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PARISH NEWS: St. Francis de Sales Knights Assist St. 
Therese Mission, Halfway   
 It was Saturday, August 20th, the hottest day on 
record for Baker County at 96 degrees.  Six Knights of 
Columbus (St. Francis de Sales Parish) joined parishioners 
from St. Theresa Mission Parish in Halfway to construct 
an addition to their church, designated for parish 
meetings, youth and adult religious education sessions 
and parish fellowship.   
 The traditional small Western hospitality is still alive. 
The women parishioners were there also, with lunch, 
water, soda and, of course, a great meal Saturday 
evening under the pines. There were home-prepared 
dishes, salads, desserts. The Knights stayed with different 
parishioners Saturday evening and were treated to a 
great breakfast. 
 St. Francis de Sales Knights participating were: Marc 
Arcidiacono, Steve Bachman, Rob Bachman, Steve Bogart, 
Francis Mohr, and Flint Sterns. St. Therese parishioners 
were: Jim Corrigan, Gordon Krook, Joe Denig, his son Ray 
Denig, Micka Wilson and Wayne Endersby. Women 
parishioners coordinating “this weekend of appreciation” 
were: Deania Corrigan, Nicki Krook, Karen Endersby, 
Nancy Denig, Claudia Strom and Jan Bonn. (Other 
parishioners also brought food and joined in the Saturday 
evening meal.) 
 “Their expression was most sincere. . . you could feel 
and taste their gratitude” said Grand Knight Francis Mohr.  
“There is the Gospel of Jesus curing 10 individuals with 
leprosy and only one came back to thank him.  For us 
Knights, with this weekend activity, there were 10 plus  
words and/or gestures of appreciation!”   
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PARISH NEWS: Youth Retreat at St. Patrick, Heppner    
 In the constant battle of good against evil how do I 
not only survive but thrive? How can I avoid stressing 
out and enjoy life instead? How can I become all that 
God has created me to be? 
 The answer provided for the 29 High School and 
Middle School youth who attended a retreat by Fr. 
Radloff at St. Patrick’s in Heppner was: by God’s grace.  
We are surrounded by God’s grace, His sustaining and 
sacramental grace. The retreat provided ways to fully 
take advantage of this grace in avoiding sin and in 
becoming the wonderful creation that God intended us 
to be. The youth experienced the stress caused by the sin 
of lying. They also identified the gifts and talents that 
God has given them. Then they dreamed of what they 
could do with God’s help before they die. The retreat 
ended with prayers and Benediction in the church.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 Appreciation of this retreat could already be found 
on posts made by the youth to Facebook that same 
evening. Thanks goes to all those who worked so hard on 
setting up the retreat and providing the youth with great 
snacks, food, and desserts. 
 
MARRIAGE ENCOUNTER WEEKEND NOW AVAILABLE: 
 The next Marriage Encounter Weekend 
will be held the weekend of October 28 - 30 
at the Powell Butte Retreat Center. This is 
an opportunity for a husband and wife to 
look at their marital relationship for a 44 
hour period, to learn a communication tool 
that can be used for the remainder of their lives, and form 
the base for a stronger and happier marriage. Every 
married couple deserves to experience the gift of a 
Marriage Encounter Weekend. For more information, or 
to register, please contact Shawn & Sally Sutton at 
sssutton4@msn.com, or call 541-536-7610. 
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 REFLECTIONS FROM BISHOP SKYLSTAD. . .On The Road 
 Since early March, I have put more than 25 thousand 
miles on my car, traveling around the diocese and to and 
from Spokane. However, I spend most of my time in the 
diocese,  trying to balance that with other responsibilities 
I have with serving the larger Church, such as Worldwide 
Marriage Encounter, giving retreats and missions and 
serving on national committees.  
 Fortunately, I don’t mind driving.  Just recently, for 
example, I visited the parishes in Maupin, Dufur, Wasco 
and Grass Valley. None of these rural parishes is large, but 
the communities are very much alive and are served by a 
single pastor, Father Fabian, who lives in Wasco.   The first 
two Masses on Saturday evening were in Maupin and 
Dufur. Both parishes had a reception after Mass in very 
nice parish halls next to the parish churches. The parish 
hall in Dufur also serves as the storeroom for the local 
food bank.   
 The last time I was through the Maupin area Highway 
97 was closed because of fires in Central Oregon.  When 
coming down I-84, I had to divert to The Dalles, drive 
almost to Maupin, then on to Kahneeta, Warm Springs, 
Madras and finally back home to Powell Butte, where I live 
in the bishop’s house at the Retreat Center.   
 The next morning because the Sunday was the last 
one of the month, the parishes of Grass Valley and Wasco 
came together for a single Mass in Wasco with a 
wonderful pot luck breakfast afterwards in the parish 
hall. These communities are socially and culturally 
interconnected because of the nature of the area. 
Everyone knows every one else in the vicinity. That is one 
of the blessings of rural communities even though 
sometimes considerable distances are involved. Some of 
the parishioners suggested that I visit the Cultural 
Museum in Moro. So I stopped for a couple of hours for a 
visit there and learned a lot.  The display of the history of 
the Native Americans in the area was most interesting 
and very well done. In addition, having grown up on a 
farm myself, I was fascinated by some of the farm 
implements and household items like an old-fashioned 
butter churn I remember as a kid.   
 For the month of October I will be visiting the 
parishes in Nyssa, La Grande, Vale and Unity. For the time 
being, until a new bishop is appointed, I will continue 
these pastoral visits that personally I find very enriching 
and affirming in my own role of service to the parish 
communities in our diocese. Even though we are spread 
out in Eastern Oregon, we are always a Catholic family in 
the diocese: supporting, praying and rejoicing in God’s 
gift in and through one another. 
 Finally, I would once again request that you are 
generous to our Annual Diocesan Appeal. Your generosity 
and gift is an expression of your own connectedness to 
our diocesan family of which we are all proud. May we all 
work together to build up our beloved Catholic Church in 
Eastern Oregon as we wait the appointment and arrival of 
our new shepherd.             Blessings and peace to all. 

