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                                          Glendy Soto, 25 years of 
age, grew up in The Dalles and 
then moved to Southern 
California to attend college, but 
ended up taking care of her 
aging uncle. As she grew in her 
faith through involvement in 
the local charismatic movement 
and attending retreats in 

various parishes, she began assembling her own young 
adult group, “Grupo de Jovenes con Fe y sin 
Fronteras” (Young adults with faith, but without 
borders). Moved by her compassion for the challenges her 
fellow youth were experiencing in her hometown, Glendy 

asked Fr. Levine, Pastor of St. Peter’s in The Dalles, if she 
could organize a retreat at the parish. After a year of 
planning, organization and overcoming many obstacles, 
she arrived in The Dalles with her retreat team of 12 
young adults who put on a successful retreat at St. Peter’s 
on the weekend of August 15 and 16. They were helped 
by the local “Grupo de Jovenes” (Young adults) and 
“Grupo de Oración (Charismatic prayer group).”   
 27 Young adults participated in the retreat with the 
closing Mass celebrated by Fr. Levine. Making a 900 mile 
trip into the unknown was a true adventure of faith for 
the “Grupo de Jovenes con Fe y sin Fronteras”. In The 
Dalles the retreat has given a new impulse and fresh 
enthusiasm to the “Grupo de Jovenes”. With God, all 
things are possible. 

Seminarian News:  Victor Mena  
 In the Rite of Candidacy a seminarian declares his intention publicly 
to complete his seminary formation and be ready for ordination as a 
deacon and later as a priest. On October 22, our seminarian, Victor 
Mena, was admitted into the candidacy at a Mass at Mount Angel 
Seminary. In attendance was Bishop Liam Cary, Very Rev. Rick Fischer, 
Vicar General, and several parishioners from Madras. 

Youth 
Evangelizing 
Youth:  
Girl who grew up in 
The Dalles comes 
home to St. Peter’s 
with retreat team. 
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Thoughts Along the Way 
Bishop Liam Cary  

 
 
 
 
 
 

A House of Hope  
 

 
   

     In the closing months of 2015, The Year of 
Consecrated Life, a promising development dawned in 
our diocese. On October 11th the Sisters of Mary of 
Kakamega launched the Cardinal Otunga House—an 
adult foster care home that will accommodate up to      
five elderly residents at a time. Sisters will be present 
round the clock to give them “special care with love      
and   dignity” and “bring them closer to God gracefully.” 
As a site for their “ministry of hope” the Sisters have 
purchased a comfortable home on a quiet street in Bend. 
In this effort they have been blessed with a dedicated 
group of imaginative, hard-working volunteers who have 
helped navigate the complicated regulatory waters of 
finances, administration, and licensing. Steady progress 
has been made toward official approval, and the Sisters 
look forward to welcoming the first residents within a    
few months. 
  Founded in 1932 in the Diocese of Kakamega in 
Kenya, the Order now includes Sisters from Uganda and 
Tanzania who serve in apostolates of teaching, nursing, 
and social work. From their first American outpost in 
Virginia the Sisters came to Baker Diocese five years ago. 
Since then Sisters Sabina, Kevin, Fortunata, and Anna 
have made themselves invaluable parish workers at St. 
Francis in Bend and St. Thomas in Redmond. At Blessed 
Sacrament Parish in Ontario Sisters Irene and Regina 
have done the same.  
 But this new venture is groundbreaking. The 
Cardinal Otunga House affords the Sisters the 
opportunity to establish an Oregon apostolate of their 
own whereby their numbers can expand organically here 
among us as the Lord of the Harvest sees fit to bless     
their labors. 

 So it has happened in Klamath Falls with the 
Benedictine monks from Hanga Abbey in Tanzania. First 
came Father Pirmin Ngolle, who began to help out at St. 
Pius X Parish over ten years ago. Upon Father Pirmin’s 
untimely death, Father Ildefonce Mapara took his place, 
both in St. Pius and as a weekend substitute priest in 
many of our parishes. Next to come from Hanga Abbey 
were the Benedictine Brothers Nolasco and Nicodemus, 
who have themselves run an adult foster home in 
Klamath Falls since 2011. This summer they were joined 
by Brother Peter. This steady growth of consecrated 
religious men in the south of the Diocese should give the 
Sisters of Mary of Kakamega hope that the Lord will bless 
them with increase as well. 

