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Thoughts Along the Way
Bishop Liam Cary

“A Priest Forever”

Homily from the Ordination of Father Victor Mena,
St. Francis of Assisi, Bend, 29 June 2017

In our diocesan prayer for vocations, Deacon Victor,
we have asked the Father to “call forth” in the Holy Spirit
“priests to bring comfort to the afflicted, pardon to the
sinner, and peace to the dying.”

Today, before our eyes, our prayer is answered. In a
few minutes I will ask God to confer on you “the dignity
of the priesthood . . . that comes from the Apostles.”
Let’s look ahead for a minute to the drama that is about
to unfold.

It begins with prostration. As the rest of us kneel
before God, you alone will lie face down before Him in a
posture of complete surrender. As we raise our voices in
Litany to the saints above, you lower yourself, rendering
yourself defenseless against any claim which God’s Holy
Will may make upon your future.

Your wordless gesture will “speak” to us who witness
it: it will tell us that you hold back nothing from the God
Who has given you everything—the same God Whom you
trust to give you much more to come.

Then, suddenly, our singing will cease as you step
into a moment you will remember for the rest of your life.
You will kneel before me, an unworthy successor to the
Apostles whom Jesus made priests at the Last Supper. 1
will lay my hands upon your head in silence as the Holy
Spirit descends to make you a priest forever.

Then 1 will step back as all the priests present step
forward to impose their hands on you too. Thus will they
impress upon you—and upon all of us—your acceptance
into the Brotherhood of the Breaking of the Bread.

Next your fellow priests will clothe you with priestly
garments. No one else but a priest wears a chasuble, and
he wears it only to celebrate Mass. So this beautiful
vestment is a powerful marker, Deacon Victor: when you
put it on, people see you differently. Dressed in this
peculiar fashion, you unmistakably identify yourself with
the great High Priest Jesus Christ, Who laid down His life
in the Sacrifice of the Cross.

But your public clothing here today “says” something
more. [t “tells” us that you intend the life you live from
this day forth to be publicly recognizable as the life of a
priest of Jesus Christ. Therefore, whoever recognizes
you for who you are can call upon you for what you have to
give—namely, that ministry of grace which only priests
can offer.

To a great extent the exercise of that ministry will be

the work of your hands. For time after time you will
extend your hands over bread and wine to call down
upon them the life-giving power of the Holy Spirit. Time
after time you will extend your hands over sinners to
bring them forgiveness and peace. Time after time your
hand will trace over the forehead of the dying the oil of
the sick in the form of the Cross.

Therefore, Deacon Victor, the Church commissions
me to anoint your hands this day with the sacred chrism of
the Holy Spirit, so that you may truly take the Body of
Jesus in hand whenever you speak those sacred words of
His that bring the Living Bread down from heaven for
you to hand over to your brothers and sisters in
Communion.

The Church in the Diocese of Baker has prayed
fervently for you, Deacon Victor, and with your
ordination today our prayer has been answered—but not
completely. For we have been praying not just for your
ordination but for your vocation. And your vocation to the
priesthood does not terminate with ordination. It is a
work still in progress until the last breath you take.

So our prayer for vocations will continue to be
answered every time you “sympathize with our weakness
and deal gently with the wayward,” every time you give us
“confidence to draw near to the font of Mercy and find
grace in time of need.”

Yes, we will go on praying for your vocation, Deacon
Victor; for we know the Lord will never cease to call you
to be more and more the priest you are about to become.

Pensamientos Del Camino
Obispo Liam Cary

“Sacerdote Para Siempre”

La homilia de la Ordenacién del Padre Victor Mena,
Iglesia de San Francisco, Bend, 29 de junio 2017.

En nuestra oracion diocesana por las vocaciones,
Diacono Victor, hemos pedido al Padre llamar por el
impulso del Espiritu Santo ‘sacerdotes que den consuelo a
los afligidos, perdon a los pecadores, y paz a los
moribundos’.

Hoy, ante nuestros ojos, nuestra oracién es
contestada. Dentro de unos minutos rogaré a Dios que te
conceda “la dignidad del sacerdocio . . . que viene de los
Apostoles”. Mirémonos por un minuto el drama que esta
por desarrollarse en el Rito de la Ordenacion.

Comienza con postracion. Mientras el resto de
nosotros nos arrodillamos delante de Dios, solo tu te
postraras boca abajo ante El en una postura de entrega
completa. Al elevar nuestras voces en Letania a los santos
de arriba, tu te rebajas a ti mismo, indefenso ante



cualquier demanda que la Santa Voluntad de Dios pueda
hacer sobre tu futuro. Tu gesto de impotencia nos
“hablara” a nosotros que lo testificamos: nos dird que no
retienes nada del Dios que te ha dado todo—el mismo
Dios en quien confias que te dara mucho mas aun.

