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Diocese of Baker  
2014 Bishop’s Annual Appeal

A special edition dedicated to the 2014 Bishop’s Annual Appeal

Dear Friends in Christ,

Here in the Diocese of Baker we call 
the Bishop’s Annual Appeal Forward 
in Faith because we are a people on the 
way home to God. But to move ahead 

faithfully we must always look back gratefully. The holy image on 
the front of this brochure helps us to remember a crucial moment 
of our past: Pentecost. The Holy Spirit comes down in tongues of 
fire on the Apostles gathered around Mary, Seat of Wisdom, who 
bears the Flame of God in her heart. 

Those who were touched by Fire that day did not keep the flame to 
themselves in the upper room. They went forth and passed it on to 
all corners of the world. It still burns among us here because those 
who went before us took care to hand it down to us. 

We must do likewise, for the same Holy Spirit always inspires good 
and faithful stewards of God’s grace. There are many ways to be 
counted in their number. Generous support of the Bishop’s Annual 
Appeal is one.   

Please consider prayerfully a much-needed gift to this year’s 
Appeal. Take a moment to read about the good works it makes 
possible. Let the Holy Spirit inspire you to take part in building 
up the Body of Christ throughout the Diocese of Baker. 

In Christ Jesus,

Most Reverend Liam Cary
Bishop of Baker
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Christ calls each of us to be His disciples. We have a special opportunity to answer 
His call through our Bishop’s Annual Appeal. Each year, we are able to renew our personal 
commitment to more fully participate as good stewards in His mission for the Church. What a 
blessing!

We, the faithful of the Diocese of Baker, are the Body of Christ. As His Body, every day, in 
some way through 
BAA-funded ministries, programs, and services, our gifts impact the lives of thousands in eastern 
Oregon and beyond.

This year’s BAA theme is Forward in Faith; a fitting theme as the Church focuses on the 
New Evangelization — spreading the Good News of Christ to the world. Through the BAA, 
we share Christ’s message by serving countless people in ways we may not realize. All of us, 
personally and through our parishes, enjoy the fruits of the work of our local  Church. Through 
our generosity, we maintain such ministries as  evangelization, adult faith formation, religious 
education, RCIA, youth and young adult ministry, and Hispanic ministry. Our gifts to the 
BAA also support the Office of Vocations, seminary formation, the Diocesan Priest Retirement 
Fund and Catholic schools. 

When we use God’s blessings to make our annual pledge to the BAA, we join with all of 
our sisters and brothers in Christ throughout the Diocese to do the Lord’s work — work that 
no one individual or parish can do alone.

Please take a moment to see how gifts to the Bishop’s Annual Appeal can make a 
difference in our lives and the lives of others.

Evangelization and 
Catechesis

Adult Faith Formation, 
Religious Education, RCIA
BAA funding helps the Diocese 
support adult faith formation 
leaders, catechists in religious 
education programs, and DREs 

more effectively. It also offers evangelization programs such as 
Come and See which is designed for parishes and is used as a 
resource when reaching out to fallen away Catholics.

Youth Ministry
Funding that comes from the BAA 
will help bring ministry teams and 
acclaimed speakers to the Diocese 
to share the Catholic faith with 
the youth of the Diocese as they 
endeavor to lead them closer in their 
relationship with Christ. BAA funds 
will also help offset costs of providing diocesan retreats, 
summer camps, and parish confirmation retreats.

Hispanic Ministry
As the Hispanic population in eastern 
Oregon continues to grow, there is 
a pressing need to strengthen and 
nurture the faith life of Hispanics 
in the Diocese of Baker. By our 
participation in this year’s BAA, we 
will help promote the integration of 
our Spanish-speaking brothers and 
sisters more deeply into the spiritual 
life of our family of faith.

Clergy
Clergy On-going Formation
The formation of a priest does 
not end at his ordination to the 
priesthood. Each year, through 
the BAA, the Diocese provides 
continuing education and forma-
tion through the annual Clergy 
Assembly, spiritual enhancement 
through the Priest Retreat, and more  specialized continuing 
education opportunities as well.

Diocesan Priest Retirement Fund
The Priest Retirement Fund was established to provide a 
modest monthly retirement stipend plus medical insurance 
for those men who have dedicated their lives and faithfully 
served the diocesan community through their vocation to 
the priesthood. Because this fund is still considered “under-
funded,” retired priests rely on financial support from the 
BAA to meet their obligations.

Diocesan Priest Care Fund 
Sometimes, due to unforeseen 
circumstances, a priest may need to 
take a leave of absence or discontinue 
full-time ministry prior to reaching 
full retirement age. Many priests are 
left with minimal income once they 
leave full-time ministry. To help 
support those in need during this time 
the Diocese has established a Priest 
Care Fund.



Monthly or One-Time Gift
Monthly Amount (ten months)   . Total Gift
n  $20.00 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$200.00
n  $10.00 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$100.00
n  $  5.00 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$  50.00
n  Other  $______ . . . . . . . . . .$______
n  One-time Gift  $__________
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Donor Intention Card

Please make checks payable to: Bishop’s Annual Appeal 
Or visit www.dioceseofbaker.org and select Ways to Give
Credit cards and gifts of stock: see back

Thank you!