He blesses us all in blessing them, for consecrated 
men and women add an invaluable presence to the 
Catholic world we build up here. A century ago Africa 

was mission territory, as was Eastern Oregon. Now Africa 
sends missionaries to us. Perhaps that is the significance of 
the name the Sisters have given to their home for the 
elderly. So tirelessly did Cardinal Otunga spend his life in 
leadership to the East African church from 1973 to 2003 
that he has been proposed for canonization. Formed by 
the Cardinal’s example, the Sisters of Mary of Kakamega 
now hand on his sanctity to those who will come to them 
for care that flows from Christian compassion. 

If you are interested in learning more about this 
promising new venture, feel free to contact Sister Sabina 
by e-mail at sabinambenge16@gmail.com or by phone at 
541-588-2416.    

 
 
Pensamientos Del Camino 

 Obispo Liam Cary 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Un Hogar de Esperanza  
  

En los últimos meses del 2015, el Año de la Vida 
Consagrada, un desarrollo prometedor amaneció en 
nuestra diócesis. El 11 de Octubre, las Hermanas de María 
de Kakamega pusieron en marcha la Casa del Cardenal 
Otunga—un hogar para el cuidado de adultos que 
acomodará hasta cinco residentes de edad avanzada a la 
vez. Las Hermanas estarán presentes dia y noche para 
darles “cuidado especial con amor y dignidad” y 
“acercarlos a Dios con gracia”. Como un sitio para su 
“ministerio de esperanza” las Hermanas han comprado 
una casa cómoda en una calle tranquila en Bend. En este 
esfuerzo han sido bendecidas con un dedicado grupo de 
voluntarios imaginativos y trabajadores  que ayudaron a 
navegar las complicadas aguas reguladoras de finanzas, 
administración y concesión de licencias. Se ha hecho un 
progreso constante hacia la aprobación final, y las 
Hermanas esperan en darle la bienvenida a los primeros 
residentes dentro de  pocos meses.  
  Fundado en 1932 en la Diócesis de Kakamega en 
Kenya, la Orden ahora incluye Hermanas de Uganda y 
Tanzania que sirven en apostolados de enseñanza, 
enfermería, y trabajo social. Desde su primer puesto 
Estadounidense en Virginia, las Hermanas vinieron a la 
Diócesis de Baker hace cinco años.  Desde entonces, las 
Hermanas Sabina, Kevin, Fortunata, y Anna han hecho 
trabajadoras indispensables de la parroquia de San 
Francisco en Bend y de Santo Tomás en Redmond.  En la 
Parroquia del Santísimo Sacramento en Ontario, las 
Hermanas Irene y Regina han hecho lo mismo. 

 Pero este nuevo proyecto es innovador. La Casa del 
Cardenal Otunga le ofrece a las hermanas la oportunidad 
de establecer un apostolado propio en Oregon por lo cual 
sus números pueden ampliarse orgánicamente aquí entre 
nosotros como el Señor de la Cosecha crea conveniente 
para bendecir sus labores. 

Así sucedió en Klamath Falls con los monjes 
Benedictinos del Monsaterio Hanga en Tanzania.  
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Primero vino el Padre Pirmin Ngolle, quien comenzó a 
ayudar en la Parroquia de San Pío X hace más de diez 
años. Tras la muerte prematura del Padre Pirmin, el 
Padre Ildefonce Mapara tomó su lugar, tanto en San Pío y 
como sacerdote sustituto del fin de semana en muchas de 
nuestras parroquias. Los próximos a venir del Monasterio 
de Hanga fueron los Hermanos Benedictinos Nolasco y 
Nicodemo, quienes ellos mismos tienden un hogar para 
el cuidado de adultos en Klamath Falls desde el 2011.  
Este verano vino un nuevo compañero, el Hermano 
Peter. Este crecimiento constante de hombres religiosos 
consagrados en el sur de la Diócesis debe darles a las 
Hermanas de María de Kakamega una esperanza de que 
el Señor las bendecirá con crecimiento también. 

 Al bendecirlas a ellas, Él nos bendice a todos 
nosotros; porque los hombres y mujeres consagrados 
agregan una presencia muy valiosa para el mundo 
Católico que construimos aquí. Hace un siglo, África era 
un territorio de misión, así como era el Este de Oregon.  
Ahora, África nos envía misioneros. Tal vez ese es el 
significado del nombre que las Hermanas le han dado a 
su hogar para los ancianos.  

