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CAMP CONNOLLY STORE NEWS:    
More treasures for the Camp Connolly Store have ar-
rived from Orland Park, Ill., courtesy of Fr. Radloff’s 
mother.  It was a delight to open the boxes and see the 
variety of things enclosed, some of which are shown in 
this picture. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 With more camps added for this summer we can 
use all donations.  Animals for the campers to hug, 
things they can play around with during break time, as 
well as rosaries, medals and other religious items are 
welcome.  We appreciate all donations and prayers for 
the success of the camps.  We want to thank everyone 
who supports the work of the camps for young people 
of the diocese.  
 
RETREAT CENTER NEWS:    
Attention All Married Couples!  
Would you attend a seminar to enhance 
your job or to increase your salary? Why 
not give your marriage the same atten-
tion? Enhance your good marriage by    
attending a Worldwide Marriage Encounter Weekend!  
 There is still time to register for the next Marriage 
Encounter Weekend scheduled for April 15 – 17 at the  
Diocesan Retreat Center. For more information or to 
register, call Mike & Milly Pungercar at (541) 746-3469, 
or contact us via e-mail at pungercar2@msn.com.  
 If you have already made a Marriage Encounter 
Weekend, and would be interested in helping on the 
Powell Butte weekend, please contact Mike and Milly at 
the contact Information listed above.  
Visit the Worldwide Marriage Encounter website for  
Oregon at www.rediscoverthespark.org . 
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PARISH NEWS:  On Saturday, January 29, the Religious 
Education Program of Sacred Heart in Klamath Falls,  
presented a half-day session for children who were pre-
paring for the Sacrament of Reconciliation and their par-
ents.  
      There were five different workshops: "Families For-
give One Another", "How We Make Choices", "How 
Many Times Must We Forgive?", "How We Examine Our 
Conscience" and "The Steps of The Sacrament of Recon-
ciliation".  
        Participants discussed how Jesus watches us sin and 
still loves us and forgive us when we are truly sorry.    
The nature of sin as a turning away from God and delib-
erately choosing to do the wrong thing or avoid the 
right thing was also discussed.  Confessing our sins to a 
priest as one who stands in the place of Jesus and the 
community we have offended was another topic, as well 
as the need to hear the words of absolution. Penance 
was presented as the act of doing something to make 
up in some for the offenses and receiving God’s forgive-
ness and grace as a way to help in everyday life.   
 The families who attended really enjoyed the ex-
perience and were very thankful for the understanding 
imparted to both children and parents. On February 18, 
this group of youngsters received the Sacrament of Rec-
onciliation for the first time. If you would like more infor-
mation about these creative supplemental sessions to 
help prepare both children and families for the Sacra-
ments, please call or e-mail Michele Laughlin, Pastoral 
Associate, Sacred Heart Parish, Klamath Falls (541) 884-
4566 or dre1@charter.net .  Some sessions are available 
now in Spanish.  

