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T H E  
News of the Diocese of Baker 

ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI PARISH TO BUILD 
CONVENT FOR SALESIAN SISTERS 

 

   Construction began at the site of the new St. Francis 
of Assisi Catholic Church parish convent home with        
a groundbreaking ceremony on May 27th. Many 
parishioners were in attendance as Father Jose Thomas 
Mudakodiyil and Father Victor Meña blessed the site and 
broke ground with Building Committee members Dennis 
Murphy of Hayden Homes, Dan McLean of Tri-County 
Paving, Crystal Mooney, St. Francis School Principal and 
Kevin Link of SunWest Builders. (Committee members 
not present were John Schimmoller of Re/Max Properties, 
Matt Cohen of CS Construction Co., and Peter Baer of 
Pinnacle Architecture.)   

   

  The home will be the residence of the Salesian Sisters 
of St. John Bosco, who will be arriving from Texas to 
teach in the St. Francis School beginning this fall.  
 The Western Providence of the Salesian Sisters, or 
Daughters of Mary Help of Christians, is a teaching order 
of nuns whose ministries include early childhood, 
elementary and secondary education.  
 Pastor Father Jose Thomas planted at the site of 
foundation a medal of Mary Help of Christians, under 
whose patronage St. John Bosco founded this religious 
order with St. Mary Mozzarello as its co-foundress.  
 We are excited and looking forward to the Salesian 
Sisters of St. John Bosco (officially known as Daughters of 
Mary Help of Christians – FMA) joining us starting school 
year 2018-19.  —Submitted by Peg Moore, Administrative Assistant 

photos by Emily McLean 

 



Thoughts Along the Way 
Bishop Liam Cary  

  

The Witness of Woman 
  
 

This column is a longer version of a letter I wrote in November  
of last year to a number of superiors of women’s religious orders  

in the United States.   (The sisters’ names have been altered.) 
 

 “As you know, Sister Magdalene, I asked Sister Maria 
Teresa about the possibility of obtaining sisters of your 
order to teach in our Catholic grade school in Bend. Her 
reply did not surprise me in the least. Because the Lord 
has blessed your order with many vocations to religious 
life, requests from bishops like me make their way to your 
‘in’ box every day of the year. It’s impossible to turn out 
sisters fast enough to meet the ever-growing need for their 
witness and work. Therefore, since the wait for a ‘yes’ will 
very likely be long, Sister advised me get in line now and 
be prepared to wait.”  
 “That’s what I hope to do with this letter, Sister 
Magdalena: secure a place in line with my brother 
bishops. Specifically, I write to endorse the enclosed 
petition of Father Jose Thomas Mudakodiyil, pastor of 
the largest parish in our small diocese, and one of only 
four parishes to have a Catholic school. He explains his 
needs and hopes well.” 
  “Let me add a word about hopes of my own.  I was 
raised here in Central Oregon, and in the ‘50s and ‘60s    
it was not uncommon to see religious sisters in habit  
serving the small parishes of the Diocese of Baker. In     
the past fifty years, though, their numbers have drastically 
decreased. Only two parishes (Bend and Ontario) 
currently have more than one sister in service. The Sisters 
of Mary of Kakamega who work there come from Kenya, 
and they are a blessing of God for us. Moved by their 
example of joyous dedication, I have hoped and prayed 
that we might attract religious sisters from within the U.S. 
to add to their number.”  
  “For if we are to gain a hearing for the Gospel here 
in secular Oregon, we need the irreplaceable witness of 
women who have left everything to follow Christ and 
have consecrated their lives to the service of His Church.”  

“I speak from deep personal experience. All my life 
long, religious sisters—teachers, friends, co-workers—have 
played a formative part in leading me to know and      
love the Son of Mary. Everywhere I’ve been, women 
consecrated to Christ have helped me find and follow the 
path God laid down for my life. Having been so decisively 
influenced by their care and good example, I have hoped 
since I became bishop to make it possible for our young 
people (and their parents and grandparents) to feel the 
powerful attractive force of women living out the vocation 
to religious life in our midst.”  

  “It is in this spirit that I forward Father Mudakodiyil’s 
letter to you, Sister Magdalena. I realize that the odds are 
not in our favor at the moment, but in a moment God’s 
Providence can change the odds completely.” 
                   ***************************** 
  Four months later the moment of Providence struck. 
In March of this year, with the approval of their mother 
house in Rome, the Salesian Sisters in San Antonio, Texas, 
offered to send three sisters to St. Francis Parish this 
August. Their offer was speedily accepted.  