Please place this card in the return envelope:

Mr./Mrs./Miss/Ms. ________________________________

Address: ________________________________________

City: ______________________ State: ____  Zip: ______

Parish or Mission: _________________________________

City: ___________________________________________

Gift Opportunities using the 10-payment Plan
Gift  Initial 9 monthly   Daily 
amount payment payments sacrifice

$10,000  $1,000  $1,000  $27.40
$  5,000  $   500  $   500  $13.70
$  2,000  $   200  $   200  $  5.48
$  1,000  $   100  $   100  $  2.74
$     500  $     50  $     50  $  1.37
$     300  $     30  $     30  $  0.82

Consider a Pledge to the Bishop’s Annual Appeal
Pledging your gift may allow you to make a more generous — and 
affordable — contribution to the Bishop’s Annual Appeal because you 
can spread out your gift over several months. If you desire, you may 
make an initial payment when you fill out your Pledge Card, and then 
pay the remaining balance with nine additional monthly payments.

Pledge Payments are Easy
Pledging is an easy way to give. The Diocese, beginning in July, will mail 
monthly reminder envelopes directly to you for your  payment by check. 
Each monthly reminder will include a statement of your pledge and 
payment progress.

What You Are Asked To Do
You are invited, as a faithful member of the Catholic Church in the 
Diocese of Baker, to bring your gifts and add them to the gifts of 
others in order that the Diocese may reach its 2014 Bishop’s Annual 
Appeal goal of $300,000. 

As a good steward, you are asked to reflect on the abundant gifts God 
has blessed you with in this life. You are also asked to return to God, 
in some measure, that which He has given you. Doing so, you help 
move the entire Diocese Forward in Faith.

During this Annual Appeal, everyone in the Diocese of Baker is 
being asked to:

1. Pray for the success of the Bishop’s Annual Appeal.

2. Be an ambassador for the Bishop’s Annual Appeal by getting 
involved and sharing this information with as many people as you 
can so they will be inspired to get involved.

3. Make your sacrificial pledge.

 
Education
Catholic Schools
The Diocese of Baker currently 
serves five Catholic Schools. Al-
though these schools provide an 
excellent education, they struggle 
to meet their budgetary demands. 

One way the Diocese helps support these schools is by provid-
ing administrative support and guidance through the Office of 
Superintendent. This year, the primary goal of the Diocese is 
to provide for a special education teacher through the PACE 
program at the University of Portland. The special education 
teacher will work directly with St. Thomas Academy and St. 
Francis School, and be a resource to the other three Catholic 
schools in the Diocese. This will allow the Diocese to serve 
families with children who may have special needs, which our 
Catholic schools have not been able to do in the past.

Office of Vocations and Seminary Formation
The BAA helps us advertise and promote vocations aware-
ness and discernment. The Office of Vocations is respon-
sible for the recruitment of candidates for the priesthood, 
their enrollment, and the monitoring of their progress.  
Once candidates are accepted into the seminary, the Dio-
cese supports their seminarian formation until they are 
ordained to the priesthood. 

!



Additional Options: 

n  Gift of Stock (Please provide your e-mail address and phone number below)

n  Credit card     n Visa      n Mastercard       n Discover     n AMEX

Card Number : _______________________  Expiration Date: ____/____   Security Code: ______

Card Holder Signature: ____________________________________________________________

Contact Information (required for credit card or stock gifts):

Phone: (_______) ______________   e-mail: __________________________________________

Everyone is asked to be a part of this effort, but not everyone is asked to give the same amount. This brochure 
includes gift plans that can be used as a guide in making your decision. Please prayerfully consider making the most 
generous gift you can make; a gift that expresses your gratitude to God as experienced in your life today. Your gift 
can be made as a pledge payable on a monthly basis.

As You Make Your Pledge,   
Please Remember  .  .  .
• Pledges can be fulfilled on a monthly basis.

• These gift plans anticipate payments over 10 months.

• Pledges are not legally binding, but rather an 
indication of your giving intention.

• Pledge payments are in addition to your regular 
weekly offertory contribution to your parish.

• Contributions to the Bishop’s Annual Appeal are  
tax-deductible as provided by law.

Pastoral Ministries
Respect Life
Respect Life Ministry is a vital part of the diocesan efforts 
to educate Catholics and others of good will about a range 
of life issues. Because Catholics hold life as sacred, this 
diocesan ministry serves to nurture a loving concern for the 
gift of life. Funding from the BAA will support the annual 
Diocesan Pro-Life Conference, adoptions through Catholic 
Services, the Oregon Catholic Conference (lobbying arm 
for Catholic values within state government), Natural 
Family Planning workshops, as well as providing resources 
for local ministries promoting respect for human life, human 
dignity and the integrity of marriage. 

Communications
The BAA supports diocesan communications such 
as the Website (www.dioceseofbaker.org) and the 
Diocesan Chronicle newsletter. The Diocese is seeking 
to incorporate innovative technologies, such as online 
evangelization and catechetical training programs, radio 
programming, social media, streaming video, and video 
conferencing.

!

“I firmly believe that the Bishop’s Annual Appeal is an important 
aspect of being considered a diocese that is one, holy, Catholic 
and Apostolic. As the Gospels reveal, Christ calls each of us, in a 
special way, to be his disciples. The reason we will be successful in 
our Appeal efforts is because the Catholic faithful will realize that 
the Bishop’s Appeal offers them a unique opportunity to answer 
the Lord’s call and renew their personal commitment to more fully 
participate as good stewards of our diocese.”

Rev. Joseph Levine
Pastor 
St. Peter Catholic Church
The Dalles, Oregon


