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T H E  
News of the Diocese of Baker 

BLESSED SACRAMENT, ONTARIO 
 Blessed Sacrament parish joyfully celebrated the 
Confirmation of 60 of their members with a beautiful 
celebration by Bishop Liam Cary and Father Roger 
Fernando. The joyful occasion was very well attended and 
we  welcomed  the confirmandi  with a reception after the 
Mass celebration. 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Blessed Sacrament also celebrated First Holy 
Communion for 50 children with the community and 
families. The First Communicants were consecrated to 
the care of Mother Mary. These celebrations bring us to 
the end of the 2017-18 Religious Education year as our 
faith journey continues with June Vacation Bible School. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 

— Angelica Corona, Director of Religious Education   
and Hispanic Ministry  

BISHOP CARY TO ORDAIN  
SEMINARIAN STEPHEN GARZA  

TO THE TRANSITIONAL DIACONATE  
 

   Bishop Cary invites you to attend the 
Ordination to the Diaconate of Stephen 
Garza at Our Lady of Angels Church in 
Hermiston on Thursday, June 28, 2018, at 
7:00 PM.       
       Over the course of time, the Order of 

Deacon in the Latin Church evolved from a permanent 
state into a transitional period prior to ordination to the 
Priesthood, hence the distinction between a permanent 
deacon and a transitional deacon. The Second Vatican 
Council restored the permanent diaconate. 
 Ordination as a transitional deacon occurs in the final 
stages of theological studies and is the last major step 
before ordination to the priesthood, which usually follows 
within a year. Diaconate ordination usually takes place 
where the new deacon will serve for a short time before 
being ordained to the priesthood. Stephen’s formal title 
after June 28 will be “Reverend Mister” because he is in 
formal transition to priestly ordination. During the 
ordination rite, Stephen’s brother deacons will welcome 
him into their number.  
  Transitional Deacons are given authority to baptize,   
to witness marriages, and to preach the Gospel. Unlike a 
priest, deacons cannot absolve sins, offer Mass, consecrate 
the Holy Eucharist, or administer the Sacraments of the 
Anointing of the Sick and Confirmation.  

ST. MARY, PENDLETON 
 Sunday, April 15th eight youth 
at St. Mary’s Parish received Jesus for 
the first time in the Sacrament of 
Holy Communion. Family and 
friends joined them during the 10:00 
Mass to help them celebrate this 
momentous day. The day before, the 
students had received the Sacrament 
of Penance, in preparation for the 
next day. The Mass was celebrated by 
Father Kumar Udagandla with the assistance of Deacon 
Omar Torres. There was a reception following in the 
parish hall with cake and punch. It was a great weekend 
for these youths.        — Terry Case, 2nd Grade CCD Teacher  



Thoughts Along the Way 
Bishop Liam Cary  

  

Retrouvaille   
 

 
  Twenty years ago a man called to tell me his marriage 
had fallen into ruin. His wife had grown unreachably 
distant and wandered into adultery. There seemed to be 
no way the two of them could recover lost ground and go 
on together. But he clung to one last straw of hope:  she 
agreed to go with him to a weekend program for couples 
who had lost their way. It was called Retrouvaille—French 
for “re-discovery.” 
  I never learned exactly what happened, but they came 
home transformed. Somehow Retrouvaille showed them 
how to start over as husband and wife, and these many 
years later they’re together still. 
  I understood why when I made a Retrouvaille 
weekend as an observer myself. Before my eyes, couples 
bowed down by years of indifference, contempt, rejection, 
and betrayal reached deep within the ruins of their 
relationship and found the courage to stand up together 
and come to grips with their brokenness. They gave each 
other strength they didn’t dream they had to re-discover 
each other and make their marriage whole again and new. 
  Briefly, this is how it works. With the 
accompaniment of a priest (a continual reminder of the 
Christian foundation of all that takes place), three 
married couples “host” the Retrouvaille weekend. Each 
couple tells the story of the disappointment, pain, anger, 
and conflict that brought their marriage to the brink. 
Then they recount their long struggle against all odds to 
reconcile and heal. Never have I heard such convincing 
testimony that “With God all things are possible.” I could 
feel the thought dawn on couples listening with me that 
their problems were not unique, that they were not alone, 
that maybe, just maybe, they too could find a way back to 
the beginning. As one participant put it, “I had to hear 
someone else survived what we are experiencing.” 
  They had plenty of time during the weekend to 
search for the root cause of their marital troubles. After 
each presentation everyone went back to their rooms to 
reflect on what had been said and set down what they 
came up with in a letter to be written in no more than ten 
minutes. After exchanging the letters and reading them 
carefully, the couple then spent ten minutes in dialogue 
about what they had written. At no time were they asked 
to reveal to others the problems that had brought them   
to Retrouvaille.  
 My experience has given me great confidence in 
recommending Retrouvaille to couples whose marriage is 
tearing them apart. If you’re on the verge of separation or 
divorce, I urge you to look into upcoming Retrouvaille 