 

 

Pensamientos Del Camino 

 Obispo Liam Cary 
 

El Testimonio de las Mujeres  
 

Esta columna es una versión más larga de una carta que escribí  
en Noviembre del año pasado a las superiores de unas  

órdenes religiosas en los Estados Unidos.   
(Los nombres de éstas hermanas han sido alterados.) 

   
 “Como sabe, Hermana Magdalena, le pregunté a la 
Hermana María Teresa sobre la posibilidad de obtener 
hermanas de su orden para enseñar en nuestra escuela 
primaria Católica en Bend. Su respuesta no me sorprendió 
en lo más mínimo. Puesto que el Señor ha bendecido su 
orden con muchas vocaciones a la vida religiosa, solicitudes 
de obispos como yo llegan dentro a su buzón todos los  
días del año. Es imposible producir hermanas lo 
suficientemente rápido para satisfacer la necesidad cada vez 
mayor por su testimonio y trabajo. Por lo tanto, ya que la 
espera para un “sí” será muy probable que sea larga. La 
Hermana me aconsejó que me pusiera en la fila y estuviera 
preparado a esperar”. 

“Eso es lo que espero hacer con esta carta, Hermana 
Magdalena: asegurar un lugar en la línea junto con mis 
hermanos obispos. Específicamente, yo le escribo para 
avalar la petición adjunta del Padre José Thomas 
Mudakodiyil, párroco de la parroquia más grande en 
nuestra pequeña diócesis, y uno de tan solo cuatro 
parroquias que tienen una escuela Católica. Él explica bien 
sus necesidades y esperanzas”. 

“Permítame agregar una palabra sobre mis propias 
esperanzas. Yo crecí aquí en el Centro de Oregón, y en los 
años 50 y 60 no era raro ver a hermanas religiosas 
serviendo las pequeñas parroquias de la Diócesis de Baker. 
Sin embargo, en los últimos cincuenta años, sus números 
han disminuido drásticamente. Solo dos parroquias (Bend 
y Ontario) actualmente tienen más de una hermana en 
servicio. Las Hermanas de María de Kakamega quienes 
trabajan allí, vienen de Kenya, y son una bendición de 
Dios para nosotros. Movido por su ejemplo de alegre 
dedicación, he esperado y rezado para que podamos atraer 



a hermanas religiosas desde dentro de los Estados 
Unidos para agregarlas a su número”. 

“Porque si queremos ganar una audiencia para el 
Evangelio aquí en Oregon secular, necesitamos el 
testimonio irremplazable de mujeres que han dejado 
todo para seguir a Cristo y han consagrado sus vidas al 
servicio de su Iglesia”.  

“Hablo desde una profunda experiencia personal. 
Toda mi vida hermanas religiosas—maestras, amigas, 
compañeras de trabajo— han desempeñado un papel 
formativo al llevarme a conocer y amar al Hijo de María. 
En dondequiera que he estado, mujeres consagradas a 
Cristo me han ayudado a encontrar y seguir el camino 
que Dios estableció para mi vida. Después de haber sido 
influenciado tan decisivamente por su cuidado y buen 
ejemplo, he esperado desde que llegué a ser obispo que 
pudiera hacer posible que nuestros jóvenes (y sus padres 
y abuelos) sintieran en nuestro medio la poderosa fuerza 
atractiva de las mujeres que viven la vocación a la vida 
religiosa.” 

“Es en este mismo espíritu le reenvío la carta del 
Padre Mudakodiyil, Hermana Magdalena. Me doy cuenta 
de que las probabilidades no están a nuestro favor en 
este momento, pero en un momento la Providencia de 
Dios puede cambiar las probabilidades por completo”.  

***************************** 
Cuatro meses después, el momento de la 

Providencia golpeó. En Marzo de este año, con la 
aprobación de su casa madre en Roma, las Hermanas 
Salesianas en San Antonio, Texas, ofrecieron enviarnos 
en Agosto a tres hermanas a la Parroquia de San 
Francisco. Su oferta fue rápidamente aceptada.  

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS  
ONLINE MEMBERSHIP 

  
 

Invitation Announcement 
 

 
 

 Oregon communities need strong Catholic men to  
answer the call to lead with faith, protect our  families, serve 
others and defend our values.   
  For over one hundred years, the Knights of Columbus 
have done exactly that, standing up for the Church, serving 
the least among us, and strengthening our parishes and 
families. 
   All Practical Catholic men 18 and over can now join 
the Knights of Columbus online in a simple, streamlined 
process.  
  As a member, you join a worldwide community of 
nearly two million men, including almost ten thousand here 
in Oregon, who stand together, united in our faith. 

