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SEMINARIAN NEWS: 
 Seminarian Daniel Kluge of Sheridan, Oregon, was 
admitted to Candidacy for Holy Orders at the Josephinum. 
The liturgy of Evening Prayer marked a defining moment    
in the priestly formation of 11 seminarians on March 27, 
2012, when the Most Rev. Leonard Blair, Bishop of Toledo, 
admitted them to Candidacy for Holy Orders in Saint 
Turibius Chapel. The Rite of Admission to  Candidacy  for 
Holy Orders is celebrated when a seminarian has reached a 
maturity of purpose in his formation and has demonstrated 
the necessary qualifications for ordination. In the presence 
of the bishop, he publicly expresses his intention to 
complete his preparation for Holy Orders and his resolve to 
fully invest himself to that end, so that he will serve Christ 
and the Church faithfully. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Photo Right to Left:  Daniel Kluge with Bishop Leonard 
Blair (Toledo) and Father James Wehner (Rector). 

Photo by seminarian Patrick Welsh (Columbus). 
 
 New Seminarian Nicholas Schneider of Bend, Oregon, 
was born in Escondido, California, on March 20, 1994. In 

May, 1999, his family relocated to 
Bend and raised their family. 
Nicholas has three siblings; Olivia, 
age 14, Noah, age 10,  and Oscar, 
age 8.  
       “During my free time, I love 
to read and spend time with my 
friends. My favorite books are 
history books, but my favorite 
author is Pat Conroy, and my 
favorite book is ‘Gone With the 

Wind’. I love being in the water and swimming. I also 
enjoy travelling with my grandpa,” said Nicholas.                      
 Nicholas became an altar server at the age of eight 
and and has been serving for ten years at Saint Francis of  

 Assisi parish. He was a member of the Diocesan Youth 
Council for a summer.   
          “I have always wanted to be a priest and I am 
thankful to the Diocese of Baker for their sponsorship,” 
said Nicholas.  
 Nicholas enters his first year college at Mount Angel 
Seminary this fall.  If you would like to correspond with 
Nicholas, his address is Mount Angel Seminary, 1 Abbey 
Drive, Benedict, OR, 97373. 
 
  Seminarian David Jones of La Grande, Oregon, begins 
his third year of college at St. Gregory the Great Seminary.   
 In May, David Jones and Daniel Kluge were Altar 
Servers at the Ordination of Bishop Cary. Pictured below, 
they led the procession of Priests and Bishops. 
 If you would like to correspond with David, his 
address is St. Gregory the Great Seminary, 800 Fletcher 
Road, Seward, NE, 68434. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
BISHOP CARY’S SCHEDULE: 
 
 
Sept. 10-21: 
Sept. 22-27: 
Sept. 28-30: 
Oct. 1: 
Oct. 3: 
Oct. 4: 
Oct. 6-7: 
Oct. 8-11: 
Oct. 12-15: 
Oct 31: 
Nov. 3-4: 
Nov. 12-16: 
Nov. 17-18: 

Rome 
Catholic Extension Mission Bishop Conf, Chicago 
Theological Conference, La Grande 
Review Board Meeting 
Department Head Meeting 
Installation of Archbishop Cordileon, San Francisco 
Pastoral Visit, Sacred Heart, Klamath Falls 
Clergy Assembly, Diocesan Retreat Center 
Equestrian Order of Holy Sepulchre meeting 
Department Head Meeting 
Confirmation, St. Bridget of Kildare, Nyssa 
USCCB Meeting, Baltimore 
Confirmation, St. Pius X, Klamath Falls 



