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PARISH NEWS:   St. Pius X Church, Klamath Falls 
 A “Year of Faith” Retreat, attended by 53 people, 
was given at St. Pius X Catholic Church in Klamath      
Falls on February 8-10. This was an evangelization retreat 
that focused on Pope Benedict XVI’s challenge, “The 
Year of Faith . . . is a summons to an authentic and 
renewed conversion to the Lord, the one Savior of       
the world”. 
 This Catholic-based parish retreat provided 
parishioners with the opportunity to encounter and 
grow closer to Jesus Christ through the proclamation 
and acceptance of the gospel message. The weekend 
retreat included talks, testimonies, adoration, music,  
and small-group discussion.  It combined evangelization 
with a renewal our commitments of Baptism and 
Confirmation. Faith-sharing groups were created so 
people can meet on a weekly basis to continue their 
spiritual growth process after the retreat.  
 Evangelization is becoming popular in the Catholic 
Church. Proclamations by popes, ecumenical councils, 
encyclicals, and the U. S. Conference of Catholic Bishops 
have encouraged Catholics to become more familiar 
with the foundation of our faith which is centered on 
the gospel message. This allows people to establish a 
greater relationship with Jesus Christ.     
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 The retreat was led by Vic Scaravilli. Other members 
of the team who presented talks and assisted in various 
activities were Deacon Paul Hillyer, Mary Ann Crawford, 
Ipo and Mary Ross, Roger Sanders, and Deb Scaravilli.  
These are some of the members of the larger team who 
have facilitated these retreats in many parishes in 
Oregon and California.  
 Please contact Vic Scaravilli if your parish might be 
interested in a weekend evangelization retreat. His 
phone number is (541) 884-6905 and email address is 
VScaravilli@q.com. 

 

Page 1 

DIOCESAN NEWS:  Bishop Connolly Update 
         Bishop Cary hitched a ride 
with Father Leo Weckerle and 
Mary Ann Davis on Tuesday, 
February 12, to visit our Bishop 
Connolly in Maryville, Oregon. 
We received a good report that 
Bishop Connolly was in good 
spirits and very pleased to see 
them. Father Weckerle and 
Mary Ann make regular trips to 
visit Bishop Connolly every 
three weeks.  

 
 
 
 
 
Please continue to keep 
him in your prayers. 

A Prayer for Priests 
 
Keep them I pray to You, 
dear Lord, 
Keep them for they are 
Yours –  
Your priests whose lives 
burn out 
Before Your consecrated shrine. 
 

Keep them for they are in the world, 
Though from the world, apart; 
When earthly pleasures tempt, allure them – 
Shelter them in Your Heart. 
 

Keep them and comfort them 
In hours of loneliness and pain, 
When all their life of sacrifice 
For souls seem but in vain. 
 

Keep them and remember, Lord, 
They have no one but Thee. 
Yet, they have only human hearts, 
With human frailty. 
 

Keep them as spotless as the Host, 
That daily they caress; 
Their every thought and word and deed, 
We implore you, dear Lord, to always bless. 



Thoughts Along the Way from Bishop Cary 
The papal election in the Year of Faith invites reflection on 

