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Directions
· Make-up work must be completed before the next Life Night. It should not take you more than 90 minutes to complete. 
· Go to File → Make a copy. Name the file 11-6-2022, Your First and Last Name. 
· Make-up work will require you to research answers, please only use credible Catholic sources, Wikipedia will not be accepted. 
· You must cite your sources. To do this, just copy and paste the URL after your answer. 
· You may not copy and paste directly from any website, it must be in your own words, (unless stated otherwise).
· All questions or activities are in bold and highlighted. 
· All your answers should not be in bold
· When you are finished, email your assignment to Rachael Kriger: rkriger@romeroparish.org. Please submit with your FIRST NAME-LAST NAME-LifeTeen-11-6-22 . Please do not send it as an attachment on Flocknote, I do not receive it that way! 




Homework Breakdown

1. Activity 
2. Reading
3. Written Questions
4. Video
5. Challenge of the Week




1. Activity

Read about the Divine Mercy Chaplet at the following link:
https://www.thedivinemercy.org/message/devotions/pray-the-chaplet




2. Reading
Seeing the Unseen: Jesus’ Resurrection

Before we get into the reading from the Life Teen materials, I want to add a transition story from Jesus’ death, which we talked about two weeks ago, to Jesus’ resurrection. Hopefully this will help provide some context on the resurrection of Jesus and what his death meant.

My brother Zach passed away on August 19. He was only 27, and he had a long history of substance abuse that finally caught up to him. My brother and I were super close during our childhood, but as he started making negative choices, our relationship started to crumble. But I always loved and cared for him. He was my brother, my first friend in the whole world. When my brother passed away, we called on our long-time priest, now retired, Fr. Lou Vallone to do the funeral. Zach and I altar served with Fr. Lou. During his homily, he told us a story about how, during the French Revolution, there were signs to the people given in code. When people saw “Wellington Defeated…” they immediately stopped and panicked. However, the entire message wasn’t read. Instead, it said, “Wellington Defeated the Enemy.” (Source: https://storiesforpreaching.com.au/sermonillustrations/wellington-defeated/) 

So instead of waiting for the full message, people stopped and panicked at “Wellington Defeated.”

That’s exactly what happened with the followers of Jesus Christ. When Jesus died on the cross, the Apostles went up to the upper room and hid. They saw, “Christ Defeated.” But, through Jesus’ resurrection on the cross, the whole statement came to light: “Christ Defeated Death.” Fr. Lou said it perfectly. While it seems that drugs and addiction beat my brother, it was the other way around. It’s not “Zach Defeated.” It’s, “Zach Defeated Death.”

Hopefully that sets up a good bit of context as we enter the Life Teen reading about Jesus’ resurrection.

❖❖❖

How many religions are there in the world?

There are certainly a lot, more than 15,000 in fact. It is impossible to know for sure at any given moment, but some estimate that there are several thousand (and that is just religions, not even denominations within religions)! Imagine going to a restaurant that had over a thousand items on the menu. It would be too overwhelming to choose! Luckily, faith is not about choosing what we are hungry for at a given moment, nor is it based on personal preference. It should be based on whether or not it is true.

Therefore, a better question to ask is this: of all the religious founders and figures in human history, how many of them claimed to be God Himself, and proved it by rising from the dead? Only one: Jesus Christ.

The Catechism says that “the Resurrection of Jesus is the crowning truth of our faith in Christ” (CCC 638). If the Resurrection did not really happen, there is no reason to believe in Christianity. However, if it really did happen, then we must admit that Jesus Christ is God and that the Catholic Church, which He founded, possesses the fullness of His truth. It is the central fact of our faith. (1 Corinthians 15:1-19).

Post Mortem

After Jesus was crucified and died, He was buried in the tomb of Joseph of Arimathea. Then, as we proclaim in the Creed, Jesus descended into hell or, more accurately, Sheol, the “place of the dead” in Judaism. He went there because it was where all souls, both righteous and sinful, went when they died. Jesus descended there to proclaim salvation to those who died in friendship with God and welcomed them into heaven. The Catechism tells us that “Jesus did not descend into hell to deliver the damned, nor to destroy the hell of damnation, but to free the just who had gone before Him” (CCC 633). Even in His death, Jesus was still bringing salvation and freedom to those who had lived before Him. (Matthew 27:57-61; Luke 16:19-31; 1 Peter 3:18-20, 4:6; CCC 632-635).

On the third day after His death, Jesus’ tomb was found empty by the women who came to anoint His body according to Jewish burial customs. Jesus appeared first to Mary Magdalene and to Peter, and then to the rest of the apostles. He interpreted the Hebrew scriptures and revealed the truth to those who did not understand why the Messiah had to suffer for our sins. In the weeks that followed, Jesus appeared to over 500 people. After forty days, Jesus ascended into heaven to take His place at the right hand of God. In His place, He sent the Holy Spirit to guide and sustain the Church. (Matthew 28:9-10, Mark 16:1-13, Luke 24:26-27, John 20:11-29, Acts 1:6-12, 1 Corinthians 15:6, CCC 638- 655, 659-664).

