
CLERGY NEWS:  Fr. Gerald Condon, Author 

          A collection of Seven Religious Dramas. These dramas are a 
ready tool and a great asset for any Church or Christian Group wishing 
to present effective Biblical Christian witness to their community. They 
are meaningful Christian plays with a strong Christian message, with the 
added value of entertainment while teaching Christian Principles. They 
are suitable for all audiences, yet even amateur Drama Groups will find 
them relatively easy to produce, direct, and stage. 
         Melding fact and fiction about early Christianity, along with the 
rigors of monastic life in Ireland, these dramas vary, from the Biblical 
account of the suffering, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ, to the 
lives of five Irish Saints, and the Faith of Irish emigrants. 
 

The list of Dramas included are:    

   Patrick, Patron of Ireland   From Cenacle to Calvary 

 Brigid, Patroness of Ireland   Columbanus 

  Columcille, the Masterful Monk    St. Oliver Plunkett 

   Emigration to Happiness 
            

             The Author, Fr. Gerry Condon, who was born in Dublin, Ireland, ordained a Priest at St. Patrick College, Thurles, Co. 
Tipperary, Ireland, and subsequently spent over fifty years in the service of the Diocese of Baker, Oregon, gives unique 
insights and melding of Ireland and America’s history and Christian heritage to these Biblical and historical Dramas. Over 
several years he wrote, produced, and directed these plays for the local Saint Patrick’s Day Celebration to the great delight 
of the local population. Now retired, he is making them available royalty-free, to anyone who enjoys the performing arts. 
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PARISH NEWS:  St. Elizabeth of Hungary, John Day  
 On September 14th and 15th, St. Elizabeth of Hungary Parish celebrated the 
75th Anniversary of its founding. This weekend was chosen for the celebration in 
order to coincide with the Feast of the Exaltation of the Holy Cross, one of the 
days offered by Bishop Cary as a day of special blessings in the Year of Faith.  
 On Saturday, the parish was honored to have Bishop Cary confirm five young 
people. Father Albert Lakra concelebrated Mass with Bishop Cary. A potluck 
supper was held to honor the newly-confirmed. Preceding the festivities Bishop 
Cary presented a short teaching on the journey of faith—The Year of Faith 
Teaching Series. 
     On Sunday, the 75th Jubilee was celebrated with a special cake and coffee  
in the parish hall. Parishioners enjoyed looking over the historical displays        

that were set 
up in the hall, as well as visiting with Bishop Cary. 
          On August 30 and 31 the Ladies of St. Elizabeth held 
the annual rummage sale. Proceeds from the sale are 
used for the activities of the Ladies of St. Elizabeth    
such as replacing altar linens and vestments, offering    
Masses for sick and deceased parish members and their 
immediate families, providing funeral receptions and 
other services as needs arise in the parish and 
community. 
                                                                               
Photos courtesy of Colleen Clark  



THOUGHTS ALONG THE WAY from  

Bishop Cary...Respect Life  
 This October we observe Respect for Life Month 
in the Year of Faith. It is a thought-provoking 
coincidence, for our respect for life flows from what 
we believe, but it is grounded in what we know.  
  Science helps establish what we know. From   
the science of genetics, Pope Francis has reminded 
us, we know that “the genetic code of the person is  
present at the moment of conception” and we know that  
at no stage of its existence could this tiny creature be or 
become anything else but a human being. We also know 
that abortion, in the Pope’s words, does “not allow    
further progress in the development” of what is “already     
a human being.” 
  What do we believe about what we know? To the 
knowledge of genetics, faith adds two foundational truths 
that go beyond the reach of scientific inquiry. First of all, we 
believe that any and every being with a human genetic code 
is made in the image of God and, as the Catechism teaches, 
“is called to share, by knowledge and love, in God’s own 
life.” In a recent address to Catholic doctors Pope Francis 
noted that faith enables us to see what the geneticist 
cannot:  “the imprint of the creative work of God, from the 
first instant of . . . conception.”  
  From Jesus’ words at the Last Judgment the Pope 
derives a second truth which belief bestows upon 
knowledge. “Within the fragile human being,” Pope Francis 
said, “each one of us is invited to recognize,” not only the 
image of God, but also “the face of the Lord.” Every unborn 
child in the womb as well as every elderly person at the   
end of his days “has the face of Jesus Christ.” It is the face 
of the baby who had to flee King Herod’s murderous 
rejection at birth; it is the face of the one with no place to 
lay his head who drank the bitter cup of hostility and 
humiliation; it is the face of him who sank down into death 
without dignity in the loneliness of the cross. In this face 
faith sees the meaning of every human face. Human life is 
sacred because it is meant to see God face to face. 
  Because we know (apart from faith) that “all men are 
created equal,” we have no principled way to value one 
human life more highly than another. Our laws used to 
reflect this truth. Then came legalized abortion and assisted 
suicide, and unwelcome human life became disposable 
across the board. In our time what we believe must come 
to the rescue of what we know.    
  Belief builds on knowledge. As the Catechism teaches, 
“We are stewards, not owners, of the life God has 
entrusted to us. It is not ours to dispose of.” Human life 
cannot be discarded. The New Evangelization must call our 
world back to this truth, Pope Francis says; and this means 
“going against the current, paying personally” for what we 
believe. “Today what is needed is courage—to testify with 
courage to the Gospel of Life.”  
  