the Catholic belief that the pope is the successor to St. Peter as 
Bishop of Rome and head of the Church on earth. Three classic 
Gospel texts support this claim.  
  Matthew 16:16-19. “You are Peter,” Jesus says to Simon, 
“and upon this rock I will build my church.” (English fails to 
capture our Lord’s word play in the original Aramaic:  “You are 
Cephas and on this cephas.” In French it’s “You are Pierrre and 
on this pierre.”) No other apostle receives a new name. Jesus 
singles out Simon. To the faith of this fluctuating, impulsive 
disciple Jesus promises to give rock-solid, foundational 
strength, sufficient to weather the stormy seas of history and 
overcome the very power of hell. Jesus then entrusts to Peter 
“the keys of the kingdom” and the power they bring to bind 
and loose on earth and in heaven. A Protestant scripture 
scholar explains: “Just as in Isaiah 22:22 the Lord lays the keys 
of the house of David on the shoulders of the servant Eliakim, 
so Jesus commits to Peter the keys to his house, the Kingdom 
of Heaven, and thereby installs him as administrator of the 
house.” As holder of the keys, as chief steward of Christ’s 
household, Peter will exercise Jesus’ kingly authority to judge 
behavior as worthy or unworthy of the children of God. As 
chief teacher of the faith (an office we see him exercise 
dramatically in the Acts of the Apostles), Peter is “the 
guarantor of the story of Jesus” to those who did not walk 
with him to his cross and resurrection. Of all the apostles,  
Peter is appointed first and in a uniquely prominent way. The 
others are to act together with him, but not without him.  
  Luke 22:31-32. Once more Jesus publicly singles out Peter 
in a scene of high drama, the Last Supper. “Simon, . . . I have 
prayed for you that your faith may not fail; and when you   
have turned again, strengthen your brethren.” In the solemn 
context of the first Mass, knowing full well of Peter’s 
impending denials, Jesus publicly selects Peter to strengthen 
the Eucharistic unity of the apostles he will send to spread        
it throughout the world. Perhaps our Lord thought back to    
the reaction of “many of his disciples” on the day when he 
revealed himself as the Bread of Life: they “drew back and no 
longer walked with him” (John 6). Jesus asked the Twelve if 
the saying was too hard for them as well, if they too would go 
away. At this decisive moment Peter stepped forth to give 
voice to their answer: “Lord, to whom shall we go? You have 
the words of eternal life.”  
  John 21:15-17. This intimate, shore-side conversation 
between the Risen Jesus and Peter occurs right after the 
miraculous catch of 153 fish that leaves Peter’s net strained but 
not torn. Three times Jesus asks the disciple who had three 
times denied knowing him, “do you love me?” Three times 
Peter answers yes. But the words he hears from Jesus— “Feed 
my sheep”—suddenly re-direct the trajectory of his life: the 
fisherman must leave the sea behind and set his feet on shore 
as the shepherd who lays down his life for his sheep. “Follow 
me,” Jesus says. And Peter does. But Jesus did not come to 
leave his “sheep without a shepherd” at Peter’s passing or his 
brethren with no one to strengthen them with the keys to the 
kingdom. The logic of the ministry that Jesus entrusted to 
Peter demands that he have a successor. This is why Catholics 
believe the pope lives in Rome.  
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Pensamientos del Camino por el Obispo Cary 
La elección papal en el Año de la Fe invita a reflexionar 

sobre la fe católica, que el Papa es el sucesor de San Pedro 
como obispo de Roma y jefe de la Iglesia en la tierra. Tres 
textos evangélicos apoyar esta afirmación. 

 Mateo 16,16-19. “Tú eres Pedro”, dice Jesús a Simón:  
“y sobre esta roca edificaré mi iglesia.” (En Arameo es     
“Tú eres Cephas (Piedra en Español), y sobre esta Cephas  
edificaré . . .”). Ningún otro apóstol recibió otro nombre. 
Jesús escoge a Simón. Para la fe de este discípulo    
indeciso, impulsivo Jesús le da una sólida, fuerza básica, 
suficiente para capear los mares tempestuosos de la 
historia y vencer el poder del infierno. Entonces Jesús 
confía a Pedro “las llaves del Reino”, y el poder de atar        
y desatar en la tierra y en el cielo.  “Así como en Isaías 22:22 
El Señor confía las llaves de la casa de David a su siervo 
Eliaquín, así Jesús le confía a Pedro las llaves del Reino       
de los Cielos, y hace administrador del Reino.” Como 
encargado de las llaves, como mayordomo de la casa de 
Cristo, Pedro ejercerá la autoridad real de Jesús, como    
juez juzgará el comportamiento de los hijos de Dios. Como 
principal maestro de la fe (Le vemos ejercer su cargo          
de manera excepcional en los Hechos de los Apóstoles), 
Pedro es quien “custodia la historia de Jesús” para los      
que no caminaron con él a su cruz y  resurrección. De todos 
los Apóstoles, Pedro es nombrado primero de una manera 
única y excepcional. Los otros actuaran en unión con él, 
pero no sin él.  
        Lucas 22:31-32. Una vez más Jesús públicamente señala 
a Pedro en una escena de gran dramatismo, la Última Cena. 
“Simón,. . .Yo he rogado por ti para que tu fe no desfallezca; 
y tú una vez convertido confirma a tus hermanos” En el 
marco solemne de la primera Misa, sabiendo muy bien de las 
negaciones inminentes de Pedro, Jesús públicamente 
selecciona a Pedro para fortalecer la unidad Eucarística de 
los apóstoles, y los  enviará a difundirla por todo el mundo. 
Tal vez nuestro Señor pensó en la reacción de “muchos de 
sus discípulos” en el día en que se reveló como el Pan          
de Vida: se fueron, lo abandonaron (Juan 6). Jesús les 
preguntó a los Doce si lo que había dicho era demasiado 
para ellos, si ellos también se irían. En este momento 
decisivo Pedro se adelantó a responder: “Señor, ¿a quién 
iremos? Solo Tú tienes palabras de vida eterna.”  
      Juan 21:15-17. Esta íntima conversación a la orilla del lago 
entre Jesús resucitado y Pedro se produjo después de la 
pesca milagrosa de los 153 peces que casi rompe las   redes 
de Pedro. Tres veces Jesús le pregunto al discípulo que     
tres veces negó conocerlo, “¿Me amas?” y Tres veces   
Pedro Responde sí. Pero las palabras que oye de Jesús— 
“Apacienta mis ovejas”—redirige la trayectoria de su vida:  
El pescador debe dejar el mar y poner sus pies en tierra 
como el pastor que da su vida por sus ovejas. “Sígueme,” 
dice Jesús. Y Pedro lo hace. Pero Jesús no vino a dejar sus 
“ovejas sin pastor” al morir Pedro sus hermanos, quedan  
sin nadie que se encargue de las llaves del reino. 
Lógicamente el ministerio confiado a Pedro por Jesús    
exige que haya un sucesor. Por eso los católicos creen, que 
el Papa vive en Roma.  



