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St. Bernard Celebrates 100 Years 
“Great country! Church to be built there as soon as 

possible!” were the words of Bishop O’Reilly after visiting 
Jordan Valley for the first time in 1914. Bishop O’Reilly 
was inspired by the faithful Catholics of the rural 
community of Jordan Valley. Two years after his visit, a 
church was erected and still stands a hundred years later    
as a strong anchor of faith for Catholics in Jordan Valley. 

On The Feast of the Ascension, May 28th, St. 
Bernard’s Catholic Church celebrated its 100 year 
anniversary and rededication. The church was newly 
renovated in 2016, by Fr. Bailey Clemens, the pastor at    
St. Bernard. Bishop Liam Cary celebrated the Mass and 
rededication of the Church. This was Bishop Cary’s first 
visit to Jordan Valley since the renovations took place. In 
his homily, he stated how his eyes were dazzled by the 
interior beauty of the church, and drew him in an upward 
direction towards God. He stated that the Feast of the 
Ascension is a calling upward. It raises our eyes. Similarly, 
the walls of the Church take our eyes and our minds 
upward. When we rededicate a Church, we are reminded 
to rededicate ourselves to that which is above. Also, St. 
Paul says that the Church is the Body of Christ. Similarly, 
the church building symbolizes Christ who is “The Way, 

The Truth, and The Life”. The floor of the church 
represents The Way. It is the passage by which we walk.    
The walls represent 
stability, The Truth, 
which guards us on 
our way through  life. 
The walls hold up the 
roof which protects us 
from the elements just 
as we are sustained by 
The Life of Christ.  

Over 100 people joined in the celebration, with 
several relatives of the original builders of the church 
present. The women of St. Bernard served a wonderful 
banquet and there were games for the children. Even the 
weather was perfect for the celebration. The beautiful 
remodel and rededication of the church is a testimony that 
the Catholics of Jordan Valley plan to be there long into 
the future.                          — Written by Liz Cunningham 

             
To see pictures of the renovated church and the 100 

year celebration and rededication please see St. Bernard's 
website: www.stbernardsjordanvalley.com. 

http://www.stbernardsjordanvalley.com


  

Thoughts Along the Way 
Bishop Liam Cary  

 
The Path to Holiness  

of Fatima’s Saints  
 

  In her apparition to the children of Fatima on 13 
June 1917, Our Lady told them she would come to take 
Francisco and Jacinta to heaven soon. Francisco was first; 
he died on 4 April 1919, one of twenty million victims of 
the worldwide influenza epidemic at the close of World 
War I. Jacinta was another; the same sickness took her life 
on 20 February 1920. 
  Francisco viewed his 
illness as a God-given 
opportunity to offer 
continual sacrifice for 
sinners, as the Lady dressed 
in white had encouraged 
them to do. In his ninth 
year, her apparitions had 
awakened in him a strong 
desire for solitude and 
prayer. Tending the sheep 
with Jacinta and Lucia 
before he got ill, he would 
often go apart from them 
to think over what the Lady 
had told them and to pray 
as she had asked. He soon 
became quite devoted to 
the rosary and ran its beads 
through his fingers continuously. As the influenza took its 
toll on his strength, he was seen to walk very slowly on the 
way to school for fear that headache pain might cause 
him to fall. But he refused to stay home. Instead, while 
the others went on to school, Francisco stopped at the 
church and stayed to pray before the tabernacle for the 
intentions people entrusted to him. He lived his final 
months with a view to his upcoming death. When it 
came, his last   words were these:  “Mother, look at that 
lovely light by the door!” 
  Like her brother, seven-year-old Jacinta willingly 
accepted the Lady’s invitation to suffer for sinners. And 
people gave her occasions aplenty to do so:  skeptics 
mocked her; neighbors insulted her as a liar and a fraud. 
As her fame spread beyond Fatima, an exhaustingly long 
line of visitors came to interrogate her, including priests 
who disbelieved her account of the apparitions. With 
patience beyond her years, the little girl uncomplainingly 
paid the price of unsought notoriety.   
  Jacinta contracted influenza in October 1918, before 
Francisco did, but she outlived him by nearly a year. 

During that time Our Lady appeared to her repeatedly to 
prepare her for the ordeal she willingly accepted to 
undergo for the conversion of sinners. Thus did Jacinta 
learn in advance of her forthcoming hospitalizations—the 
first for two months in nearby Ourem to treat bronchial 
pneumonia and an abscess; the second for tuberculosis in 
a hospital too far away to visit the little visionary whose 
greatest fear was being left by herself. As she told Lucia, 
Our Lady revealed “that I am going to Lisbon, . . . that I 
will not see you again, nor my parents either, and after 
suffering a great deal, I shall die alone.” And so it 
happened.  
  In the short lives of St. Francisco and St. Jacinta we 
who have lived longer can find much to take to heart in 
imitation. The Lady clothed in white showed them how 
to make a gift of their dying so that those dead in sin 
might come to life in her Son. If we follow the path of 
their child-like confidence in the Mother of God, perhaps 
she will lead us to do the same.  
 