(Bishop Cary’s reflections on the Immigration question will 
continue in his next column.) 

PENSAMIENTOS DEL CAMINO  

por el Obispo Cary...Respeto a la vida 
    Este octubre en el Año de la fe observamos el mes 
del Respeto a la vida. Un pensamiento que provoca una 
coincidencia con respecto al respeto a la vida se basa en 
lo que creemos, pero de acuerdo a lo que  sabemos. 
      La ciencia ayuda a establecer lo que sabemos. 

Desde la ciencia de la genética, el Papa Francisco  
nos recuerda, sabemos que “el código genético de la 
persona está presente en el momento de la concepción” y 
sabemos que esta pequeña criatura en ningún momento de 
su existencia podría ser otra cosa que un ser humano. 
También sabemos que el aborto, en las palabras del Papa, 
significa “no permite seguir avanzando en el desarrollo” de 
lo que es “ya es un ser humano.” 

¿Qué creemos acerca de lo que sabemos? Para el conocimiento 
de la genética, la fe añade dos verdades fundamentales que van 
más allá del alcance de la investigación científica. En primer lugar, 
creemos que todos y cada ser con un código genético humano está 
hecho a imagen de Dios y, como enseña el Catecismo, “está llamado 
a participar, por el conocimiento y el amor, en la vida misma de 
Dios.” En un reciente comunicado a los médicos católicos el Papa 
Francisco señaló que la fe nos permite ver lo que el genetista no 
puede: “la huella de la obra creadora de Dios, desde el primer 
instante de . . . la concepción”. 

De las palabras de Jesús al Juicio Final, el Papa deriva una 
segunda verdad que la creencia otorga al conocimiento. “Dentro 
de la fragilidad del ser humano”, dijo el Papa Francisco “cada uno 
de nosotros está invitado a reconocer,” no sólo la imagen de Dios, 
sino también “el rostro del Señor.” Cada niño por nacer en el 
vientre, así como las personas mayores al final de sus días “tiene el 
rostro de Jesucristo.” Es la cara del bebé que tuvo que huir al 
rechazo asesino del rey Herodes a su nacimiento, es la cara del que 
no tiene ningún lugar para poner su cabeza que bebió la amarga 
copa de la hostilidad y humillación, es el rostro de aquel que se 
dejó hundir en la muerte sin dignidad en la soledad de la cruz. En 
esta cara la fe  ve el significado de cada rostro humano. La vida 
humana es sagrada porque está destinada a ver a Dios cara a cara. 

Porque sabemos que (aparte de la fe) “todos los 
hombres son creados iguales”, no tenemos ningún 
fundamento para valorar una vida humana más que otra. 
Nuestras leyes reflejaban esta verdad. Luego vino la 
legalización del aborto y el suicidio asistido, y la vida   
humana no deseada se convirtió en desechable en todos los 
ámbitos. En nuestro tiempo lo que creemos tiene que 
rescatar a lo que sabemos. 

La creencia se basa en el conocimiento. Como enseña el 
Catecismo, “Somos administradores y no propietarios de la vida 
que Dios nos ha confiado. No es nuestro para desecharla.” La 
vida humana no puede ser descartada. La nueva evangelización 
debe llamar a nuestro mundo de nuevo a esta verdad, el Papa 
Francisco lo dice, y esto significa “ir contra la corriente, pagar 
personal” por lo que creemos. “Hoy lo que se necesita es coraje 
para testificar con valentía el Evangelio de la Vida.” 