BISHOP CARY’S SCHEDULE 

July 1 8:00 AM Mass, Wallowa  
 10:30 AM Mass, Enterprise 
 12:00 PM Parish Conference,   
 Looking Back at the Reformation, Enterprise 
July 2 10:00 AM, Meeting, Burns 
July 5-8 Region XII Bishop’s Retreat, Portland 
July 13 2:00 PM, Oregon Catholic Press  
 Board Meeting, Portland 
July 13 5:30 PM and 7:30 PM Masses, Hood River 
July 15 8:00 AM, 10:00 AM, 1:00 PM Masses, Hood River 

Priestly Ordination Anniversaries    
       Congratulations to the following as they celebrate 
their ordination anniversaries in July. 
      

        Reverend Dennis Homes, Retired    July 01, 1972 
        Reverend Camillus Fernando, Vale  July 12, 1980 
          Reverend Christie Tissera, John Day July 22, 1989 
        Reverend Francis Obijekwu, Merrill July 22, 2006 

 

  We are most grateful for the years of service of all our  
priests and bishop. Please keep them in your daily prayers. 

DIOCESAN NEWS:   
WELCOMING JOSH SCHAAN 

   

  The Diocese is happy to introduce 
Josh Schaan, our new Director of Youth 
and Young Adult Ministry.   
 Josh comes to the Diocese from 
Tacoma, WA. He has worked in parish 
and diocesan ministry for ten years, many 
of those years as a youth minister.  Josh is 

very proud of both of his alma maters, The University of 
Mary in Bismarck, ND where he received a Bachelor of Arts 
in Theology and Kenrick-Glennon Seminary in St. Louis, 
MO, where he received a Bachelor of Arts in Philosophy.   
 Born in North Dakota and raised in the Seattle suburbs, 
he is the middle child of five. Living half his life in 
Washington state and the other half in North Dakota, he 
has come to love the outdoors. Some of Josh’s favorite 
hobbies are hunting (especially pheasant), fly-fishing, tennis 
(Josh played tennis at the University of Mary, and has 
coached at the high school level; including a couple state 
titles), and last but not least he enjoys playing golf.   
 Josh says he “is very excited for the opportunity to serve 
the Church in Eastern and Central Oregon. The people are 
gracious and kind, and the landscapes are incredible. This is 
a place I can see myself long-term. To all working or helping 
in ministry, I am here to serve you. Please let me know what 
I can do to help your ministries grow and flourish.”    

 Men have a duty to 
lead, protect, serve and 
defend. The world needs 
more committed, unified 
Catholic men to answer 
the call. Will you answer? 



ST. BRIDGET OF KILDARE, NYSSA  
 On May 28th, Memorial Day, the high school and 
middle school youth groups chose to meet as a combined 
group at Nyssa Hill Top, the local cemetery, to place 
flowers on those graves that no one visits. They visited 
155 gravesites and left artificial flowers donated by parish 
members and community members.  

  
 Pictured above and left 
Father Michael Nwokocha, 
Pastor, leads the youth and 
adults in prayer for all souls 
and the souls of fallen parish 
members. 
 
Submitted by:  Mary Clark, 
Director of Religious Education 

CATHOLIC DAUGHTERS, SACRED HEART 
 Catholic Daughters of the Americas Court Klamath 
#1295 recently installed new officers for two-year terms at 
Sacred Heart Catholic Church in Klamath Falls.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
  
 Founded in 1903, CDA is one of the largest Catholic 
women’s organizations in the world, pursuing its mission 
of faith by working through love to promote justice, 
equality, human rights and dignity for all. 
 

Submitted by:  Lynne Butterworth, Public Relations Chair 
Catholic Daughters Court Klamath #1295 

Pictured left to right: Vice-Regent Sharleen Hutchison, 
Regent Marcia Pistone Metzler, District Deputy Connie 
Moyer from Medford, Recording Secretary Maura 
Tumpane and Financial Secretary Kristin Nelson. Not 
pictured is Treasurer Carlye Woodman 

OUR LADY OF ANGELS, HERMISTON, CELEBRATES  
FIRST HOLY COMMUNION AND CONFIRMATION 

First Holy Communion Classes, May 12th Confirmation Classes, April 7th 