These events may sound so familiar that the gravity of them is lost on us. The Resurrection was an event that had never happened before, that no one was expecting, and has not happened since. It is the central and foundational event in our faith. If it really happened, then it changes everything. So how do we know all that really happened? How do we know that Jesus Christ really rose from the dead and it is not simply a story or legend that has been passed on throughout the centuries? (1 Corinthians 15:1-19).

He is Risen

First, we know that a man named Jesus from Nazareth really lived and was believed by many to be the Jewish Messiah. Jesus lived after the great pyramids of Egypt were built and after historical figures like Alexander the Great and Julius Caesar: it is a historical time period that we actually know a lot about. Apart from the incredible historical evidence we have from over 5,000 New Testament Biblical manuscripts, there are even non-Christian historians who mention Jesus, like the Jewish historian Josephus and the Roman historian Tacitus. We can confidently conclude that Jesus was a real person who really walked this Earth. (Flavius Josephus: “Antiquities of the Jews” books 18, 20; Tacitus: “Annals” book 15, chapter 44).


Second, in the forty days after the Resurrection, Jesus appeared in resurrected form to over 500 eyewitnesses. This was at a time when only two eyewitnesses were needed in a court of law to prove that something definitely happened. (Deuteronomy 19:15, 1 Corinthians 15:6, 2 Corinthians 13:1)

Third, all but one of the apostles suffered persecution and death for proclaiming that Jesus rose from the dead. They did not make it up to acquire wealth or fame. Instead, they were persecuted and eventually martyred in horrific ways. When Peter was brought before the Pharisees, he did not back down from their threats, but persisted in his proclamation that Christ rose from the dead. Tradition tells us that some of the apostles were stoned to death and others were thrown to lions. Saint Bartholomew was skinned alive, St. Peter was crucified upside down, and St. Paul was beheaded. Despite all the persecution, torture and death, not one of them ever recanted or said it was a lie. (Matthew 27:64, 28:11-15; Acts 4:18-20).

Scripture even tells us that a rumor was circulated to discredit the Resurrection, claiming that Jesus’ followers removed His body from the tomb. If this had been true, why would they give their lives for something they knew to be a complete lie? No one would do that. In addition, no one has ever claimed and proven to have found Jesus’ remains. That is because Jesus really lived, He claimed to be God, and He proved it by rising from the dead.

Why does it Matter? 

Why does a two-thousand year old Resurrection matter to us today? Knowing that the Resurrection truly happened changes everything. It means that all that Jesus claimed, taught and did has the power to radically change our lives. It means that Jesus has power over our sins and we can be saved by repenting, being baptized and becoming His disciples. Just as Jesus died and rose from the dead, we too can rise with Him and receive the gift of eternal life. (Romans 6:4-5).

We have already learned that God became man to show us His love, be a model of holiness for us, and reconcile us back to Him. The final reason that the Catechism gives for the Incarnation was to make us partakers in His divine nature. In other words, God became man so we could become like God. (2 Peter 1:4, CCC 460).

We were created in God’s image and likeness; we were supposed to live with God in the Garden of Eden for all eternity as His divine sons and daughters. When sin entered the world, it distorted everything and we became separated from God. In His Resurrection, Jesus completes His mission to save us from sin and provide a way for us to become sons and daughters of God once again through Baptism. God is no longer separate or distant from us; rather, He is inviting us into His family. (Genesis 1:26-27, 3:23-24; Romans 8:14-17).

The Resurrection gives us hope, inviting us to become new creations in Christ through Baptism. Jesus’ Ascension paves the way for the Holy Spirit, who guides and sustains the Church and strengthens us in our journey of faith. The gift of salvation, freedom from sin, and opportunity of a new life is always available to us; we only need to turn away from sin and receive it. The risen Jesus is calling us home to claim our place in His family as a child of God, and asking us to share that message of hope with as many people as possible. 

Jesus has already proven He can do anything. We need only to accept His call and allow Him to fill us with the hope that we too will be resurrected one day and live with God in heaven for all eternity. (Matthew 28:16-20, Luke 24:49, John 16:7).

· End of Reading - 



3. Written Questions


Q1: What were your thoughts when you heard that there is only one faith in the world where a person declared they were God Himself and proved it by rising from the dead? Does this make you feel more assured in your faith? Why or why not?











Q2: What was the most exciting thing you learned about Jesus’ Resurrection? Why was that interesting to you?









Q3: How do you think you would have reacted if you were one of the 500 who saw a resurrected Jesus?








Q4: Jesus died and was resurrected to save us from our sin. How do you think He is calling you to respond personally?





Q5: Do you believe Jesus rose from the dead? Why or why not?









Q6: How does the Resurrection give you hope? 










4. Video

Please watch the following video. If you cannot click the link either search for the title: “Bishop Barron on the Resurrection of Jesus” 

Link: https://youtu.be/UIbmCOm8jFs






5. Challenge of the Week

Since November is the month of praying for souls and those who have passed, I challenge you to do a Divine Mercy Chaplet or a Rosary twice a week and pray for the intention of the souls in purgatory. You may also add your own intention if you know someone who has passed.