weekends publicized in your parish bulletin or in the 
Chronicle. It may be a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity for 
the two of you to re-discover the love that first drew you 
together and learn to live it anew. 
 
 
 

Pensamientos Del Camino 

 Obispo Liam Cary 
 

Retrouvaille   
 

  Hace veinte años un hombre llamó para decirme que 
su matrimonio se había caído en la ruina. Su esposa se 
había vuelto inalcanzable y se extravió en adulterio. 
Parecía que no había forma de que los dos pudieran 
recuperar el terreno perdido y seguir juntos. Pero se 
aferró al colmo de esperanza: ella aceptó ir con él a un 
programa de fin de semana para parejas que habían 
perdido el rumbo. Se llamaba Retrouvaille—en Francés 
significa “redescubrimiento”. 
  Nunca aprendí exactamente lo que sucedió, pero 
ellos regresaron transformados. De algún modo 
Retrouvaille les enseñó comenzar de nuevo como marido 
y mujer, y estos muchos años después siguen juntos. 
  Entendí el porqué cuando yo mismo participé en un 
fin de semana de Retrouvaille como observador. Ante mis 
ojos, parejas abrumadas de años de indiferencia, de 
desprecio, de rechazo, y de traición se adentraron en las 
ruinas de su relación y encontraron el valor para pararse 
juntos y enfrentar su quebranto. Se dieron fuerza el uno 
al otro que no soñaban que tenían para redescubrirse y 
establecer su matrimonio en tierra nueva.  
  En breve, así es como trabaja. Con el 
acompañamiento de un sacerdote (un continuo 
recordatorio de la base Cristiana de todo lo que ocurre, 
tres parejas casadas son los “anfitriones” de un fin de 
semana de Retrouvaille. Cada pareja cuenta la historia de 
la decepción, el dolor, la ira, y el conflicto que llevaron su 
matrimonio al borde. Luego cuentan su larga lucha 
contra todo pronóstico para reconciliarse y sanar. Nunca 
he escuchado un testimonio tan convincente de que “con 
Dios todo es posible”. Las otras parejas empezaron a darse 
cuenta que sus problemas no eran únicos, que no estaban 
solos, que tal vez, solo tal vez, ellos también podrían 
encontrar un camino de regreso al principio. Como dijo 
uno de los participantes, “Tuve que escuchar que alguien 
más sobrevivió lo que estamos experimentando nosotros”. 
  Ellos tuvieron suficiente tiempo durante el fin de 
semana para buscar la causa raíz de sus problemas 
maritales. Después de cada presentación, todos se fueron 
a la privacidad de sus cuartos, donde reflexionaron sobre 
lo que se dijo. En no más de diez minutos cada uno 
escribió una carta  y se la presentó a su esposo/a. Después 