Así incansablemente el Cardenal Otunga pasó su 
vida en el liderazgo de la Iglesia de África Oriental desde 
1973 hasta 2003 que ha sido propuesto para la 
canonización. Formadas por el ejemplo del Cardenal, las 
Hermanas de María de Kakamega ahora transmiten su 
santidad a los que vendran a ellos para la atención que 
brota de la compasión Cristiana. 

 Si está interesado en aprender más acerca de         
este nuevo proyecto prometedor, siéntase libre de 
contactar a la Hermana Sabina por correo electrónico      
al sabinambenge16@gmail.com o por teléfono al          
541-588-2416.     

 

Bishop Cary’s Schedule 
Nov. 15-20 United States Conference of Catholic Bishops    

      USCCB) fall Meeting in Baltimore 
Nov. 21        Mass for Spanish Marriage Encounter  
       Group in Redmond 
Nov. 21        Give talk on Reconciliation to Madras  
       Hispanic Group 
Nov. 22        Mass for “Day of the Spirit” Middle School  
       gathering at Powell Butte 
Nov. 28-29   Masses in Madras  
 

Annual Advent Family Gathering    

 Please join us Saturday, December 5th, from 3:00-
6:00 PM at the Diocesan Retreat Center for the Annual 
Advent Family Celebration sponsored by Mother Mary’s 
Daughters and the Diocese of Baker with the focus on the 
Holy Family. The gathering is perfect to teach children 
about the meaning of Advent through praise, music, and 
family fun. We invite our Priests and Religious as our 
guests as they are always in our prayers and an important 
part of our diocesan families.  

 Seeking an Abundant Harvest through the 
Bishop’s Annual Appeal  

     
   In the coming weeks our 2015 Bishop’s Annual 
Appeal will be completed. The many blessings that have 
been shared by Catholic families all over the Diocese of 
Baker will be harvested and transformed into works of 
evangelization, faith formation, youth ministry, care for 
our priests, and many other programs and ministries to 
enhance the faith life of our Catholic community.  
  Nearly 1,800 Catholic households have made this 
harvest possible, and there are many more who are still 
prayerfully reflecting on what amount might be 
appropriate to offer, given their personal circumstances. 
If you have not yet made your gift to the Appeal, there is 
still time. As stewards of our local Church here in 
Central Oregon, this harvest season is an ideal time for    
a deepening reflection on the harvest in our own lives 
and in how we are sharing the bounty which God has 
given us.  
 
 As of October 28th: 36 parishes met and exceeded 
their goals for the 2015 Bishop’s Annual Appeal:  

 

 St. Richard in Adel 
 St. Francis in Arlington 
  Holy Family in Arock 
 St. Francis de Sales Cathedral in Baker City 
 St. Francis of Assisi in Bend 
 Sacred Heart in Athena 
 St. James in Bly 
 St. John in Condon 
  St. Thomas Aquinas in Crane 
 St. Katherine of Siena in Dale 
 Our Lady of Loretto in Drewsey 
 St. Mary in Elgin 
  St. Katherine in Enterprise 
 St. Catherine in Fossil 
 St. Patrick in Heppner 
  Our Lady of Angels in Hermiston 
 St. William in Ione 
  St. Elizabeth of Hungary in John Day  
  St. Bernard in Jordan Valley 
 St. Charles in Juntura 
 St. Pius X in Klamath Falls 
 Our Lady of the Valley in La Grande 
  St. Patrick in Lakeview 
  St. Patrick in Madras 
 St. Mary in Maupin 
 St. Anthony in North Powder 
 St. John in Paisley 
 St. Helen in Pilot Rock 
 St. Thomas in Plush 
 St. Joseph in Prineville 
 St. Edward the Martyr in Sisters 
 Sacred Heart in Union 
 St. Patrick in Vale 

 St. Pius X in Wallowa 

 St. Kateri Tekakwitha in Warm Springs 
 St. Mary in Wasco 
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Vocation Discernment      

 “The discernment of a vocation is above all the fruit 
of an intimate dialogue between the Lord and his 
disciples. Young people, if they know how to pray, can be 
trusted to know what to do with God's call.”    
    —Pope Benedict XVI, Response to questions by the bishops  
      of the United States in Washington, D.C., April 16, 2008   

  
       We are pleased to present the fifth 
Vocation story in the series of our Clergy 
testimonials. To read about other priests in 
our diocese, please go to the diocesan 
website and visit the Clergy page for a link. 
         