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Group picture at the end of the workshop 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Parents spent time with  their children in quiet discussion.  
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REFLECTIONS FROM BISHOP SKYLSTAD: 
 Greetings in the Lord to all of you.  As 
the temporary Apostolic Administrator for 
the Diocese of Baker, I share this brief mes-
sage with you by way of introduction. 
 First of all, I wish to thank the Holy Fa-
ther for appointing me to be the temporary 
Apostolic Administrator of the Diocese of 
Baker, during this interim time, before your 
new bishop is appointed and ordained/
installed. Archbishop Sambi, the Apostolic 
Nuncio to the United States, indicated to 
me that the approximate time would be 
about four months, but I suspect the wait 
may be longer than that. In the meantime, I 
ask your prayers for the selection process as a new 
bishop is appointed for our diocese and also for me 
while I serve you. 
 I look forward to my ministry here, however long 
that time may be. I will be in the Diocese as much as I 
can, but that presence will be somewhat limited in the 
next few weeks because of prior commitments in the 
Diocese of Spokane and elsewhere. Fortunately, I do like 
to drive and so the long distances in some instances 
should not be an obstacle for me. I have already worked 
with diocesan staff for the scheduling of confirmations 
and other events in the coming months. I will be as pre-
sent as I possibly can. Internet and cell phone makes 
possible instant communication. 
 I have always found in my priestly ministry the rich 
experience of Church in coming to know communities  
of faith and individuals in those communities. Those   
associations are especially rich in the life of a bishop so    
I also look forward to meeting you and coming to know 
as many of you as possible in the coming months. 
 Secondly, I want to express my sincere gratitude 
and appreciation to Bishop Vasa for his years of service 
to the Catholic community in Eastern Oregon. The bish-
ops of our Region XII here in the Northwest have devel-
oped close relationships with one another over the years 
as we have served, prayed, and experienced R and R  
together. We in the diocese congratulate Bishop Vasa on 
his appointment as coadjutor Bishop of Santa  Rosa and 
assure him of our continuing prayers and best wishes. 
 Finally, a bit about myself. I was born in Omak, 
Washington, in 1934. My father was a migrant from  Nor-
way and my mother was from St. Joseph, Minnesota.  
Believe it or not, I lived in Kinzau near Fossil for almost a 
year in about 1937 when my father worked at a sawmill 
there. I grew up in the Methow Valley in North Central 
Washington where my folks owned an apple orchard on 
the Methow River. I was ordained in 1960 for the         
Diocese of Spokane, ordained the Bishop of Yakima        
in 1977 and became the Bishop of Spokane in 1990. I   
retired as Bishop of Spokane last August.  Be assured of 
my daily prayers.  May God bless you always.      
 
    
 
 

           Sincerely in the Lord Jesus,  
           Bishop William S. Skylstad  
           Apostolic Administrator, Diocese of Baker  
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REFLEXIONES DEL OBISPO SKYLSTAD:  
 Saludos en el Señor para todos uste-
des. Como Administrador Apostólico tem-
poral para la Diócesis de Baker quiero com-
partir con ustedes este pequeño mensaje a 
modo de presentación. 
         En primer lugar quiero agradecer al 
Santo Padre por asignarme como Adminis-
trador Apostólico temporal de la Diócesis 
de Baker, durante este interinato, antes de 
que su nuevo obispo sea designado y orde-
nado/instalado. El Arzobispo Sambi quien es 
el Nuncio Apostólico en los  Estados Unidos, 
me indicó que el tiempo aproximado  sería 
de unos cuatro meses pero creo que el 

tiempo de espera será más largo. Mientras tanto les pido 
sus oraciones para el proceso de selección de un nuevo 
obispo para nuestra diócesis y también por mi mientras 
les sirvo. 
 Estoy contento con mi ministerio aquí, el tiempo 
que sea. Estaré en la diócesis como me sea posible, en 
las próximas semanas mi estancia aquí será un poco limi-
tada,  por los compromisos que ya tenía en la diócesis de        
Spokane y en otros lugares. Afortunadamente me gusta 
manejar y las distancias no serán un obstáculo para mi. 
Ya me puse de acuerdo con el personal diocesano en el     
itinerario de confirmaciones y otros eventos de los    
próximos meses. Estaré presente como me sea posible. 
El Internet y el celular hace posible la comunicación ins-
tantánea. 
 En mi ministerio sacerdotal he encontrado  verdade-
ras experiencias de Iglesia al conocer comunidades e           
individuos de fe en las parroquias. Esas asociaciones son 
especiales en la vida de un obispo así que espero con   
ilusión  conocer a tantas personas como me sea posible 
en los meses venideros. 
 También quiero expresar mi sincera gratitud y              
apreciación hacia el obispo Vasa por sus años de servicio 
a la Comunidad Católica del Este de Oregon. Los obispos 
de la región XII aquí en el Noroeste hemos desarrollado 
una buena relación entre nosotros al servir, orar, descan-
sar y divertirnos juntos. El personal de la diócesis y yo 
felicitamos al Obispo Vasa por su nombramiento como 
coadjutor de la Diócesis de Santa Rosa y le aseguramos 
nuestras oraciones y nuestros mejores deseos. 
 Finalmente, un poco de mí mismo. Nací en Omak,        
Washington, en 1934. Mi padre fue inmigrante de Norue-
ga y mi madre nació en San Joseph, Minnesota. Aunque 
no me lo crean, viví en Kinzau cerca de Fossil, casi por un 
año en 1937 cuando mi padre trabajó en un aserradero 
de ahí. Crecí en Methow Valley en el centro norte de 
Washington donde mis padres tenían una huerta de 
manzana en Methow River. Fui ordenado sacerdote en 
1960 para la Diócesis de Spokane, y en 1977 fui ordenado 
Obispo para la Diócesis de Yakima y en 1990 me convertí 
en el obispo Spokane. En agosto pasado me jubilé de 
obispo de Spokane.  Los tendré en mis oraciones diarias. 
Que Dios los bendiga siempre. 
          Sinceramente en el señor Jesús 
          Obispo Don Guillermo S. Skylstad  
          Administrador Apostólico, Diócesis de Baker 