BISHOP CARY’S SCHEDULE   
June 17 11:00 AM Confirmation, Boardman 
  

June 20 3:00 PM, Legacy of Faith Foundation Meeting   
  

June 22 5:30 PM, NW Catholic Women’s Conference, 
  Diocesan Retreat Center 
 

June 23 5:00 PM, NW Catholic Women’s Conference  
 

June 28   7:00 PM, Stephen Garza Deaconate Ordination, 
 Hermiston 
 

June 30 5:30 PM Mass, Enterprise 
 

July 1 8:00 AM Mass, Wallowa 
 10:30 AM Mass & 12:00 PM Parish Conference  
  Looking Back at the Reformation, Enterprise 

de leerlas cuidadosamente, la pareja luego pasa diez 
minutos en diálogo sobre lo que habían escrito. En 
ningún momento se les pidió que revelaran a otros los 
problemas que los habían traído a Retrouvaille. 
  Mi experiencia me ha dado una gran confianza      
para recomendar Retrouvaille a parejas cuyo matrimonio 
los está destrozando. Si ustedes están a punto de separarse 
o divorciarse, les recomiendo a que investiguen los 
próximos fines de semana de Retrouvaille publicados en 
su boletín parroquial o en la Crónica. Puede ser una 
oportunidad única en la vida para que ustedes dos 
redescubran el amor que primero los unió y aprendan a 
vivirlo de nuevo. 

ST. FRANCIS DE SALES CATHEDRAL 
 The SPRING FIESTA fundraiser for the Cathedral’s 
new roof was a huge success. Our goal was $10,000 and 
we raised over $12,000. We are now at 84% of our      
goal of $300,000.  
 El Erradero Mexican Restaurant donated and 
provided the food as well as wonderful service. Members 
of the parish and local businesses generously donated 
items for our live and silent auctions. There were many 
beautiful items to bid on such as a hand-crafted birds eye 
maple vase by Tom Norton, and prints by local artist 
Terri Axness, to mention a couple. There were so many 
lovely donations it is impossible to list them all.  
 Thanks to all who helped make our fundraiser 
successful.       
 

33 DAYS TO MORNING GLORY 
 

 Ten women from St. Francis de Sales 
Parish completed “33 Days to Morning 
Glory” and consecrated themselves to 
Jesus through Mary, at the Sunday Mass 
on May 6th.   
 “33 Days to Morning Glory” is a Do-
It-Yourself Retreat in Preparation for 

Marian Consecration by Father Michael E. Gaitley, MIC.  
Father Gaitley is director of Evangelization for the Marian 
Fathers of the Immaculate Conception and director of 
Formation for the Marian Missionaries of Divine Mercy.   
 Although it is customary to make retreats on one’s 
own, this group found it effective to meet for weekly 
prayer, discussion, and to watch the video. (If you would 
like to view the video, it can be found on Formed.org). 
 

— Ann Kniesel, Director of Religious Education 

THE TRADITIONAL LATIN MASS IN BEND 
 The Extraordinary Form (Latin) Mass is offered at 
1:00 PM every 2nd and 4th Sunday of the month at Saint 
Francis of Assisi Historic Church.  
 The next EF Masses will be June 24, July 8 and July 
22.  Confessions are available prior to Mass from 12:15 
PM to 12:45 PM The Church’s front doors are unlocked 
at 12:00 p.m. 
 If you would like to be added to a Mass schedule 
notification email list, please send your request to 
johncdriscoll1068@gmail.com and if you are interested in 
being an Altar Server or singing in the schola, please 
contact Stephanie Swee at swee0574@gmail.com .  

SCHOENSTATT CATHOLIC GIRLS  
SUMMER YOUTH CAMPS 

 
June 25—27 for girls aged 8—12    

June 29—July 1 for young women aged 13 and up 
 

Held at St. Andrew’s Mission, Pendleton     Cost: $40 
For information or to request a registration form 

call or email Deanna Leonard (541) 667-8537 
mdfarms@eotnet.net 

 
 Schoenstatt is a Catholic lay movement that strives to 
live the Gospel of Jesus Christ through the example and 
guidance of Mary, Mother of God. 
 The objective of Schoenstatt’s work with girls youth are 
the education and formation of girls according to the God 
willed image of womanhood as reflected in Mary, and the 
deepening of the truths of our Catholic faith, as well as the 
fostering of prayer and the spiritual life through 
Schoenstatt’s spirituality. 