Thoughts  
      Along the Way  
             from Bishop Cary 

 We have two new laborers in the vineyard 
of the Diocese. Barry Metzentine is Director of 
Religious Education and Faith Formation, and 
David O’Neill is taking over as Director of Youth 
Ministry. 
 Barry is an Oregon native who comes to us from 
Denver as both an experienced businessman and a well-
trained catechist. It will be his task to support our parish 
programs of religious education and sacramental 
preparation for children, to enhance our efforts to bring 
people to the Church through RCIA, and to expand 
opportunities for adults to learn more about the Faith.   
 David O’Neill joins us from Pocatello, but he is an 
Australian by birth and upbringing, with over 13 years 
experience in youth ministry in his homeland and in 
Idaho. In his new post David will oversee our summer 
camps at the Powell Butte Retreat Center and promote 
youth retreats and rallies for our young people to come 
together on a diocesan level during the school year. 
You’ll find more information on the backgrounds of Barry 
and David elsewhere in these pages. I’m very happy to 
welcome them and their families to the diocese. 
 The second week of July I attended the National 
Convention of the Knights of Columbus in Anaheim. It 
was an impressive and inspiring event, most of all for  
the powerful and articulate defense of religious liberty 
that was given voice in the general sessions. The more 
this attitude of determination on the national level      
can circulate down to the local, the safer our freedom 
will be as we face the threat to Catholic conscience in 
health care. 
 From the Knights’ Convention I flew north to Alaska 
for the 50th Anniversary of the Diocese of Fairbanks.       
It was an education. Many Fairbanks parishes are 
accessible only by plane, boat, or snowmobile; and  
many Catholics consider themselves fortunate if they 
receive sacraments from a priest every two or three 
months. There are only 17 active priests in this diocese 
which is twice the size of Texas. Yet Fairbanks Catholics 
take well-deserved pride in the deep faith, unyielding 
determination, and obstacle-crossing imagination that 
have planted the Church so firmly in this vast and 
difficult region. In comparison to Fairbanks’ 409,000 
square miles the 66,000 of the Baker Diocese seem 
small. But what counts in both is bridging the distance  
to the human heart with the Good News of the One who 
has drawn near to us all as the Word made flesh.   

   Pensamientos     
        del Camino  

                                 por el Obispo Cary 
 Tenemos dos nuevos obreros en la viña de       
la Diócesis. Barry Metzentine es el Director de 
Educación Religiosa y Formación en la Fe, y David 
O'Neill toma el cargo como Director de la Pastoral 

Juvenil. 
 Barry es nativo de Oregon, y viene a nosotros de 
Denver como hombre de negocios con experiencia y como 
catequista bien formado. Su tarea será apoyar nuestros 
programas parroquiales de educación religiosa y preparación 
sacramental para los niños, mejorar nuestros esfuerzos para 
atraer gente a la Iglesia a través de RICA, y ampliar las 
oportunidades para que los adultos aprendan más de la fe. 
 David O'Neill se une a nosotros viniendo desde 
Pocatello, Nació y se crio en Australia, tiene más de 13    
años de experiencia en el ministerio juvenil en su país y en    
Idaho. En su nuevo puesto se encargará de supervisar los 
campamentos de verano en el Centro de Retiro Powell 
Butte y promover retiros y reuniones de jóvenes para que 
nuestros jóvenes se reúnan a nivel diocesano durante el 
año escolar. Encontrarán más información sobre Barry y 
David en otras páginas. Estoy muy contento de darles la 
bienvenida a ellos y a sus familias a la diócesis. 
 La segunda semana de julio asistí a la Convención 
Nacional de los Caballeros de Colón en Anaheim. Fue un 
evento impresionante e inspirador, sobre todo por la 
potente y articulada defensa de la libertad religiosa que se 
trato en las sesiones generales. Cuanto más circulación se le 
de a esta actitud y determinación a nivel nacional y llegue a 
lo local, más segura será nuestra libertad cuando nos 
enfrentamos a la amenaza de la conciencia católica del 
programa de salud. 
 De la Convención de los Caballeros volé al norte de 
Alaska para el 50 Aniversario de la Diócesis de Fairbanks.     
Fue educacional. Muchas parroquias en Fairbanks sólo       
son accesibles por avión, barco o moto de nieve, y muchos 
católicos se consideran afortunados si reciben los 
sacramentos de un sacerdote cada dos o tres meses. Sólo hay 
17 sacerdotes activos en esta diócesis que es lo doble del 
Estado de Texas. Sin embargo, los católicos de Fairbanks 
tienen un merecido orgullo por su inquebrantable 
determinación de fe ya que a pesar de los inimaginables 
obstáculos han plantado firmemente la iglesia en esa extensa 
y difícil región. En comparación las 409.000 millas cuadradas 
de Fairbanks, a las 66.000 de la Diócesis de Baker, parecen 
pocas. Pero lo que cuenta, en las dos es acortar la distancia al 
corazón humano con las Buenas Nuevas de Aquel que se ha 
hecho cercano a todos nosotros como la Palabra hecha carne. 
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DIOCESAN NEWS:  WELCOME NEW STAFF 
          Barry Menzentine, our new Director of Religious 
Education and Faith Formation, was born in Portland, 