REFLEXIONES DEL OBISPO SKYLSTAD...APELACIÓN    
 De marzo, a esta fecha he puesto más de 25 mil 
millas a mi coche, viajando por la Diócesis y de la Diócesis 
a Spokane. Aun que , paso la mayor parte de mi tiempo 
en la diócesis, tratando de acomodar otras                           
responsabilidades que tengo sirviendo a la Iglesia en 
general, como el Encuentro Matrimonial Mundial, dando 
retiros y misiones y en los comités nacionales entre otros. 
 A la derecha de la próxima página se encuentran las   
metas de cada parroquia para la apelación son similares       
a las del año pasado. Y de la misma manera que el año 
pasado cuando la parroquia ha alcanzado el 70 por ciento el 
30 por ciento  de la meta va directamente al fondo de 
jubilación para los sacerdotes cuando la parroquia excede 
su meta el resto del dinero se le devuelve a cada parroquia. 
El año pasado más de $1,200 fueron devueltos a las 
parroquias. En la apelación del 2010 se juntaron 
aproximadamente $5,700 para el fondo de jubilación y 
salud de los sacerdotes de la diócesis de Baker. 
 Las oficinas diocesanas existen para servir a las 60      
parroquias y misiones que componen la diócesis y el 
principal apoyo para el trabajo que realiza la diócesis son 
precisamente esas parroquias y misiones a las cuales  sirve. 
La vida de cada parroquia está íntimamente ligada a la 
diócesis y muchas veces dependen de la diócesis. Y muchas 
veces es muy fácil el no conectara la diócesis con la vida de 
nuestra parroquia. 
 Los gastos presupuestados de la diócesis para el año 
2011 son de $1,836,000 si lo comparamos con los          
ingresos presupuestados que son de $1,591,000, aún nos 
quedan $245,000 para completar el presupuesto de este 
año. En el 2010 terminamos el año con un saldo            
favorable de $21,000; sin contar, una donación inesperada 
de una propiedad de aproximadamente $181,000. La 
diócesis no puede estar esperanzada a donaciones 
inesperadas para completar su presupuesto de operación. El 
saldo favorable del 2010 fue gracias a la generosidad de 983 
donantes aproximadamente el nueve por ciento de nuestra 
familia diocesana y contribuyeron con más de $157,000 en la 
apelación del 2010. Gracias por su generosidad. Esperamos 
que en esta apelación tengamos una respuesta generosa 
para poder completar nuestro presupuesto. 
 En octubre visitaré las parroquias de Nyssa, La Grande, 
Vale y Unity. Hasta que el nuevo obispo sea nombrado 
continuaré estas visitas pastorales, ellas me ayudan a 
afirmar y enriquecer mi vocación a servir. Aún que en la 
diócesis estamos muy aislados, siempre seremos una 
familia católica apoyándonos y regocijándonos en los dones 
de Dios y de cada uno. 
 Finalmente una vez más les ruego sean generosos 
para la apelación anual de nuestra diócesis. Su generosidad 
y donativos, es una expresión de su unión con nuestra 
familia diocesana de la cual estamos orgullosos. Ojalá que 
todos trabajemos juntos para construir nuestra amada 
Iglesia Católica en el este de Oregón mientras esperamos el 
nombramiento y la llegada de nuestro  nuevo pastor.                     
                                              Paz y bendiciones para todos. 
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The schedule to the right outlines the APPEAL—2011 
Parish Goals, these Goals are similar to last year. And 
similar to last year once a parish reaches 70 percent of 
the established Goal all funds up to 100 percent of the 
Goal will be directed to the Priests’ Retirement Fund. 
Once a parish exceeds the Goal, all additional  
contributions will be rebated back to the Parish. Last 
year more than $1,200 was rebated back to three 
parishes. The 2010 Appeal raised approximately $5,700 for 
the Health and Retirement Association of the Diocese of 
Baker. 