YOUTH MINISTRY NEWS: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
YOUNG ADULT NEWS: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 In this modern age, today's Catholic Christians are 
experiencing decisions and circumstances never faced 
before in our lifetimes. How do we prepare for these 
changes while still keeping strong in our faith? Come 
learn how to “Walk Through Fire” with other young 
adults at our second annual Young Adult Retreat, held  
at the Powell Butte Retreat Center April 12-14, 2013. Cost 
is $85 and covers all meals and lodging for the 
weekend. The registration form, more information and 
videos can be found at http://www.dioceseofbaker.org/
young_adult.htm and http://www.sacredheartkf.org/
young_adults.html Space is limited, so reserve your spot 
now! Questions? Email Katie Beaubien, Sacred Heart 
Youth Minister at sacredheartyouth@charter.net or call 
(541) 884-4566 extension 101. 

   
 

 BISHOP CARY’S SCHEDULE: 

 
 

2013 CHRISM MASS MARIAN PILGRIMAGE RETREAT: 
  
 

A Marian Retreat  -  Praying for the power of the 
Priesthood and the priestly people in this Year of Faith 

  

  

RETREAT:         Friday, March 15 - Monday, March 18 
WHERE:          Diocesan Retreat Center, Powell Butte  
SPEAKERS:         Dr. Lynne Bissonnette, M.D., Ph.D., 
         Fr. Robert Greiner, presiding 
CHRISM MASS:  St. Francis de Sales Cathedral, Baker City,   
     7:00 p.m., Thursday, March 21.  
 

 The complete schedule, pricing information, and 
registration information can be found on the Diocesan 
website www.dioceseofbaker.org. For more information, 
please call Judy Newport at (541) 923-6946. Please mail 
registration form(s) to the Diocese (address on form).  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
EVANGELIZATION AND CATECHESIS: 
 We encourage everyone in the diocese 
to take the survey so that we can best serve 
the needs of our Catholic Community in 
Eastern Oregon. (Look for this button in the 
upper right hand corner of the diocesan 
webpage for “Evangelization and Catechesis”)  
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Mar. 11 
Mar. 12 
Mar. 13 
Mar. 14 
Mar. 15-16 
Mar. 17 
Mar. 21 
Mar. 28-31 
Apr. 1 
Apr. 2 
Apr. 3 
Apr. 6 
Apr. 8-12 

Lenten Penance Service, St. Patrick, Madras 
Lenten Penance Service, St. Francis of Assisi, Bend 
Year of Faith Teaching Series (Spanish), Madras 
Lenten Penance Service, St. Thomas, Redmond 
Retrouvaille Retreat for Troubled Marriages, Redmond 
Chastity Presentation, St. Francis, Bend (new Church) 
Chrism Mass, St. Francis de Sales Cathedral, Baker City  
Holy Week and Easter, Cathedral, Baker City 
Vespers — Installation of Archbishop in Portland 
Installation of Archbishop Sample 
OCP Board Meeting In Portland 
Confirmation, Sacred Heart, Klamath Falls 
Priest Retreat, Powell Butte  