 
(Las preguntas a la reflexión de Inmigración del Obispo Cary 
Continuaran en el próximo numero.)  
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DIOCESE OF  BAKER OFFICIAL APPOINTMENTS 
 Bishop Liam Cary has announced the following 
assignments effective October 17, 2013: 
 Reverend Julian Cassar has been assigned as 
Administrator of St. Francis of Assisi in Bend. 
 Reverend Robert Greiner has been assigned as 
Rector of St. Francis de Sales Cathedral in Baker City and 
Pastor of that parish. 
 Reverend Kunnelaya Joseph has been assigned as 
Associate Pastor of St. Francis of Assisi in Bend. 
 Reverend Christopher Ehidiamhen has been 
assigned as Administrator of St. Joseph Parish in 
Prineville. 
 

 Father Julian Cassar comes from Malta and was 
ordained on June 19, 1977. He was incardinated in the 
Diocese of Baker on September 12, 2006. He has served 
our Diocese in John Day and Missions before being 
assigned as Rector for the Cathedral in Baker city. He is 
presently a member of the Presbyteral Council as well as 
the Pastor’s Review Panel. 
 Father Robert Greiner was born in Condon, Oregon 
and was ordained for the Diocese of Baker on June 1993 
at St. Peter Catholic Church in The Dalles by Bishop 
Thomas Connolly. He has served at Sacred Heart in 
Klamath Falls, St. Bridget of Kildare in Nyssa and St. 
Joseph Catholic Church in Prineville.  He presently serves 
as Priest-moderator of the Office of Pro-Life Activities 
and serves on the Presbyteral Council. 
 Father Kunnellaya Joseph comes from India. He 
was ordained to the priesthood on November 5, 1984 
and has served in several parishes in India as well as 
Pensylvania and New York in the U.S. He was Treasurer 
for the Diocese of Daltonganji in India, principal of the 
high school in Gomia, and Rector of  the Seminary.        
We welcome him to our Diocese. 
 Father Christopher Ehidiamhen is new to our 
Diocese, joining us from Nigeria.  He was ordained to  
the priesthood on June 28, 1997. He has served as       
Vice Chancellor for the Archdiocese of Benin City and 
Secretary to the Archbishop. He has studied in Rome, in 
England and at Creighton University in the United States.  
We welcome him to our Diocese. 
 

PARISH NEWS:  St. Thomas, Redmond   
 If you haven’t signed up yet for the “Saturday Night 
Live—Catholic Style” event on November 2nd, there is 
still time. Dinner is at 7 pm followed by the presentation. 
 The speaker is Sister Miriam James Heidland from the 
Society of Our Lady of the Most Holy Trinity (SOLT), a 
missionary community that serves global areas of deepest 
apostolic need. Sister Miriam speaks often to young 
adults on the Theology of the Body, healing in Jesus, pop 
culture and beauty, and the transforming power of 
authentic love. Engaging media, personal stories and the 
beauty of Church teaching, Sr. Miriam desires to bring the 
power of God's love to life in the hearts of those with 
whom she speaks. Call now to RSVP (541) 923-3390. 
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JOB OPPORTUNITY:  Sacred Heart, Klamath Falls 
 Sacred Heart Parish has an opening for a Parish 
Secretary.  The ideal applicant would be: 
 

 An active practicing Catholic 
 Bilingual 
 Knowledge in Accounting and experience preferred 
 Experience in data entry 
 Computer experience in programs such as Microsoft 

Word and Excel 
 

 If you are a personable and organized individual  
with good communication skills and would like to be 
considered for this position, please send your résumé   
to Father Rogatian Urassa at rsafari@charter.net or   
mail it to Sacred Heart Parish, 815 High St., Klamath  
Falls, OR  97601.  
 

BISHOP CARY’S UPCOMING SCHEDULE 
  Oct. 20       Seattle—Northwest Association of Bishops 
  and Religious Superiors (NABRS) Retreat 
  Oct. 23 Mt. Angel—Dinner with Seminarians 
  Oct. 24 Mt. Angel Episcopal Meeting 
  Oct. 28 Review Board Meeting 
  Oct. 31 Meet with Providence Hospital Group 
  Nov. 3 Abbey Foundation Annual Mt. Angel  
  Seminary Benefit Dinner 
 

YOUTH MINISTRY NEWS:  Fall Retreats 

Call now to register! 



