That is how long the Jewish people had been waiting for the Messiah to deliver them from oppression and restore the kingdom of Israel. When Jesus finally came on the scene, not everyone was convinced because they had not been expecting a carpenter; they were hoping for a political leader to establish a Jewish kingdom. However, Jesus offered an entirely different and new kind of kingdom that surpassed their expectations.

We have already learned that one of the reasons for the Incarnation was to show us God’s love. Another reason that God became man in the person of Jesus Christ was to be a model of holiness for us: to show us how to live. Jesus proclaimed the coming of the Kingdom in a way that turned conventional wisdom upside down and drew all kinds of people into a new way of life. (CCC 459)

Not Your Average Rabbi

Around the age of 30, Jesus began His three years of public ministry, starting to preach as a rabbi. Rabbis commonly had a group of followers that they instructed, who were called disciples, which means students or apprentices. Those who wanted to be disciples would seek out the rabbi they wanted to study with and would try to convince the rabbi that they were worthy of instruction. If the rabbi thought someone showed promise, he would invite that person to become his disciple by saying, “Come, follow me.” (Matthew 4:19).


Jesus did not do this. He did not solicit the best and brightest students, nor did He wait for people to come to Him. He came to seek and save the lost. He searched among those who were not seen as “good enough” and had gone back to their family trades, like fishermen. He recruited tax collectors who had betrayed their Jewish community by collecting money on behalf of Rome and charging extra for themselves. Jesus formed a group of twelve apostles from all different walks of life to accompany Him on His mission to proclaim the Kingdom. (Mark 1:43-45, Luke 19:10)


The Kingdom is at Hand

The Kingdom Jesus came to proclaim was the Kingdom of God — the fulfillment of God’s plan for us and everyone on Earth. He proclaimed the Good News that we could be reconciled to God if we repented and were baptized. Previously, the only connections people had to God were through the temple and observing the law. (Acts 2:38)


The temple had been built under King Solomon about 900 years before Jesus lived. It was the focal point of worship and sacrifice; the presence of God had literally been seen after it was first constructed. At the time of Jesus, however, the visible presence of God had long since left the temple and never returned. Offering ritual sacrifices was no longer an opportunity to behold the power and glory of God. Temple worship had become a routine obligation rather than a powerful experience. (1 Chronicles 7:1, Ezekiel 10)

The Jewish people had also been given laws by God through Moses on Mount Sinai over 1,000 years before Jesus lived. Following the law was meant to show that the Jewish people were set apart from the rest of the world. At the time of Jesus, however, the law had become overbearing and burdensome for the people as they were expected to memorize and scrupulously observe the 613 laws of the Torah as well as even mor laws that had become common practice. (Exodus 24:12-28, Mark 7:1-23)

Jesus said that He did not come to change the law, but to fulfill it. He wanted to remind us of the freedom God offers us, and draw us back into a relationship with Him. He did so by calling people to repentance, performing miracles, teaching through parables, and challenging His followers to a completely new way of life. He specifically sought out and cared for the poor, the oppressed and the outcast. He preached a new law summarized simply as love of God and neighbor. (Matthew 5:17-18; Mark 1:15, 12:30-31)

The law taught not to murder, but Jesus went further and taught His disciples to not even be angry with others. The law forbade adultery, but Jesus commanded people to not even look at others with lust. The law commanded people to judge their neighbors justly, but Jesus challenged His followers not to judge others, but rather, to judge themselves first. Jesus did not offer a burdensome set of rules and judgments like the other religious leaders of His day. He invited others to become who they were created to be by following Him, and living in a new, radical way. (Exodus 20:13-14; Leviticus 19:15-17; Matthew 5:21-28, 7:1-5)


Called to be Disciples

In His ministry, Jesus drew attention to what the law and the temple were originally intended for: to bring people into relationship with God, leading them to live a life set apart from the ways of the world. He offered His followers a new law in His teachings and a new temple by establishing the Catholic Church. This temple would not involve endless sacrifices, but would be a  gathering of disciples who would represent the once-and-for- all sacrifice of Jesus on the cross in atonement for the sins of mankind. That is what we participate in every time we come to Mass. (Matthew 5-7, 16:13-19; Hebrews 10, 8:7-13)

Jesus took everything that the Jewish people knew and turned it upside down. He set them free of the ways that the Old Covenant had become burdensome and offered them freedom from sin through a New Covenant. The teachings of Jesus offer us that same freedom and help us to move from living earthly, sinful lives toward lives of virtue and joy.