Oregon, and moved to Redmond in 
1977, where he graduated from 
Redmond High School in 1981.  
After an honorable discharge from 
the United States Air Force in   
1985, Barry earned his Bachelor     
of Science from Portland State 
University in Business Administration 
and Information Systems. He then 

worked for 20 years in a variety of Fortune 500 
corporate and consulting roles.  
 A convert with a passion for Christ and His Church, 
Barry is a 2007 graduate of the Denver Catholic Biblical 
School and the Augustine Institute where he earned a 
Master of Arts in Evangelization and Catechesis.  
 Barry served in various lay ministry leadership roles 
at St. Frances Cabrini Parish in Littleton, Colorado, 
before serving four years as the Director of Adult and 
Youth Ministry and Catechesis at Our Lady of Fatima 
Parish in Lakewood, Colorado.  
 In 2011, Barry co-founded the Center for Advanced 
Leadership and Catechetics; an affiliation of Catholic 
professionals, teachers and speakers. He has been a 
guest on EWTN, Journey Home and Sirius Radio, The 
Catholic Channel, Seize the Day. He has written, taught, 
and presented on numerous catechetical and apologetic 
topics. In 2012 he served as an Adjunct Professor for    
the Denver Catechetical School.  
 Barry is married with five children, ages 2 to 27 and 
lived in Colorado from 1998 to 2012.  He will begin his 
work with the Diocese of Baker on September 17th. 
 
          David O’Neill, our new Director of Youth Ministry 
was born and raised in Australia and 
moved to the United States with   
his then, soon-to-be wife, Saeward, 
in December of 2007. They have  
two children; a daughter, Ellie, and a 
son, Liam.  
 David has been involved in 
ministry for over 13 years -  including 
serving with NET Ministries 
Australia, Emmanuel Youth Outreach, and most recently,  
as the Youth Minister for Holy Spirit Catholic Community   
in Pocatello, Idaho. He has worked at the parish, deanery 
and diocesan level and has been active in coordinating   
and facilitating retreats, youth rallies and youth 
conferences. Some of you may recognize David as one       
of the organizers and MCs at the Idaho Catholic Youth 
Convention.  
 David is passionate about engaging people in the 
mission of the Church and helping to form faithful, life-long 
Catholics.  He will began his work with the Diocese of Baker 
on September 4th. 

THEOLOGICAL CONFERENCE IN LA GRANDE 
           The Theological Conference was established by    the 
Pastor of Our Lady of the Valley Church, Reverend Dr. 
Christopher Agoha, SMMM and his parish community to 
promote and deepen an adult understanding of Catholic 
truths. The first conference in 2010 was well attended, 
which led to the second conference that witnessed a 
huge number of attendees.   
 We invite you to our 3rd annual Theological Conference 
in La Grande September 28 - 30. The theme of this year’s 
conference will be “How Can  Christians Live in This World 
and Not of the World?” The keynote speaker  will be    
Deacon Harold Burke-Sivers of the Archdiocese of 
Portland. Breakfast, lunch and dinner within the days of the 
conference will be included in the fee of $20.00. Sessions will 
also be given in Spanish. 
 