Catholics in the USA 1975 2000 2013 

Total Number of Priests 58,909 45,699 38,964 

Diocesan Priests 36,005 30,607 26,661 

Religious Priests 22,904 15,092 12,303 

Priestly Ordinations 771 442 480 

Graduate-level Seminarians 5,279 3,474 3,723 

Permanent Deacons 898 12,378 17,289 

Religious Brothers 8,625 5,662 4,477 

Religious Sisters 135,225 79,814 54,018 

Parishes 18,515 19,236 17,644 

Parishes without a resident Pastor 702 2,843 3,389 

Catholic population  
(from Catholic Directory) 

48,700,000 59,900,000 66,300,000 

Total Catholics  
(including inactive) 

54,500,000 71,700,000 78,200,000 

Catholics in the World 1975 2000 2013 

Total Priests 404,783 405,178 410,593 

Diocesan Priests 259,331 265,781 275,542 

Religious Priests 145,452 139,397 135,051 

Diocesan Priestly 
Ordinations 

4,140 6,814 6,863 

Graduate-level 
Seminarians 

43,476 55,968 71,219 

Permanent Deacons 2,686 27,824 38,155 

Religious Brothers 70,388 55,057 54,665 

Religious Sisters 968,526 801,185 729,371 

Parishes 200,116 218,196 221,055 

Parishes without a 
resident Pastor 

46,074 55,729 49,172 

Catholic Population 709,600,000 1,045,000,000 1,196,000,000 
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PARISH NEWS: Our Lady of the Valley, La Grande 
Living Faith Outdoors of La Grande’s Our Lady of the Valley Parish hosted a Parish Campout September 13-15 at 

Wallowa Lake. They reserved a whole campground for themselves and had a blast!  From one-year-olds to grandparents, 
everyone had something to look forward to. “The best 
part,” says four year old Michael, “was playing in the lake!” 
          Friday night started off with a potluck, campfire, 
music, and s ’mores. Saturday they enjoyed a breakfast of 
Ziploc bag omelets, then headed out for a hike to overlook 
Wallowa Lake and eat lunch by a waterfall. After they 
returned to camp, they jumped into their swimsuits and 
headed to the Lake for some paddle boarding! Mass was 
held at 5:00 p.m. outdoors by fellow camper Father 
Christopher. They even had a ukulele choir. After mass    
they ate chili dogs and sang songs around the fire and of 
course ate more s ’mores!    
           Sunday morning was a pancake breakfast and 
primitive skills classes. Chris Mello, a primitive skills 
enthusiast, taught everyone how to start a fire by rubbing 
sticks together. Nearly all who tried succeeded through    
his guidance. Those who participated were even able to 

take home their very own fire making kit!  Afterwards, everyone slowly packed up and headed back home one by one.  
Two-year-old Therese sums the trip up with her favorite memory: “playing with my friends”. 
 
 

2013 PONTIFICAL YEARBOOK:  

  Permanent diaconate booms in Europe, U.S. according to Vatican Radio    
 

 

 Father Julian Cassar, Administrator of St. Francis of Assisi in Bend, recently gathered the statistics below of data 
recorded and published in the Annuarium Pontificium which is published annually by the Vatican. The 2013 Pontifical 
Yearbook was presented to the Holy Father in May by Vatican Secretary of State Cardinal Tarcisio Bertone and the 
Substitute for General Affairs Archbishop Angelo Becciu. The preparation of the new Yearbook was edited by  
Monsignor Vittorio Formenti, in charge of the Central Bureau of Statistics of the Church, by Prof. Enrico Nenna and  
other collaborators. 
 The Holy Father expressed his gratitude for the tribute, showing a keen interest in the figures illustrated therein  
and expressing deep gratitude to all those who have contributed to the new edition of the two yearbooks. 

 The data recorded revels new statistics relating to the life of the Catholic Church in the world, in the course of 2012 
and until the election of Pope Francis.  For more information regarding the Annuarium Pontificium, please refer to the 
Vatican Radio website at:   
         http://en.radiovaticana.va/news/2013/05/13/2013_pontifical_yearbook:_permanent_diaconate_booms_in_europe,_u.s./en1-691505 