 

Pensamientos Del Camino  

Obispo Liam Cary 
 

El Camino a la Santidad  
de los Santos de Fátima  

    
 En su aparición a los niños de Fátima el 13 de Junio 
de 1917, Nuestra Señora les dijo que ella regresaría 
pronto a llevarse a Francisco y Jacinta al cielo. Francisco 
fue el primero; él murió el 4 de Abril de 1919, una de las 
veinte millones de víctimas de la epidemia mundial de 
influenza al cierre de la Primera Guerra Mundial. Jacinta 
fue otra; y la misma enfermedad le quitó la vida el 20 de 
Febrero de 1920. 

Francisco veía su enfermedad como una oportunidad 
dada por Dios para ofrecer sacrificio continuo por 
pecadores, como la Señora vestida de blanco lo había 
animado a hacer. A sus nueve años, las apariciones 
habían despertado en él un fuerte deseo de soledad y 
oración. Atendiendo las ovejas junto con Jacinta y Lucía 
antes de que se enfermara, él a menudo se apartaba de 
ellas para pensar en lo que la Señora les había dicho y 
para orar como ella se lo había pedido. Él pronto se 
dedicó al rosario y pasaba las cuentas del rosario a través 
de sus dedos continuamente. A medida que la influenza 
afectaba sus fuerzas, se le veía caminar muy despacio hacia 
la escuela por temor de que el dolor de cabeza le causara 
que cayera. Pero él se negaba a quedarse en casa. En 
cambio, mientras los demás se iban a la escuela, Francisco 
se detenía en la Iglesia y se quedaba orando frente al 
tabernáculo por las intenciones que las personas le habían 
confiado. Él vivió sus últimos meses con vistas a su 

Lúcia Santos (left) with  
her cousins Jacinta and 
Francisco Marto, 1917 



Bishop Cary’s Schedule: 
  

July 16  9:00 AM and 12:00 PM Mass 
   6:30 PM Spanish Harvest Mass 
   St. Peter Church, The Dalles 
  
 

July 21       5 PM - 7:30 PM    
   Upper Elementary Camp 
   Diocesan Retreat Center 
  
 

July 23           7:30 AM  Mass 
   Upper Elementary Camp 
   Diocesan Retreat Center 
  
 

July 23          1:00 PM Latin Mass 
   Historic St Francis of Assisi, Bend 
  
 

July 26-30 Napa Institute Conference,  
   Napa Valley, California 

próxima muerte. Cuando por fin llegó la hora, sus 
últimas palabras fueron estas: “¡Madre, mira esa hermosa 
luz por la puerta!” 

Igual como su hermano, Jacinta de siete años aceptó 
voluntariamente la invitación de la Señora a sufrir por los 
pecadores. Y la gente le daba muchas oportunidades para 
hacerlo: los escépticos se burlaban de ella; sus vecinos la 
insultaron como mentirosa y como fraude. Al extender  
su fama fuera de Fátima, una agotadora y larga línea de 
visitantes venían para interrogarla, incluyendo sacerdotes 
que no creían su relato sobre las apariciones. Con 
paciencia más allá de sus años, la niña pagó sin quejarse el 
precio de la notariedad no deseada. 

Jacinta se contagió con la influenza en Octubre de 
1918, antes que Francisco, pero ella lo sobrevivió por casi 
un año. Durante ese tiempo, Nuestra Señora se le 
apareció a ella repetidas veces para prepararla para la 
prueba que voluntariamente aceptó: ofrecer su muerte 
para la conversión de los pecadores. Así Jacinta se enteró 
de antemano de sus próximas hospitalizaciones—la 
primera por dos meses en Ourem cercano, para tratar una 
neumonía bronquial y un absceso; la segunda por la 
tuberculosis en un hospital demasiado lejano para visitar 
a la pequeña visionaria cuyo mayor temor estaba siendo 
abandonado por ella misma. Como ella le dijo a Lucía, 
Nuestra Señora reveló “que me voy a Lisboa, . . . que ya 
no te volveré a ver, ni tampoco a mis padres, y después de 
sufrir mucho, moriré sola”. Y así sucedió. 

En las cortas vidas de San Francisco y Santa Jacinta, 
nosotros quienes hemos vivido más, podemos encontrar 
mucho que tomar en serio en imitación. La Señora 
vestida de blanco les enseñó a ellos hacer un don de su 
muerte para que los que han muerto en el pecado 
pudieran revivir en su Hijo. Si seguimos el camino de su 
confianza de niños en la Madre de Dios, tal vez ella nos 
lleve a nosotros a hacer lo mismo. 