   

  Let me introduce myself. I am Fr. Todd Unger, 
presently the pastor of St. Thomas the Apostle in 
Redmond, Oregon. I was ordained June 29, 1982. 
 I was born and raised in St. Thomas Parish, so it is 
an added blessing for me to return and minister to the 
parish that fostered my vocation to the priesthood. In 
those first 18 years in Redmond I did the normal things 
of a Catholic boy and young adult. In the early years the 
Sisters of the Holy Names would spend one or two weeks 
in the summer teaching summer school. I think they were 
the first to plant the seeds of a vocation in my soul.        
Fr. Francis McCormick, Msgr. William Stone and          
Fr. Thomas Moore were the pastors in those formative 
years. My service at the altar started as an altar boy in 
cassock and surplus just as the Mass began to be 
celebrated in English. In hindsight it would have been 
good to have known all the Latin responses. With two 
older brothers and one younger brother, there was an 
Unger on the altar for over 12 years. After the Holy 
Names Sisters’ encouragement, and the different parish 
priests, it was Fr. Thomas Moore who raised the question 
at one Sunday Mass, "why has this parish never had a 
religious vocation and the parish should be thinking 
about the answer". Someone said, with a smile on their 
face, they thought that only men from Ireland could be 
priests. For the first 25 years as a parish, we had only   
Irish pastors.  
 It was as a freshman in College that I seriously 
thought about being a priest. That was my year at Oregon 
State University. My sophomore year was spent at 
University of Portland, in an overseas study program. 
During that year I was able to focus on the call to 
priesthood with the resident priest. It came down to 
taking the next step and that was to go to Mt. Angel 
Seminary as a junior in College. That is the purpose of 
the Seminary, to help discern the call and if the call might 
be there, to form oneself in this lifelong vocation. I 
graduated two years later from the college seminary and 
under advisement of the formation team, I entered the 
graduate school at Mt. Angel Seminary for further study 
with the strong idea that I was called to the priesthood. 
On June 11th, 1981, I was ordained a deacon and then on 

June 29th 1982, a priest, both at St. Thomas in Redmond 
for the Diocese of Baker.  
 My first assignment was as associate pastor of St. 
Mary’s Catholic Church in Pendleton for four years. It 
was in those years that I really found out what priesthood 
was all about. There were the joyful moments of weddings 
and baptism, first communions and first confessions; the 
sad moments of family tragedies and deaths. I learned very 
quickly that it is not what one says at these times, but that 
one is just there. There were many life changing 
experiences in those first years. After four years at St. 
Mary’s it was thought that I had learned enough to 
become a pastor in a small parish. My next assignment was 
St. Elizabeth church in John Day and included all of 
Grant County. I had the main parish church and three 
mission churches to minister to and I learned that no 
matter what I did, if I communicated with the people of 
the church of the direction I thought we needed to go, 
they would support me and if they needed to pick me up 
if I fell, they would. After four years in John Day, Bishop 
Connolly asked that I move to St. Patrick Church in 
Madras. St. Patrick’s is the only tri-lingual parish in the 
diocese with the mission of now St. Kateri Tekakwitha 
church on the Warms Springs Indian Reservation, and 
the English and Spanish speaking members in Madras. 
Each parish presents different challenges and joys. Each 
parish allows for new and lasting relationships with the 
members of that community. 
 My next assignment was to St. Peter’s church in The 
Dalles. St. Peter’s presented a bi-lingual parish of English 
and Spanish. The new opportunity St. Peter’s offered that 
I had not had up to this point was a Catholic school.      
St. Mary’s Academy (SMA) was founded by the Holy 
Names Sisters in 1864, making it the oldest continuous 
running school in Oregon East of the Cascades. SMA is a 
pre-school through eighth grade school. The school let me 
strengthen my administration skills when twice I became 
the Principal of the school.   
 After 27 years of priesthood I have felt very accepted 
in returning to my native place, St. Thomas Church in 
Redmond. The parish community had already built a new 
church before I came and then turned around and built    
a new parish center to house the church offices and       
St. Thomas Academy, a Catholic school of pre-school 
through fourth grade. For the parish to come together and 
put all the parish activities on one campus is a real 
testimony of faith.  
 Growing up in Redmond, I came from a family that 
always saw service as a part of our life. The priesthood 
became my way of being of service to those around me.      
I have been challenged in many ways these last thirty years 
but there has always been the support of my faith and the 
people of faith to keep me going or to know when to try a 
new path in ministry. Yes, I would do it all over again. 
 
    — Very Reverend Todd Unger 
        St. Thomas Catholic Church 
        Redmond, Oregon 