A gathering of Catholic Women  
to celebrate faith and friendship.  

  

Cost of the Conference is $60  
Reservations can be made online at: www.nwcwomen.com.  

 

mailto:johndriscoll1068@gmail.com
mailto:swee0574@gmail.com
mailto:mdfarms@eotnet.net
http://www.nwcwomen.com


ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI, MILTON FREEWATER  
 Thank you to our many wonderful volunteers who 
transformed St. Francis of Assisi Church in only two 
weeks of renovation! It was an amazing process to see that 
all the pews and carpet could be removed in less than an 
hour. Our community raised all the funds in record time 
and we are very happy with the outcome.  
     —Martha Jiminez, Parish Secretary 

Camp Joshua 2018  
        Each Spring break, Oregon 
Right to Life (ORTL) puts on      
a four-day camp near Salem, 
Oregon, to train the next 
generation of pro-life leaders.  
 This past March, along with 
approximately 20 other teenagers 

and young adults, we had the wonderful opportunity to 
attend “Camp Joshua.” When we arrived early Sunday 
afternoon, we quickly stowed our belongings and settled in 
to study embryology with a biology professor from Linfield 
College. Our primary reference was, The Developing Human:  
Clinically Oriented Embryology, by Keith Moore, et. al., 
Amazing! The heart is beating by day 21 or 22 after 
conception! Brain waves can be detected by week 6! But 
then, we were confronted with the “The ABC’s of 
Abortion”...specific abortion procedures used for each of 
the developmental stages we had just learned about: the 
reality of abortion in cold hard facts. Our next course 

examined physician-assisted suicide, presented by a doctor 
from Physicians for Compassionate Care Education 
Foundation.  We learned about the complexity of pain and 
suffering and that there are always options besides suicide. 
Over the next several days, we studied the political process, 
the history of the 1973 Supreme Court decision Roe V. 
Wade, stem-cell research, and cloning. It was mind-blowing! 

Our time was not all consumed by classes, however, as   
we also had a cake decorating contest, free time with 
opportunities to go to the gym, games, a movie night, and 
many dynamic conversations during meals. To get a feel 
for the legislative process and how a bill is passed, we split 
into teams and held boisterous debates for the passage of a 
pro-life bill. It all clicked when we took a tour of the State 
Capitol, Oregon’s Supreme Court and lunched with pro-
life state senators and congressman.   

One of the most memorable activities involved 
traveling to downtown Portland. In teams of two we 
surveyed passersby about their views on abortion. We 
didn’t judge; we simply opened the conversation to life. 
Another memorable moment was when our group had the 
chance to tour Hope Pregnancy Clinic in Salem. After   
days of delving into some hefty topics, our spirits lifted      
as we walked into its hope-filled environment. It was 
tremendously encouraging to see so many volunteers from 
all walks of life dedicated to helping mothers in need. 

We left the Camp Joshua invigorated and committed 
to affirming the dignity of life in all its stages.  Everyone 
can do something, or as Mother Teresa once said, “Not all 
of us can do great things, but we can all do small things 
with great love.”  We ask that you consider the talents and 
abilities God gave you. Here are a few suggestions: PRAY, 
encourage, volunteer, contact your legislators, educate 
yourself and others, attend pro-life rallies and seminars, 
invite your friends to join you, donate, speak up, speak 
out, but most of all speak the Truth with love and 
compassion.  Choose life! 

We highly recommend any young adult, ages 16-21, to 
attend Camp Joshua next spring. If interested, contact 
Oregon Right to Life (ortl.org) for more information. You 
will expand your knowledge of the many pro-life issues  
and develop friendships with others passionate about 
transforming a culture of death into a culture of life.   

Anna and JoAnna are parishioners at Our Lady of 
Angels in Hermiston. They were guest speakers at the 
Youth and Young Adult Rally, Blessed To Be A Blessing in 
Pendleton on June 9th. 

 

Anna Klein JoAnna Pihl 