The Diocesan Offices exist to serve the 60 Parishes 
and Missions of the Diocese and the primary means of 
support for the ongoing work of the Diocese comes from 
those same Parishes and Missions which are served. The 
life of every Parish is intimately connected with and often 
reliant upon the Diocesan Offices. It is sometimes easy to 
overlook this essential connection with the Diocese. 

The 2011 budgeted expenses for the Diocese are 
estimated at $1.836 million, compared with budgeted 
sources of income at $1.591 million, leaving a shortfall of 
$245,000. In 2010 we finished the year with a slight 
surplus of $21,000; this surplus excluded an unexpected 
estate gift of approximately $181,000. The Diocese 
cannot rely on unexpected gifts to balance its operating 
budget. Our 2010 surplus was due to the generosity of 
983 donors or approximately nine percent of our 
diocesan families that contributed more than $157,000 in 
2010 to the Appeal. Thank you for your generosity. We 
are again hopeful we will receive a generous response  
to our Appeal to help make up our operating shortfall. 

The two largest expense categories for the Diocese 
are Diocesan Administration, which includes the payroll 
and related cost of the Bishop’s Office and Finance and 
Accounting. The other large expense category is the 
debt service for the Diocesan Retreat Center. The 
estimated 2011 debt service for the Retreat Center is 
$304,258. As our Capital Campaign winds down, our 
debt obligation will have to come from Appeal 
donations. The Diocese spends more than $186,000 in 
support of our Clergy. Development and Operations 
account for $174,000, which includes the cost of 
publishing the Chronicle. The cost of the Diocesan 
Marriage Tribunal is $125,000. We will spend  
approximately $121,000 on Youth Education Programs 
and almost $80,000 on Hispanic Ministry. Finally, the 
Diocese of Baker will also contribute more than $78,000 
towards National Collections and Assessments.   

The Diocese employs 17 people, 11 of whom are full-
time, six are part-time. The salary costs of these 
employees represents less than 40 percent of the 2011 
budgeted expenses.   

We anticipate the 2012 operating budget to be 
similar to 2011. The Diocese is not planning on any 
additional hires, although we do anticipate health care 
costs to increase again in 2012 and we will have extra 
expenses for our new Bishop’s ordination. 

 

Health and Retirement Association  
of the Diocese of Baker 

 
 The Priests of the Diocese of Baker, have their own 
Health and Retirement Association.  When a priest of 
the Diocese retires he receives payments from the 
association of $925 per month, assuming he is fully 
vested in the Retirement Association plan. Our priests 
also receive Medicare supplement insurance. The 
Diocese of Baker also makes payments to the Dioceses 
of our foreign born priests based on a vesting schedule 
after they have served in our Diocese.   
 The Association currently has about $700,000 in 
assets invested in the Legacy of Faith Foundation.  
However, the unfunded pension liability, meaning the 
amount of money required to make the Association fully 
funded, is estimated at approximately $1.3 million.  The 
2010 operating income for the Association was about 
$186,000 versus operating expenses of $218,000 leaving 
a shortfall of $32,000. In 2011 it is estimated the 
operating shortfall will be approximately $20,000. 

Diocese of Baker APPEAL—2011 Goals    

 