IN MEMORIAM: Reverend Robert Van Sickler passed 
away on Saturday, February 19, 2011. 
Mass of Christian burial was held 
March 2, 2011, at the St. Francis histori-
cal church in Bend. He was laid to rest 
at Deschutes Memorial Garden be-
tween Bend and Redmond. 
        Father Van Sickler was born May 
18, 1928, in Seattle, Washington. He 
studied at St. Martin College, Olympia, 

Washington, Seattle University and the Mater Die Insti-
tute at Gonzaga University.  He was ordained for the Dio-
cese of Baker on January 6, 1993. 
 Father Van Sickler’s first apostolate was Associate 
Pastor, St. Mary Church in Pendleton, beginning Febru-
ary 8, 1993. He was named Administrator, St. Helen, Pilot 
Rock, on April 1, 1994. He became Pastor at St. Elizabeth 
in John Day on June 10, 1994. Father retired from full-
time active ministry on March 31, 2003. At the time of his 
death he was residing in Gold Beach, Oregon.  
 May his soul and all the souls of the faithful de-
parted, through the mercy of God, rest in peace. 
 
DIOCESAN NEWS:  Bishop Thomas Connolly has recently 
been moved to Maryville Nursing Home, 14645 SW Farm-
ington Rd., Beaverton, OR  97007. There is no telephone 
contact available but your cards and letters would be 
very much appreciated by Bishop Connolly.  Please pray 
for him and remember him, especially on his birthday, 
July 18th, his ordination to the priesthood on April 8th, 
and his ordination as Bishop of Baker on June 30th. 
 
PARISH NEWS:  Sacred Heart Church in Klamath Falls is 
seeking a qualified Youth Minister to be a collaborative 
team member of our Pastoral Staff. Requirements: Prac-
ticing Catholic, Bilingual, with either a Bachelor’s Degree 
in a related field or equivalent experience. This is a full 
time position with additional duties in Children’s Reli-
gious Education.  Please send resumes to: Rev. Rogatian 
Urassa, Pastor at 815 High Street, Klamath Falls, OR 
97601 or email Fr. Urassa at rsfari@charter.net . 
 
PARISH NEWS:  Holy Redeemer Church in LaPine is 
pleased to announce that Father Christopher Crotty will 
be giving their Parish Mission, beginning at 6:30 p.m., 
Sunday, March 13, 2011. Fr. Crotty's mission is designed 
to introduce the attendee to the wonders of the Catholic 
Faith, as expressed through the healing power of the 
preached word and the mystery of the sacrament. The 
mission will start those participating on the path to con-
version of heart, healing of the past and holiness of life. 
On Monday and Tuesday, Mass will be said at 9:00 a.m. 
and each night the Parish Mission will resume at 6:30 
p.m. Mass at 6:30 p.m. on Wednesday Evening will close 
the Mission. Please call Toni Zabell at (541) 536-2959 or 
the parish office at (541) 536-3571, if you have any ques-
tions. 