As disciples of Jesus, we are invited to follow Him by learning His teachings from Scripture and trying to imitate Him. He has chosen us and promised He would always be with us. He assured that those who follow Him would do even greater things than He did. He healed lepers, gave sight to the blind, and brought the dead back to life! Jesus is calling us to be His disciples, to “Come, follow Him,” and do even greater things in His name and for His glory. (Matthew 28:20; John 14:12, 15:16)

There is a place for us in the Church and among the disciples of Jesus. He has a unique plan and purpose for each one of our lives that only we can fulfill. We may feel like we do not have all the answers or that we are not holy and perfect enough, but neither were the apostles. They simply spent time with Jesus and became holy by imitating Him. We can spend time with Jesus in daily prayer, in Adoration, and by immersing ourselves in Scripture. In the same way the Jewish people were waiting for the Messiah to come, the Messiah is now waiting for us to come follow Him. He is calling us and if we respond, He will turn our lives upside down in the best way possible.


· End of Reading - 




3. Handouts

Please see, on the next page, the Hand Out: The Apostles

Instructions: Read about each Apostle and match the Apostle to the description. Please note that “Simon Peter” is just “Peter.” There was another Apostle named Simon. Also, there is no Judas Iscariot. Matthias was the Apostle that replaced him, once Judas betrayed Jesus.

Then, please look at the Lectico Divinia handout. Please take a few minutes and follow the instructions on how to do a Lectio. The reading from Luke 5:1-11 is attached, as well. Please let me know if you have any questions! 

While it’s not required, please feel free to use the space below to journal any thoughts from the Lectio Divina. 

Written Questions will follow the Lectio Divina Page.















HANDOUT 
SEEING THE KINGDOM 
The Apostles 
Match each apostle in Column A with their description in Column B.  
Column A 
1. __________ Jude 
2. __________ John 
3. __________ Andrew 
4. __________ Philip 
5. __________ James the Greater 
6. __________ Thomas 
7. __________ Peter 



Column B
A. • Older brother of Peter 
• Patron of fishermen and singers 
• “First apostle” of Jesus 
• Preached and martyred in Greece 
B. • Was introduced to Jesus by his friend   Philip 
• Approximately 25 years old 
• Youngest of a family of seven 
• Patron of people with neurological or   skin diseases 
C. • Was a fisherman 
• Brother of Jude 
• First Bishop of Jerusalem 
• Martyred in the year 62 
D. • Older brother of John 
• Had a fiery temper 
• Was the first to be martyred of the   apostles 
• Patron saint of pilgrims and Spain 
E. • Remained with Jesus throughout the   entirety of His Passion 
• Only apostle to die of natural causes • Youngest of the apostles 
• Said to have written one of the four   Gospels 
F. • Was a fisherman 
• Patron saint of lost causes 
• Brother of James the Lesser 
• Martyred in Armenia 
Seeing The Kingdom 
8. __________James the Lesser 
9. __________ Matthias 
10. __________ Simon 
11. __________ Bartholomew 
12. __________ Matthew 







G. • Was a tax collector 
• Patron saint of bankers 
• Immediately left his job when Jesus called him 
• Traditionally also goes by the name   Levi 
H. • Heavily doubted that Jesus could feed   the 5,000 
• Had a difficult time understanding how   powerful Jesus was 
• Introduced his friend, Nathanael, to   Jesus 
• Martyred in Greece 
I. • Was said to be “the rock” that Jesus   would build His Church upon • Denied Jesus three times  
• Briefly walked on water 
• Was the first Pope 
J. • Cousin of Jesus 
• Led Christians to safety in Jordan • Became Bishop of Jerusalem after   James the Lesser 
• Traditionally said to have been 
 martyred at the age of 120 
K. • Patron saint of architects 
• Best known for doubting Jesus’  
 Resurrection 
• Traditionally also goes by the name   Didymus 
• Martyred in India 
L. • Patron saint of alcoholics 
• Took the place of Judas 
• Was a follower of Jesus before His   Passion & Resurrection 
• Preached in the modern-day country of   Georgia




HANDOUT 
SEEING THE KINGDOM 
Lectio How-To 
Lectio How-To 
Lectio  
Read the passage slowly. Be mindful of the context and what is  
happening.  
Meditatio  
Read the passage again looking for a word or phrase that sticks out to  you. Spend a few moments in silence with the word or phrase in mind.  
Oratio  
Read the passage a third time. Afterward, ask yourself: How does this  word or phrase make me feel? What does this word or phrase bring to  mind? How have I seen this word or phrase act in my life? 
Contemplatio 
Engage in a deeper conversation with Jesus by reflecting on the  questions: What are you trying to teach me, Jesus? What are you  saying to me, Jesus? 























4. Written Questions


Q1: Of the apostles listed, which of them stand out to you the most? Why?









Q2: Why do you think Jesus chose these (seemingly) ordinary men to be His apostles?








Q3: How do you think you would have reacted if you were one of Jesus’ apostles and witnessed miracles He performed? Shocked? Skeptical? Indifferent?










Q4: How is Jesus calling you to serve as a disciple now?









5. Challenge of the Week



Do another Lectio Divina once during the week. So students have two weeks until their next class, so do two Lectio Divinia’s ahead of the next class. Come to class prepared to talk about their experience with it! 