Parish Appeal  Parish Appeal 

   Mission Goal      Mission Goal 

Baker $16,553   La Grande continued  

   Halfway $1,182      North Powder $1,064  

Bend $78,826      Union $2,010  

Boardman $5,715   Lakeview $6,385  

Burns $8,868      Adel $335  

   Crane $1,064      Paisley $1,182  

   Drewsey $729      Plush $335  

   Juntura $828   La Pine $7,094  

Chiloquin $4,020      Christmas Valley $765  

   Bly $851      Gilchrist $1,143  

Condon $3,547      Sunriver $11,430  

   Fossil $788   Madras $13,795  

   Arlington $1,143      Warm Springs $2,089  

Dufur $7,504   Merrill $4,808  

   Maupin $1,577      Bonanza $1,297  

Enterprise $5,794   Milton-Freewater $6,897  

   Wallowa $887      Nyssa $5,360 

Heppner $5,439   Ontario $20,101 

   Ione $1,892   Pendleton $21,992 

Hermiston $28,567   Pilot Rock $3,547 

Hood River $19,864   Prineville $11,036 

John Day $5,715   Redmond $30,742 

   Monument $158   Saint Andrew’s $4,335 

   Longcreek (Dale) $236      Athena $1,577 

Jordan Valley $2,010  Sisters $13,164 

   Arock $394  The Dalles $27,983 

KFalls - Sacred Heart $35,078  Vale $4,690 

KFalls - St. Pius X $32,279     Unity $552 

La Grande $17,184  Wasco $2,365 

   Elgin $2,601     Grass Valley $634 

   Diocese Total $500,000  
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PARISH NEWS:  St. Patrick Church in Madras has a new 
Crucifix 

        For Catholic Christians in 
particular, the crucifix is a 
major source of consolation 
and hope. We lift up the 
crucifix on our churches. In 
liturgical spaces, it’s now a 
requirement that a crucifix be 
present somewhere. People 
must be able to see the crucifix 
and remember what it is trying 
to teach us. 
 In the letter from St. Paul 
to the Philippians (2:6-11), Paul 
talks about the disposition of 
the Messiah. Paul discusses 

what is at the heart of the Messiah’s work in the world. 
It’s interesting to me that St. Paul describes Jesus as 
coming into the world and emptying himself. Jesus lets go 
of everything. He is somehow able to become a figure 
who does not cling to divinity. He does not hang onto 
something he can lord over people. He simply is totally 
committed to being in service to other people. He wants 
to be in service to other people so much so that he would 
give his life for other people. That’s the element that we 
are exalting in the cross. We are lifting up this image of a 
God who saves. We are lifting up the image of a God who 
serves. I don’t know what it is about our religious 
background, but I just didn’t get much of a sense as I was 
growing up as a Catholic of the idea that God was serving 
me. I was always taught about serving God. I looked at the 
cross, and it was an image of what I had to suffer in order 
to continue the ministry of Jesus. I would look at the cross 
not with awe of what was being done for me as much as I 
looked at it as a remembrance of the fact that “this is 
going to hurt.” 
 If I look at my Christian life as I thought it was 
supposed to be lived, I imagined that I had to be nailed to 
the cross. There is some truth in that. Yes, we need to 
have a disposition that is as strong as that of Christ. When 
we want to serve other people, we can’t stop helping just 
because it’s inconvenient or because it hurts. But what is 
so important, it seems, is that when we are looking at the 
crucifix we are looking at someone’s disposition toward us. 
We are looking at a loving, forgiving disposition toward 
sinners and outcasts. We are looking at a loving 
disposition toward those who don’t fit in. We know that 
Jesus would do anything to bring us back. We know he 
would do anything to bring us into a place of greater life 
and freedom. 
 Jesus comes onto the scene to try to change our way 
of thinking. We look at the marvelous value we find in 
Christ’s death on the cross. On Exaltation of the Holy 
Cross celebration (Sep 14th), Saint Patrick’s Church in 
Madras blessed and installed its new Crucifix! 
                                                           Fr. Luis M. Flores-Alva 

PARISH NEWS:  St. Bridget Church, Nyssa 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Father Daniel Ochiabuto, pastor of St Bridget Church in 
Nyssa, celebrates mass for CCD students and their 
parents for the beginning of 2011 CCD classes. 
 
PRIESTLY ORDINATION ANNIVERSARY:    
 A belated congratulations to Rev. Daniel Ochiabuto 
in Nyssa. Father Ochiabuto was ordained to priesthood 
on October 14, 2006.  We apologize for our oversight. 
 We are most grateful for the years of service of      
all our Priests and Bishops. Please keep them in your 
prayers. 
 
PARISH NEWS: St. Augustine Church, Merrill and  
St. Francis Cabrini Mission, Bonanza 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 The youth of St. Augustine Parish, Merrill and St. 
Francis Cabrini Mission, Bonanza, celebrated the 
reception of the Sacrament of Confirmation on May 18th  
after being instructed by Tom and Cindy Taylor and Gil 
Nelson.  The Most Reverend William Skylstad officiated 
with Father Francis Akano, Pastor, concelebrating. 
 
ANNUAL PRO-LIFE CONFERENCE:  
 All parishioners are encouraged to attend the 
annual Pro-Life Conference at the Powell Butte Retreat 
Center from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m., Saturday, November 5. 
Guest speakers are Dr. Richard Thorne and Kate Ewald, 
Education Foundation Director for Oregon Right To Life. 
Please refer to the Diocesan website for more 
information or call the Diocesan Office at 541-388-4004. 