NOTICIAS DIOCESANAS: BIENVENIDA A NUEVO PERSONAL  
 Barry Menzentine, nuestro nuevo Director de Educación 
Religiosa y Formación de Fe, nació en Portland, Oregon, y se 
trasladó a Redmond en 1977, se graduó en Redmond High School 
en 1981. En 1985 se dio de baja de la Fuerza Aérea, obtuvo su 
Licenciatura de la Universidad Estatal de Portland en 
Administración de Empresas e Informática. Trabajó por 20 años 
en la corporación Fortune 500 como ejecutivo y consultor.  
 Un convertido apasionado por Cristo y su Iglesia, obtuvo 
una Maestría en Evangelización y Catequesis en 2007 de la 
Escuela Bíblica Católica de Denver y el Instituto Agustiniano. 
Barry sirvió en  puestos de liderazgo en la parroquia de Santa 
Fransisca Cabrini en Littleton, Colorado, sirvió cuatro años   
como Director de Catequesis y del Ministerio de Jóvenes y 
Adultos en la parroquia de Nuestra Señora de Fátima, en 
Lakewood, Colorado. 
 En 2011, cofundo del Centro de Liderazgo y Catequesis; una 
asociación de profesionales católicos, profesores y oradores.    
Ha escrito y presentado  temas de catequesis y apologética.       
En 2012 a sirvido como Profesor substituto en la Escuela de 
Catequesis de Denver. 
 Barry está casado y tiene cinco hijos, entre 2 y 27 y vive en 
Colorado desde 1998. Él comenzará su trabajo con la Diócesis de 
Baker el 17 de septiembre. 
          David O'Neill, nuevo Director de la Pastoral Juvenil nació   
y creció en Australia se mudó a los Estados Unidos con su 
entonces prometida, Saeward, en diciembre de 2007. Tienen dos 
hijos, una niña, Ellie, y un niño, Liam. 
 David ha estado en el ministerio por más de 13 años- 
incluyendo su servicio con NET Ministerios Australia, Emmanuel 
Youth Outreach, como ministro Juvenil en la Comunidad del 
Espíritu Santo en Pocatello, Idaho. Ha trabajado a nivel 
parroquial, decanal y diocesano, ha participado activamente en 
la coordinación y facilitación de retiros, reuniones y conferencias 
juveniles. David a sido uno de los organizadores y Maestro de 
Ceremonias en la Convención Juvenil Católica en Idaho. 
 David es apasionado a involucrar a las personas en la misión 
de la Iglesia y ayudar a formar fieles católicos para toda la vida.   
Él comenzara su trabajo con la Diócesis de Baker, el 4 de 
septiembre. 



 

EAGLE SCOUT HONOR EARNED ONCE AGAIN 
 On April 7, 2012, Brandon Elliott organized an 
impressive group of youth and adults on a mission to 
improve and advance the grounds of our Diocesan 
Retreat Center at Powell Butte. Brandon’s vision of a 
“creek side” trail, bridge and sitting area, to be used 
primarily for meditation and reflection during spiritual 
retreats, became a reality that day. The “creek side”  trail 
is located on the south side of the property just west of 
the Bishop’s residence. The man made creek was 
originally established as an overflow mechanism to 
connect the upper irrigation pond to the lower irrigation 
pond. These ponds serve the irrigation needs of the 
upper and lower grounds respectively.  Brandon and his 
committed group of volunteers worked tirelessly to 
complete his Eagle Scout Project that Saturday in April.  
 Brandon graduated from Summit High School this 
past June and plans to attend Oregon Institute of 
Technology to study Computer Hardware Technology. 
Thank you Brandon Elliott for your work and contribution 
to the Diocesan Retreat Center. 

DESCHUTES COUNTY PRO LIFE FAIR BOOTH 2012 
“I confirm that the direct and voluntary killing of an 
innocent human being is always gravely immoral.”   

                                                       Pope John Paul II 
  In accord with the constant teaching of the Catholic 
Church against abortion, over 40 people volunteered     
at the Pro Life booth at the Fair from August 1-5. There 
were volunteers from St. Thomas in Redmond, St. 
Francis in Bend, and St. Joseph in Prineville. Many 
people who regularly picket in front of Planned 
Parenthood every Thursday were also there.    
  The booth, which was chaired by Susan and Richard 
Thorne, was made possible with a donation by St. 
Thomas Pro-Life committee in Redmond and Morris 
Martin from Bend. The booth was a positive display of 
images of babies at all stages and even a DVD which 
explained the development of a baby in the womb. The 
mostly free material drew many people of all ages to  
the booth...even teenagers who are always amazed       
at how well developed the baby is at 10 weeks! The 
volunteers always report back that it was a positive 
experience for them as well. They received donations    
at the booth of $322 which is their seed money for     
next year. “God bless all of you who so generously   
gave of your time and talent to make it possible,” said 
Susan Thorne.  
 

Dennis Vlach (sitting) and Stan Luiz, both of  
St. Francis parish.   

Richard and Susan Thorne 
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