Apr. 13 
Apr. 13-14 
Apr. 20-21 
 
Apr. 22 
Apr. 23 
Apr. 24 
Apr. 25 
Apr. 27 
Apr. 27-28 
Jun. 2 
Jun. 3-5 

Year of Faith Teaching Series, The Dalles 
Confirmation, St. Mary, Hood River 
Confirmation, Holy Family, Burns, St. Thomas, Crane, 
Our Lady of Loretto, Drewsey, St. Charles, Juntura  
Year of Faith Teaching Series (English), Ontario 
Year of Faith Teaching Series (Spanish), Ontario 
Confirmation, Blessed Sacrament, Ontario 
Confirmation, St. Francis de Sales Cathedral, Baker City 
Year of Faith Teaching Series, Baker City 
Confirmation, St. Patrick, Vale and St. Joseph, Unity 
Confirmation, Holy Redeemer, La Pine 
Knights of Columbus Convention, Pendleton 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Appeal gifts will be distributed in the areas of  
Young Adult Ministry, Seminary Education,  

Priest Retirement and the General Fund as most needed.   
 

TO DONATE ONLINE go to the Diocesan website 
www.Dioceseofbaker.org 

http://www.dioceseofbaker.org/young_adult.htm
http://www.dioceseofbaker.org/young_adult.htm
http://www.sacredheartkf.org/young_adults.html
http://www.sacredheartkf.org/young_adults.html
mailto:sacredheartyouth@charter.net


RITE OF ELECTION IN THE CENTRAL DEANERY: 
The Rite of Election for adult Catechumens and 

Candidates of the Central Deanery of the Diocese of 
Baker was held at 11:00 a.m. on Saturday, February 16, at 
St. Thomas Church in Redmond. Bishop Liam Cary 
presided over the liturgy which was concelebrated by 
Father Todd Unger. Approximately 100 people attended, 
including Catechumens, Candidates, family and friends.  
 These Elect who have been studying the Catholic 
Faith in RCIA classes since September will be fully 
received into the Catholic Church at the East Vigil Mass. 
Please pray for their continuing conversion.   
 Congratulations and welcome from your Parish families.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PARISH NEWS:  R.C.I.A. at St. Thomas, Redmond  
 Fr. Todd Unger and Richard and Susan Thorne, 
Instructors, present the Catechumens and Candidates 
(now called the Elect) and those to be Confirmed plus 
their sponsors from St. Thomas Parish.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
  
 

Standing L-R: Richard Thorne, Ryan Watson, Scott 
Jackson, Jason Crain, Dennis & Denise Hawley, and 
Susan Thorne. Seated L-R: Paula Pierce, Lucy Montano, 
Heather McCormack, Amy Wells, Molly Wells, and Father 
Unger.  Absent:  Katherine and William Lowry.                                                                        
                   Continued>> 
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 This is the first time that RCIA has been offered in 
Spanish at St. Thomas thanks to Instructors Javier and Cecilia 
Chong. Congratulations to the RCIA Class of 2012-2013!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Seated L-R: Cecilia Chong, Marisela Sotelo, Margarita 
and Cuauhtemoc Cardona. Standing L-R: Javier Chong, 
Alejandro Rodriguez, Francisco Herrera, Fr. Todd Unger, 
Jose Hernandez, Hugo Urieta, Ernesto Cabrera.   
Absent: Faustina Arreola.  
 
 PARISH NEWS:  R.C.I.A. at St. Mary Church, Hood River 
 St. Mary parish is now celebrating Catechetical 
Masses on the last Monday of the month for all parents 
and sponsors of those who are preparing for the 
sacrament of Confirmation. Father Saul Alba-Infante, 
Facilitator and Presider, teaches what it means to be a 
sponsor and what is required for this important role.       
St. Mary’s will be preparing more than 100 confirmandi 
this year to be confirmed on April 13 and 14. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Reaching Out to Our Community in Hood River 
     On Thursday, February 7, 2013, St. Mary’s Youth 
Group had the opportunity to volunteer Brookside 
Manor, the local senior center. The youth put together 
two valentine crafts to make with each of the seniors in 
their group. They assisted them with instructions and 
anything else they required to make their project.                     

        After helping the 
seniors, the youth were 
not only happy that they 
made new friends; but 
they all enjoyed the 
experience of teaching 
them something new.  
         The youth group is  

also looking forward to writing to all their new friends at 
Brookside Manor and sending them hand-made 
Valentine Cards along with the photographs that were 
taken. This was a great experience for all the students 
and one they will truly remember.  
—Mother Teresa of Calcutta said, “Let us always meet each 
other with a smile, for the smile is the beginning of love”. 