DAYS FOR CLERGY ENCOURAGED PRIESTS TO BE         
BETTER LEADERS:  Those talents required for a Parish to 
thrive were discussed by the priests who attended the 
workshops at the February Days for Clergy. The excite-
ment generated by the priests running to different cor-
ners of the room to call parishioners who are seen as 
good leaders in their parish was heartening. This showed 
that the priests in the Diocese of Baker want to be 
thoughtful servant leaders in their parishes and that they 
want to do this by surrounding themselves with parish-
ioners who have the talents to make them successful at 
this worthy goal. 
 Utilizing the results from parishioners who have par-
ticipated in the "Living Your Strengths" formative small 
group process, these priests were able to see what     
talents are already in place to help the parish to grow as 
an Engaged Parish. Do they have parishioners in posi-
tions of leadership who are gifted with Strategic Think-
ing to help the parish with planning for the future? Are 
there parishioners who are gifted in getting other parish-
ioners more involved? Who are the people who can help 
everyone to work together as a strong team by building 
relationships? Then who are the ones that are good at 
getting things done? All four types of people are neces-
sary for a parish to thrive. 
 Again, Father Dan Mahan did an amazing job of pro-
viding the insights and the practical materials for the 
priests to be successful in their roles as pastors and 
priests. There are already great expectations for his next 
two visits. If you would like to be a parishioner involved 
in this wonderful formative process, please talk to your 
pastor. 
 
MARCH PRIESTHOOD ANNIVERSARY: Congratulations 
to Rev. Raymond Jarboe ordained on March 16, 1989.   
Fr. Jarboe is retired and resides in Boise, Idaho.  
We are most grateful for the years of service of all our 
priests.  Please keep them in your prayers. 

SEVENTH ANNUAL CHRISM MASS SILENT RETREAT: 
 

A Marian Retreat of prayer for our Holy Father, Bishops, 
Priests, Religious,  Vocations, and us, the priestly people, 

to bring peace to the world. 
 

Retreat:  Saturday, April 9th - Monday Evening, April 11th 
Where: Diocesan Retreat Center Powell Butte  
Speakers:  Dr. Lynne Bissonnette, M.D., Ph.D., Fr. Joseph 
N. Reinig, Vicar General, and Fr. James Radloff, Diocesan 
Director of Youth Ministry and Promoter of Vocations 
Chrism Mass:  St. Francis de Sales Cathedral, Baker City, at 
7:00 p.m., Thursday, April 14.  
 The complete schedule, pricing information, and 
registration information can be found on the Diocesan 
website www.dioceseofbaker.org . For more information, 
please call Judy Newport at (541) 923-6946.  To register, 
please call Patti Rausch at the Chancery at (541) 388-4004 .    
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“En verdad, en verdad les digo: si el grano de trigo no cae en tierra y muere, queda él 
sólo; pero si muere da mucho fruto.”    Juan 12,24 
 

 Si el grano de trigo… Este es el lema del escudo de armas del Señor Obispo Don 
Roberto Vasa, y en los 11 años que él estuvo en nuestra diócesis como nuestro pastor 
y guía definitivamente hizo honor al lema de su escudo; pues Él realmente murió un 
poco al entregarse en cuerpo y alma a su ministerio, y los frutos fueron abundantes y 
quedarán para siempre en la diócesis y en los corazones de todas las personas que 
directa o indirectamente tocó con sus enseñanzas, su compasión y amor, haciendo lo 
que un buen pastor hace por su rebaño. Es triste decir adiós tanto para Él como para 
aquellos que realmente lo llegamos a conocer un poco y nos dimos cuenta de su cali-
dad humana y espiritual, oremos en acción de gracias por todas las bendiciones que 
recibimos siendo el nuestro pastor  pedir por el para que Dios lo guie en su nuevo en 
su nuevo ministerio en la diócesis de Santa Rosa. En las fotografías de abajo podemos 
ver algunas de las actividades que desarrolló y podemos ver la sencillez  la pasión con 
la cual se entregaban a todo lo que hacía.  

 

 El Obispo Tomás Connolly fue llevado a Maryville Nursing Home, 14645 SW Farmington Rd., Beaverton, OR 97007 
No hay teléfono disponible  pero tarjetas o cartas serán apreciadas por el Señor Obispo Connolly por favor misa por Él 
especialmente en su cumpleaños el 18 julio, aniversario de su ordenación sacerdotal 8 abril, ordenación como  Obispo de 
Baker el 30 junio 