Celebrating Our Lady of Fatima  
in the Baker Diocese    

 

 Bishop Cary invites you to participate in the diocesan 
celebration of the 100th Anniversary of the apparition of 
the Blessed Virgin Mary to three shepherd children in 
Fatima, Portugal in 1917. In August the International 
Pilgrim Statue of Our Lady of Fatima will be carried to 
three locations in our diocese:   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
      

  

Our Lady of Fatima calls us still to pray and sacrifice   for 
an end to wars, and for blessings on our country, our 
diocese, and our families. Bishop Cary hopes that you       
will come with your families and friends to pay respect to   
her statue.  
 Information and schedules can be found on the 
diocesan website at http://dioceseofbaker.org/fatima.htm .   
 You may also contact Judith Newport at (541) 923-
6946 or email jrgn32640@gmail.com . 

August 3rd:  St. Peter’s Church in 
The Dalles 
   

August 7th:  St. Thomas the Apostle 
Church in Redmond  
   

August 8th:  Sacred Heart Church  
in Klamath Falls 

The Traditional Latin Mass in Bend 
      The Extraordinary Form (Latin) Mass is offered  
every other Sunday at 1:00 PM at St. Francis of Assisi 
Historic Church.  All Masses are sung Masses. 
       Father Szymakowski will hear confessions after Mass 
upon request.  
 
  July 23   Novus Ordo in Latin celebrated by Bishop Cary 
  August 6      High Mass celebrated by Rev. Andrew Szymakowski 

  August 20    Novus Ordo in Latin celebrated by Bishop Cary  

      

      If you would like to be added to a Mass schedule 
notification email list, please send your request to 
johncdriscoll1068@gmail.com and if you are interested in 
being an Altar Server or singing in the schola, please 
contact Stephanie Swee at swee0574@gmail.com . 

http://dioceseofbaker.org/fatima.htm
mailto:jrgn32640@gmail.com
mailto:johncdriscoll1068@gmail.com
mailto:swee0574@gmail.com


St. Edward the Martyr High Tea Event 
 The Church of St. Edward the Matryr held its annual 
High Tea on Saturday, May 13th. In it’s 17th year, this 
lovely event, featuring a high tea inspired luncheon and 
fashion show, is well attended by folks, not only from the 
parish, but from the Sister’s community, and other 
Central Oregon parishes.  
 The ladies of the parish sponsor tables and bring 
settings from home to decorate their table in a variety of 
styles, but often with family heirloom china, linens       
and collectibles. They are served by the male parishioners. 
Along with the tea is a popular raffle, which contributes to 
the proceeds of the tea, used toward religious education, 
and the upkeep of St. Winefred’s garden located on the 
grounds of St. Edward parish. In the last few years, 
donations have also been made to non-profits in the 
Sister’s community, including Family Action Network, 
and the Kiwanis Food Bank.     — Written by Shirley Gilles 

 

Celebrating 100 years! 
  On April 5, 1917, on a small farm 
in Fort Benton, Montana, a baby girl was 
born, the second of seven children.  
Harney County knows her as Margaret 
Russell and she celebrated her 100th 
birthday on Saturday, April 8th with 
many family members and friends. 
 Margaret shared some of her earliest 
recollections. As a young child, she 

followed her older sister to school one day and was sent 
home to wash her face. After moving to Burke, Idaho, a 
small mining town, she relates, “We had to walk across a 
weak water system to get to school. The water was barely 
above our shoes, but I was afraid to walk across the big 
board that lay across it because it was wobbly. The river was 
known as Lead Creek and we were advised not to wade 
through because of the lead tailings.” Margaret’s family 
moved around quite a bit because of her father’s work.   
“He worked in the woods in the winter and from mine to 
mine during the other seasons. He kept the family going 
that way. We wouldn’t see him all winter, except at 
Christmastime, he’d come with lots of packages for us. I 
can’t forget that.” 
  In 1938, Margaret married Robert Russell and that 
union lasted 62 years until Robert passed away. The couple 
was blessed with three daughters and a son. They moved to 

Burns in 1954 where Robert signed on at the lumber mill. 
Margaret worked as a nurse’s aide at the hospital eventually 
becoming a delivery nurse. In 1983, Margaret and Robert 
joined Holy Family Catholic Church. When her husband 
passed in 1999, Margaret moved in with a daughter. Then, 
at age 92, she opted for The Aspens retirement home and 
has continued to receive the sacraments from Eucharistic 
ministers and Father Stan Strzyz. 
                                  — original article written by Randy Parks  

Photos courtesy of In His Image Photography by Ruthie Miller 