Entonces, de repente, nuestro canto cesara mientras
tu entras en un momento que recordaras por el resto de tu
vida. Te arrodillards ante mi, un indigno sucesor de los
Apostoles que Jests hizo sacerdotes en la Ultima Cena.
Pondré mis manos sobre tu cabeza en silencio para que el
Espiritu Santo descienda, haciéndote sacerdote para
siempre. Luego me hare a un lado para que todos los
sacerdotes presentes se adelanten para imponerte las
manos también, sobresaltando en ti y en todos nosotros tu
aceptacion en la Fraternidad de la Fraccion del Pan.

Luego tus hermanos sacerdotes te vestirdn con ropas
sacerdotales. Nadie mas que un sacerdote lleva una casulla,
y la usa solo para celebrar la Misa. Asi que esta bella
vestimenta es un poderoso marcador, Diacono Victor:
cuando te lo pones, la gente te ve de manera diferente.
Vestido de esta manera peculiar, sin duda ninguna te
identificas con el Gran Sumo Sacerdote Jesucristo, que dio
su vida en el Sacrificio de la Cruz.

Pero tu ropa publica hoy nos “habla” aun otra
leccion mas. Nos dice que vas a vivir una vida
publicamente reconocible como la vida de un sacerdote de
Jesucristo. Por lo tanto, quien te reconoce por quien eres
también puede invocarte para lo que tienes que dar—es
decir, ese ministerio de gracia que solo los sacerdotes
pueden ofrecer. Continued —>

En gran medida, el ejercicio de este ministerio sera
obra de tus manos, Diacono Victor. Tiempo tras tiempo
extenderds tus manos sobre el pan y el vino para invocar
sobre ellos el poder vivificante del Espiritu Santo. Tiempo
tras tiempo extenderas tus manos sobre los pecadores para
traerles perdon y paz. Tiempo tras tiempo tu mano trazara
sobre la frente del moribundo el aceite de los enfermos en
forma de Cruz.

Por lo tanto, Diacono Victor, la Iglesia me ordena
ungir tus manos este dia con el sagrado crisma del Espiritu
Santo, para que verdaderamente tomes el Cuerpo de Jests
en tus manos cada vez que pronuncies aquellas sagradas
palabras que traen el Pan Vivo del Cielo para que tu lo
entregues a tus hermanos y hermanas en la Comunién.

La Iglesia en la Didcesis de Baker ha orado
fervientemente por ti, Didcono Victor, y con tu
ordenacion hoy nuestra oracion ha tenido respuesta. Pero
la respuesta todavia no es completa. Porque estabamos
orando no solo por tu ordenacion, sino por tu vocacion. Y
tu vocacion al sacerdocio no termina en la ordenacidn;
sera una obra en progreso hasta tu ultimo respiro.

Asi que nuestra oracion por las vocaciones
continuara siendo contestada cada vez que compadeces
nuestra debilidad y te muestras comprensivo con los
extraviados, cada vez que nos das “confianza para
acercarnos a la fuente de la Misericordia y encontrar gracia
en tiempo de necesidad”.

Si, seguiremos orando por tu vocacién, Didcono
Victor. Porque sabemos que el Sefior nunca dejara de
llamarte a ser cada vez mas el sacerdote que pronto vas
a hacerte.

The Traditional Latin Mass in Bend

The Extraordinary Form (Latin) Mass is offered every
other Sunday at 1:00 PM at St. Francis of Assisi Historic
Church. All Masses are sung Masses.

Father Szymakowski will hear confessions after Mass
upon request.

August 6
August 20

High Mass celebrated by Rev. Father Boyle
Mass Cancelled

Bishop Cary’s Schedule:
August 3-10

Vacation

August 11-12

Symposium, Diocesan Retreat Center

August 13 Knights of the Holy Sepulchre,

Day of Reflection, Beaverton, Oregon

NTENNIAL
JR FOR PEACE

Bishop Cary invites you to
participate in the diocesan celebration
of the 100th Anniversary of the
apparition of the Blessed Virgin Mary to
three shepherd children in Fatima,
Portugal in 1917. In August the
International Pilgrim Statue of Our
Lady of Fatima will be carried to three
locations in our diocese: St. Peter’s in The Dalles August
2-3, St. Thomas in Redmond August 7-8, and Sacred
Heart in Klamath Falls August 8-9.

Celebrating Our Lady of Fatima in the Baker Diocese

Information and schedules are available on the
diocesan website at http://dioceseofbaker.org/fatima.htm .

Our Lady of Fatima calls us still to pray and sacrifice
for an end to wars, and for blessings on our country, our
diocese, and our families. Bishop Cary hopes that you
will come with your families and friends to pay respect to
her statue.

You may also contact Judith Newport at (541) 923-
6946, (541) 604-6034 or email jrgn32640@gmail.com .
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REVEREND VICTOR MANUEL MENA MARTINEZ

Father Mena is assigned to St. Francis of Assisi parish in Bend as Parochial Vicar.
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